
At the Faith Church Council Meeting in May, the council adopted “Faith’s 
Response for Covid-19 In-Person Worship & Activities” as a working 
guideline for how we move forward in a time of pandemic.  The Church 
Council has re-evaluated this document monthly and made some 
changes based on the rate of spread of Covid-19 in our county.


This updated draft of “Faith’s Response for Covid-19 In-Person Worship 
& Activities” provides a proposed look as we move into the last quarter of 
the year.  Again, the purpose of this document is to serve as a guide for 
our community of Faith for the foreseeable future as we navigate the need 
and deep desire to keep people safe and healthy, while also offering 
opportunities to hear God’s Word and receive God’s gifts.


This document was not a response of fear or with a blasé attitude 
regarding Covid-19.  Rather it has come about through thoughtful 
discernment, prayer, and research.  While it is our desire and hope to 
live fully into this document, we also acknowledge that this 
document is subject to changes as conditions change and at the 
discretion of Faith’s Council and Pastors.  This document will be 
revisited and changed at each council meeting as needed.


Updated



 

September 2020 S01 
• Worship will continue through in person worship in the parking lot and pre-

recorded services on Facebook and our church website.


• In-person worship in the parking lot will transition to allowing worshipers to sit 
outside of their vehicles in designated spots if desired.

• Designated spots will be a 10x10 foot square near the outdoor worship altar.

• If you choose to sit outside you will be asked to park your cars in a specific spot 

and walk to the square you have been assigned to.

• We ask that family units remain in their 10x10 foot square and do not enter 

another square.

• Bring your own chairs to sit in.

• If you are sitting outside of your vehicle you need to wear a mask at all times.


• Church office will continue to be open with limited days. One to two office staff will 
be in the building on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9 am to 3 pm.  Staff will 
work remotely on Monday and Friday.  When you enter the building we ask that 
you check in at the office or let the office staff know when you have been in the 
building for contact tracing purposes.


• Small groups may meet at the church. You must schedule your meeting with the 
church office.  Groups may not exceed 25 people and you must adhere to wearing 
face masks. We highly recommend meeting outdoors with physical distancing if 
possible.


• Gatherings for funerals or weddings will be allowed to gather with the following 
stipulations:

• No more than 50% of our seating capacity will be allowed to attend.

• Visitation cannot take place at the church.  Visitation must take place at the 

funeral home, following their guidelines.

• We encourage physical distancing and masks being worn.

• There will be no funeral meals served.



• Two in-person worship services will take place.  As well as having a live streamed 
worship service on Facebook and the church website.*


• The two in-person worship services will be as follows:

• Sundays at 8:45 am INDOOR- this service has a capacity of 55 people.  This will 

be there service that is live streamed to our Facebook page and church website.  
This service will follow the restrictions found in Section 2 of this document. You 
will need to sign up to attend this service.  Sign-ups will become available on 
Monday and will close on Friday at noon for the upcoming Sunday.  You will be 
able to either call into the church office to reserve a spot or sign-up on-line.


• Sundays at 11:00 am OUTDOOR- this service will be held in the church parking 
lot.  Individuals may either sit in their cars or outside with their own chairs in 
designated 10x10 foot squares, weather permitting.


• There will be no Fellowship time before or after any service.


• Church office will resume normal office hours Tuesday through Friday.  The church 
building will be closed on Mondays for cleaning following Sunday’s worship until 
further notice.  Staff will work remotely on Monday and Friday.  We ask that you 
continue to make an appointment or let the office staff know if you have been in 
the building.


• Small groups may meet at the church. You must schedule your meeting with the 
church office.  Groups may not exceed 25 people and you must adhere to wearing 
face masks. We highly recommend meeting outdoors with physical distancing if 
possible.


• Gatherings for funerals or weddings will be allowed to gather with the following 
stipulations:

• No more than 50% of our seating capacity will be allowed to attend.

• Visitation cannot take place at the church.  Visitation must take place at the 

funeral home, following their guidelines.

• We encourage physical distancing and masks being worn.

• There will be no funeral meals served.
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• Worship services will move to in-person indoor worship and we will continue to 
live stream worship service on Facebook and the church website.  Each service 
will have a capacity of 65 people.  This service will follow the restrictions found in 
Section 2 of this document. You will need to sign up to attend worship.  Sign-ups 
will become available on Monday and will close on Friday at noon for the 
upcoming Sunday.  You will be able to either call into the church office to reserve a 
spot or sign-up on-line.


• Church office will resume normal office hours Tuesday through Friday.  The church 
building will be closed on Mondays for cleaning following Sunday’s worship until 
further notice.  Staff will work remotely on Monday and Friday.  We ask that you 
continue to make an appointment or let the office staff know if you have been in 
the building.


• There will be no Fellowship Hour or Christian Education until further notice.


• We will plan to hold our Annual Meeting on November 9 in-person, however, a 
backup plan will be put forth if we are unable to meet in-person. Council will 
communicate how this meeting will be run to assure safety for all who choose to 
attend.


• Small groups may meet at the church. You must schedule your meeting with the 
church office.  Groups may not exceed 25 people and you must adhere to wearing 
face masks. We highly recommend meeting outdoors with physical distancing if 
possible.


• Gatherings for funerals or weddings will be allowed to gather with the following 
stipulations:

• No more than 50% of our seating capacity will be allowed to attend.

• Visitation cannot take place at the church.  Visitation must take place at the 

funeral home, following their guidelines.

• We encourage physical distancing and masks being worn.

• There will be no funeral meals served.
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• Worship services will continue in-person indoor and we will live stream worship 
service on Facebook and the church website.  Each service will have a capacity of 
75 people.  This service will follow the restrictions found in Section 2 of this 
document. You will need to sign up to attend worship.  Sign-ups will become 
available on Monday and will close on Friday at noon for the upcoming Sunday.  
You will be able to either call into the church office to reserve a spot or sign-up on-
line.


• Church office will resume normal office hours Tuesday through Friday.  The church 
building will be closed on Mondays for cleaning following Sunday’s worship until 
further notice.  Staff will work remotely on Monday and Friday.  We ask that you 
continue to make an appointment or let the office staff know if you have been in 
the building.


• There will be no Fellowship Hour or Christian Education until further notice.


• There will be a number of services on Christmas Eve.  Each service will have a 
capacity of 75 people.  A schedule will be set in November and we will be asking 
families to sign up for the service they would like to attend in early December.


• Small groups may meet at the church. You must schedule your meeting with the 
church office.  Groups may not exceed 25 people and you must adhere to wearing 
face masks. We highly recommend meeting outdoors with physical distancing if 
possible.


• Gatherings for funerals or weddings will be allowed to gather with the following 
stipulations:

• No more than 50% of our seating capacity will be allowed to attend.

• Visitation cannot take place at the church.  Visitation must take place at the 

funeral home, following their guidelines.

• We encourage physical distancing and masks being worn.

• There will be no funeral meals served.
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• Sign-ups will become available on Monday at noon and will close on Friday at noon for 
the upcoming Sunday.  The sign-up link will be emailed and posted to our social media 
sites on Monday.  You will be able to either call into the church office to reserve a spot or 
sign-up on-line. Seats/sections will be reserved on a first sign up basis.  


• When you reserve your spot for worship you will receive an email or be told over the 
phone the check list of things we ask you to abide by when coming to worship.


• A map has been drawn up for to assure physical distance between seats/sections. Seats 
are divided into sections.  Where people are not able to sit will be designated by blue 
tape, which tapes off that spot.  Additionally, seats available will be shown by a bulletin 
and communion element on the seat.


• When signing up we need to know how many are coming and who is sitting in each 
section. Those sitting in a section of two or more people must be sitting with those within 
their own household.  We will place in sections based on number of those attending.  
This is for contact tracing purposes.


• If we have a seating capacity of 55 people, there are 26 sections available; broken down 
into:

• 7- 1 seat sections, 11- 2 seat sections, 6- 3 seat sections, and 2- 4 seat sections


• If we have a seating capacity of 65 people, there are 29 sections available; broken down 
into:

• 8- 1 seat sections, 12- 2 seat sections, 6- 3 seat sections, 1- 4 seat sections, and 2- 5 

seat sections


• If we have a seating capacity of 75 people, there are 32 sections available; broken down 
into:

• 5- 1 seat sections, 16- 2 seat sections, 6- 3 seat sections, 3- 4 seat sections, and 1- 5 

seat sections
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Worship Changes S03 
Each aspect of our worship is going to have to change in order to ensure 
safety of all of God’s children.  The following pages will walk through the 
different procedures and recommendations that will have to be in place 
for worship to be safe and meaningful.  With time and the honoring of 

these recommendations we hope to be able to lift these 
recommendations.  If you feel that you cannot follow these 

recommendations we ask that you continue to stay at home and worship 
through our livestream worship.

PREPARATIONS FOR WORSHIP 

• All individuals in the building will be required to wear cloth or surgical paper face 
masks while within the building.  We ask that you place your mask on prior to 
entering the church building.  If you do not have a mask we will have masks 
available for you right inside the front doors.  Children under the age of 3 do not 
need to wear a mask.


• Hand Sanitizer will be available in the building.


• Adhere to posted signage.  We will be posting signage for the health and safety 
of all persons.  Signs will direct you on ways to enter and exit spaces, serve as 
reminders, and inform you of important information.


• Restrooms are available for emergencies only.  We ask that you use the restroom 
prior to coming to church.


• The nursery will be unavailable until further notice.  Please plan accordingly for 
your family’s needs.


• Staff will not come to the building if they have any symptoms of illness.



DAY OF WORSHIP PREPARATIONS 

• All doors will be propped open for worship.  Please do NOT close these doors. If 
a door is closed we ask that you do not enter into that space, as it has been 
cleaned. 


• Worship leadership will consist of Pastor Jes, Pastor John, an assisting minister 
(who will read scripture as well), and a musician(s).


• Everything you need for worship will be on the screens.   


• Announcement bulletins and communion elements will be set on available seats 
in the sanctuary. Announcement bulletin are single use.  We ask that you take 
these home with you.


• A secured offering box will also be on the table in the Narthex.  Offering plates 
will not be passed.  We encourage you to give electronically if possible. 


• We will share Holy Communion from our seats.  During Holy Communion is the 
only time you are allowed to remove your mask.  We ask that you and or your 
family place empty communion cups in the sandwich baggie provide to you in 
the hymn rack.  These will be cleaned between services.

DAY OF WORSHIP 

• Greeters will not shake hands but will encourage individuals to put on a face 
mask and to sanitize your hands as you come into the building. 


• Ushers will track names of all people who enter for worship, for contact tracing.  
Additionally, they will seat people within their designated spot.  Please do not go 
to other parts of the building.


• Individuals are encouraged not to use the restrooms.  If you must use the 
restrooms, we ask that you use the restrooms by the offices only.  Each restroom 
will be unisex at this time and only person or family unit is allowed in the 
restroom at a time.  You will find disinfectant wipes on the sinks.  After washing 
your hands, please use 1 wipe to wipe down the stall door, toilet handle, grip bar, 
and toilet paper dispenser after use, sink handles, paper towel dispenser, and 
use the wipe to open the restroom door as you leave.  A trash can will be 
available in the hallway. Please prop the door open when you leave to indicate 
the restroom is available.



GATHERING 

• Please do not congregate in the narthex or go to other areas of the building. 
Please make your way into sanctuary to your seat as directed by the ushers.


• Within the sanctuary, pews will be designated for seating by an announcement 
bulletin and a communion element in the space.  Please do not move or adjust 
the blue tape as this has been placed to maintain proper distancing between 
individuals and family units.


• One of the pastors will light the candles prior to worship.


• Hymnals and pew bibles will be removed from the pews.  Everything you will 
need for worship will be on the screens.


• While we encourage no singing, if you feel you cannot abide by this 
recommendation please do not sing with as much gusto as you normally would.

WORD 

• All God’s Children Time will be given from the front to everyone gathered.  
Children will be asked to stay in their seats with their families. 


• We ask that the nursery remain closed until further notice. However, if you have a 
crying child or need to change your child you may use the nursery.  Please clean 
and disinfect the space after you are done using it, supplies are available.  The 
nursery will NOT be a space to congregate with multiple children.


• The pastors may lead worship without a mask, as long as there is a minimum of 
15’ of physical distance between them and the congregation.  The decision to 
mask or not is the pastor’s personal decision and should be respected.



MEAL 

• Offering plates will not be passed.  We encourage you to give electronically if 
possible or a secured offering box will also be on the table in the Narthex.  


• We will commune from our seats.  During Holy Communion is the only time you 
are allowed to remove your mask.  We ask that you and or your family place 
empty communion cups in the sandwich baggie provide to you in the hymn rack.  
These will be cleaned between services.

SENDING 

• Ushers will dismiss individuals and households starting at the back of the 
sanctuary.  Once dismissed please exit the building immediately.  If you desire to 
talk with someone please do so outside of the building.


• As you leave your pew, as a sign of hospitality and care for your neighbor we are 
asking that you help us clean and disinfect the space you have used following 
worship.  Disinfectant wipes will be found in each pew.  Please wipe down where 
you sat.  Trash cans will be at the doors.


• Share the peace or say hello by waving or holding up two fingers in a peace sign.  
Please do not shake hands, high five, fist bump, or hug.


• Pastors, the assisting minister, and musicians will remain upfront until everyone 
has been dismissed.

AFTER WORSHIP/BETWEEN WORSHIP 

• Between services we will do a quick cleaning of the sanctuary space before the 
next service.  This includes emptying pew racks of communion elements and 
wiping down high touch areas.


• The church building will be closed on Monday for cleaning from Sunday Worship.  
Additionally, whenever the sanctuary is used for worship (ie funerals), we will 
close the sanctuary for 36 hours to provide time for cleaning.  Funerals cannot 
take place on Saturday, Sunday, or Mondays.



Coming to Church S04 
MEMBERS  

• We ask that those coming to church check their temperature 1 hour prior to 
coming to worship.  If you have fever above 99.1 we ask that you remain home.


• If you have any symptoms of following symptoms, regardless if they are Covid-19 
related or not, please stay home.

• Vomiting, diarrhea or very loose stools

• Sore throat

• Persistent cough

• Runny Nose (non- allergy related)

• Pink, red, or itchy eyes


• If you or someone in your household has tested positive for Covid-19 we request 
that you self quarantine and do not attend any in-person gatherings at church; 
including worship, committee meetings, fellowship events, or stopping by for at 
least 14 days.  


• Please let the church know if you have tested positive for Covid-19.  We will not 
share your name with the congregation if we need to assist with contact tracing.


STAFF  

• Church staff will follow the same recommendations above.  They will be required 
to stay home until symptoms have passed for 72 hrs. 


• Any staff member who tests positive for Covid-19 will be required to self 
quarantine at home and may not return to work until they have been symptom 
free for 72 hours and have a negative Covid-19 test.


• Additionally any staff member with a member of their house who tests positive 
for Covid-19 will be required to self quarantine at home.  They will be asked to 
work from home during that time for at least 14 days and test negative for 
Covid-19.


