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THE FAITHFUL

WHAT IS THE SEASON OF LENT? 

Lent is the forty days between Ash Wednesday and the Saturday before Easter 
Sunday, not including Sundays.  This year these 40 days are February 17 to April 3, 
2021.  The season of Lent prepares our hearts and minds for the Triduum; the last 
three days of Jesus’ life which includes, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy 
Saturday.  During these forty days, Christians are invited to focus on three spiritual 
practices: prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.


PRAYER: is our conversations with God. Prayer creates a closer and more intimate 
relationship with God.  This relationship helps us to find strength to live out our call 
to discipleship, makes us aware of the blessings we have, and causes an eagerness 
to share God’s love with others.


FASTING: is an ancient practice linked to Lent.  Throughout history the rules for 
fasting have changed yet the practice itself remains sacred.  Fasting essentially is 
giving up something, typically food but does not have to be, for a period of time in 
order to focus your thoughts on God.  With prayer, fasting draws us into a deeper 
conversation with God.


ALMSGIVING:  is the act of charity given to those in need; such as giving money or 
goods.  It also includes working to promote justice and equality for all God’s people.  
Almsgiving is our response to the blessings God has given us and our responsibility 
as disciples of Christ.


Lent @ Home bags have been put together by the Christian Growth Committee as a 
way for you to celebrate the season of Lent in your home this year. Pick up a Lent @ 
Home bag in the church breezeway beginning February 14, 2021 or check out 
the church website for an electronic version of the information only.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES:

We begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday with the gospel reading of Matthew 
6:1-6, 16-21.  A reading that lays out the traditional disciplines of Lent; of prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving.  Disciplines that are intended to strengthen our faith, grow 
our relationship with God, and express our love and gratitude toward God.  


As Jesus lays out these disciplines he also adds that when we do these things we 
ought to do them quietly.  Jesus tells us to put our faith into action but to keep it a 
secret and not to tell anyone. Which can lead us to being timid to live out our faith or 
even to not practice these disciplines at all. Yet, Jesus’ instructions to practice these 
disciplines in secret is not meant for us to shy away from or not to pray, fast, or give 
alms but rather to focus our reasons for doing them on God rather than for show or 
public display and admiration.  


With that in mind, I want to focus a bit on one of these disciplines in particular as we 
move into this season of Lent.  I want us to dig deeper into the practice of almsgiving 
as Lent is a time when we intentionally focus on these disciplines and we are 
renewed in our regular faith practices.


Almsgiving is the practice of giving physical gifts; money, goods, and service to those 
in need or a charity.  As Christians we are taught that giving alms is an expression of 
love which was first expressed to us by God through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross.  
We give our alms not out of duty but as an expression of love.  It is a reminder that 
money and stuff is not the ultimate goal of life, but instead strengthening our 
relationships with God and with others.  


During Lent, we take the intentional time to give our alms.  Donating food items to 
local food banks.  Give our spare change or monetary donations to charities.  
Investing physically in the lives of those in need or in our day to day vocations. Being 
intentional about our almsgiving during Lent helps us to understand stewardship as a 
spiritual discipline throughout the year.  


Stewardship is also an intentional practice, one that we need to talk about regularly 
too.  We need the reminder that as disciples we are called to give back to God what 
God has blessed us with.  This means financially giving not out of duty but as an 
expression of love and faithfulness to God and the church.


I feel it is my responsibly as your pastor to keep you informed of the need for your 
continued stewardship and giving to Faith.  Even in this time when we aren’t 
physically present within the building regularly and our programming has changed 
from what we have known, your offerings are still crucial to our life together.  Without 
your financial offerings we are not able to live out our mission and ministry at Faith,


continued on page 4
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FINANCIAL REPORT                             (as of 2-8-2021)

January 

General Offerings $16,912 YTD General Offerings


For 2021 $18,952

January

Budget Expenses

*unavailable at time of 
printing, 2/8

YTD Budget Expenses

For 2021

*unavailable at time of 
printing, 2/8

Monthly giving needed to meet our 2021 budget is $20,890.42

Our total 2021 budget is $250,685

Renovation 
Reimbursement YTD $20.00 Renovation 

Reimbursement Total
$20,170 


(6/1/2019-current)

* council set a goal of raising $20,000 per year between 2020-2025

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2021 

Fred Avery 

Treasurer 

Dave Hess 

Finance Liaison 

Grace Kercher 

Christian Growth Liaison 

Susi Miller 

Vice President 

Worship & Music Liaison 

Wayne Miller

Property Liaison 

Libby Morrical 

Secretary  

Hospitality & Outreach Liaison 

Dale Troyer 

President 

Pam VanderWey 

Social Ministry Liaison
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Beginning Sunday, February 21, 2021 we will begin having In-Person as well as Live-
Stream worship each Sunday at 9:30 am.  In-Person Worship will be limited to 65 
people.  Masks must be worn for the entire service, seats will not be assigned but 

seating will be safely spaced and distanced. You need to RSVP by calling or texting 
the church office OR signing up on-line (see website) by the Friday prior to that 

Sunday.  We will continue to have In-Person worship as long as the COVID+ numbers 
trend downward and the number of vaccinated persons increases.

continued from page 2  
nor pay the bills that come with owning a building.


At our Annual Meeting this past November you approved a budget for 2021 of 
$250,685. In order to meet this budget our offerings each week need to be roughly 
around $4,820.  However, as we have begun 2021 we are averaging a little shy of 
$2,000 per week.  


Now, I could break this down further by saying things like if the 120 active households 
we have in our congregation would each give $40 per week we could make our 
budget.  But the reality is everyone’s circumstances are different.  For some $40 a 
week would be the difference between not eating a meal out that week while for 
others that is the difference of having groceries for the week or not.  Rather, I would 
like to invite you to take some intentional time this Lenten season to look at your 
stewardship to Faith and set an offering that works best for you and your household.  
An offering that is consistent, an offering that shares your gifts with the church, an 
offering that shows your love and faithfulness to God.  And then to follow through 
with your stewardship.


Blessings +

Pastor Jes
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MASKS FOR MODEL 
With our partnership with Model Elementary through the 

program Supporting our Schools, we were asked if we could 
supply them with extra masks for their students who forgot 

their masks or something happened to their mask 
throughout the day.  The hope is that the student would 

return the mask the next day, so that the office has a regular 
supply of extra masks on hand.  We put out the call for help 

and were able to gift Model with 338 child sized masks.

COMPASSION FOR COURTYARD 
  


The Social Ministry & Mission Committee invites you to join us as we show our support 
and encouragement to Courtyard Healthcare for Easter!  Since the pandemic began, 
Courtyard has needed to shut their doors to visitors to keep their residents healthy. 
Most residents have been isolated to their rooms but hopefully soon will be able to 
meet in common areas.  This has also added pressure onto the staff.  We want to 
thank the staff for their hard work and let the residents know they have not been 
forgotten.  Please consider picking up some of the items below by Palm Sunday, 
March 28 and drop them off at the church.


FOR RESIDENTS: paperback books, games and 
puzzle books (word searches, crossword, etc.), 
coloring books for adults, colored pencils, markers


FOR STAFF: individual packages of snacks, chips, 
granola bars, protein bars, teas, hot chocolate, 
instant drink mixes for bottled water, oatmeal, 
nuts, cereal, pudding, crackers, fruit cups, etc.

FELLOWSHIP & MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT

WASHING BOTTLE CAPS 
  

Good Shepherd Preschool needs your help washing the bottle 
caps and lids that they have been collecting for this past year.  
The next step to getting a bench made from these recycled lids 
is washing all the caps we have had donated. You can wash lids 
either at church or at home, depending on your preference.  If 
you would like to donate some of your time to washing lids 
please contact Courtney Williams, courtney@gspgoshen.com or 
574-533-3773. 

mailto:courtney@gspgoshen.com
mailto:courtney@gspgoshen.com
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DIRECTORY UPDATES 
Here are a few updates to the 
directory we mailed out at in 

November.  Please let the office 
know if you have an address, 

email or phone change!  

Jeanne Atkinson

1701 Greenwood Dr. 


Goshen, IN 46526


Carrie Avery

5930 Winamac Road, Apt. 1B


Mishawaka, IN 46545


Thomas Avery

6255 S. Fir Road

Bremen, IN 46506


Violet Cory c/o Carol Sprague

1604 Evergreen Place


Elkhart, IN 46514


Jane DeVoe 

mobile  574-536-2286


Doris Jordan 

deceased


Bob & Bobbie Schnell

74 Greenway Dr.


Goshen, IN 46526


NEW COLLEGE:

Andy Holloman


1335 Hine St., Apt. 130

Indianapolis, IN 46202


WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN LENT
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FAITH PRAYS FOR… 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Connie Taylor, Mike Wheeler, and all battling the 
Covid-19 virus


HOMEBOUND: 

Rick Clark, Mary Hurst, Letah Loy, Bob & 
Bobbie Schnell, Kathy Schrock, Carleen Shidler 


SENIOR LIVING: 

Florence Brumbaugh, Becky Christner, Violet 
Cory, Thelma Gibson, Meredith Green, Ron & 
Marilyn Kehr, Sue Kirkpatrick, Vic McKibbin, Erv 
Mullett, Dorothy Vance, Lavonne Yoder 


OTHER PRAYERS: 

strength and safety for healthcare professionals 
and all who work in the medical field

in the medical field.

CELEBRATIONS IN LENT 
 (February 17- April 3)


BIRTHDAYS 

2/18 Todd Line

2/19 Chris Shively

2/20 Mollie Harris

2/25 Lilly Smith

2/27 Susi Miller

2/28 Josh Kline

3/9 Kai Gibson

3/10 Brad Arnsdorf

3/10 Courtney Bowen  

3/10 Peggy Ganger

3/16 Jillian Shively

3/18 Jeff Patcheak

3/20 Elkah DeVoe

3/25 Frank Piaskowy

3/26 Pam VanderWey

3/27 Letah Loy

3/28 LaVonne Unrue 

3/28 LaVonne Yoder

3/30 Meredith Green

4/1 Heather Bontrager

4/1  Will Line


ANNIVERSARIES 

3/14 Ryan & Pam VanderWey

3/17 Mike & Tammy Yoder

3/19 Kevin & Richard Peters

3/21 Brian & Sally Holloman

3/23 Mike & Jennifer Anglin


CELEBRATIONS IN LENT 
(February 17- April 3)


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

2/19 Megan Williams

2/22 Connor Deal

3/3 Lauren Murto

3/5 Carson Deal

3/9 Jennifer Unrue

3/20 Mark Coleman

3/20 Sue Kirkpatrick

3/29 Kathy Johnson

3/31 Kevin Peters
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STAY CONNECTED

• Read the weekly news emails and updates sent from 

Faith, if you do not receive these emails sign up on 
announcement tab on website or contact the office 


• Ask the office to be notified of prayer requests


• Visit our website for updates faithgoshen.com


• Follow Faith on Facebook and Instagram

OFFICE HOURS  

Office Hours are Monday 
to Friday from

8 am to 3 pm


Pastor Jes’ day off is 
Monday.


SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9:30 am  In Person & 

	     Live-Stream


MID-WEEK WORSHIP  

6:00 pm Live-Stream

Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com

http://faithgoshen.com
http://faithgoshen.com

