
WHAT IS EPIPHANY? 
Epiphany comes from the Greek word meaning “showing forth, appearance, 
manifestation, and revelation.”  It is a time in the life of the church that proclaims the 
good news that God is revealed to all humanity through God’s son, Jesus.  In essence 
the season of Epiphany reminds us that Christmas is just the beginning of Jesus’ story, 
now we are to see Jesus revealed, that God enters fully into the human experience 
before us, with us, and beside us.


In the church we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany and the season of Epiphany.  The 
Feast of the Epiphany marks the beginning of the season of Epiphany on January 6th; 
which is twelve days after Christmas Day.  On this day, we remember the arrival of the 
wise men to visit baby Jesus.  On January 6th, we bless our homes by chalking our 
doorways and we officially end the Christmas season by taking down our Christmas 
trees.


The season of Epiphany then follows.  The length of the Epiphany seasons varies in 
length from four to to nine Sundays depending on the date of Easter.  During the 
season of Epiphany we hear of the stories of John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism, 
Jesus calling the disciples and Christians of every age, and the beginnings of Jesus’ 
ministry.  It is a time in our lives to rededicate ourselves to the mission and ministry that 
God has called us to; to spread the light and love of Jesus to the world.  



CELEBRATE EPIPHANY 

Included in your “Epiphany @ Home” bag is this booklet, which if filled with a variety of 
practices that you can do to engage fully into the Epiphany season in your own home.  
These practices may become regular traditions in your home or they may simply be a 
one time experience.  Pick and choose the practices that work best for you. 


PRAYER FOR TAKING DOWN THE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

Lord Jesus, today we will put all of our Christmas decorations away.  Our house will 
look ordinary again, but it has a secret deep inside it.  All our Christmas decorations 
are still here.  The blessing of Christmas is always with us, kept in the deep, quiet 
places of the house.  Lord our lives will become ordinary again, but each of us has the 
grace of baptism.  The grace you gave us is always with us, in the deep quiet places of 
our soul.  Help our house be a house with Christmas at its core.  Help our souls to be a 
place where Jesus always dwells.  Help us live the grace of Christmas every day.  
Amen.     


(www.cleanoutyoureyes.com)


http://www.cleanoutyoureyes.com


DECORATING YOUR HOME FOR EPIPHANY 

Once you have taken down your Christmas decorations your house may look a little 
barren, so why not decorate your home for Epiphany.  Decorating for Epiphany invites 
you to find ways to being “light” into your home.  Maybe it’s being creative with stars: 
hanging paper stars from your mantle, making a wooden star for your front porch, or 
tissue paper stars in your windows.  Maybe it’s adding more candles around your 
house that you lite each day, or making a center piece with greenery and candles for 
your table, or stringing strands of Christmas lights across your ceiling.  Pinterest or 
Goggle ideas.  Here are some links to making stars for your homes:







https://rhythmsofplay.com/rainbow-window-star/

https://www.homemade-gifts-made-
easy.com/5-pointed-origami-star.html https://welcometonanas.com/diy-fun-

folded-origami-lucky-stars/

https://welcometonanas.com/diy-fun-folded-origami-lucky-stars/
https://welcometonanas.com/diy-fun-folded-origami-lucky-stars/
https://rhythmsofplay.com/rainbow-window-star/
https://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/5-pointed-origami-star.html
https://www.homemade-gifts-made-easy.com/5-pointed-origami-star.html


CHALKING THE DOOR (ON JANUARY 5TH OR 6TH) 

“Bless this house and all who live within it.   
Fill us with the light of Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love.” 

Chalking the Door is an Epiphany tradition that 
asks for God’s blessing upon those who live, work, 
or visit your home throughout the coming year.  In 
Deuteronomy 6:9 it says: “These words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart.  You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house… You 
shall write them on the doorposts of your house 
and on your gates.”  The practice of chalking our 
doors invites God’s presence and blessing into our 
homes.  


HOW TO CHALK YOUR DOORS:

• Either on the evening of January 5th or anytime on January 6th gather your family for 

a time to chalk your door.

• Find some chalk.  Any color will do.

• Gather outside at the main entrance of your house.

• Pray, using the prayer and liturgy below.

• Write the inscription above your door frame using the chalk. Use the following 

inscription:

20+C+M+B+21 

(make sure to change the last number to the current year)


PRAYER & LITURGY FOR CHALKING YOUR DOOR:

Leader: Peace be to this house, and all who enter here.

People: Amen. 

One or more of the following prayer maybe said: 

May all who come to our home this year rejoice to find Christ living among us; and may 
we seek and serve, in everyone we meet, the same Jesus how is your incarnate Word, 
now and forever.  Amen.

and/or 



God of heaven and earth, you revealed your only-begotten One to every nation by the 
guidance of a star.  Bless this house and all who inhabit it.  Fill us with the light of 
Christ, that our concern for others may reflect your love.  We ask this through Christ 
our Savior.  Amen.

and/or 
Loving God, bless this household.  May we be blessed with health, goodness of heart, 
gentleness, and abiding in your will.  We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen.


As members of the family take turns chalking the inscription the leader says: 
The three Wise Men, Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar followed the star to Bethlehem 
and the child Jesus two thousand and twenty years ago.  May Christ bless our home, 
and remain with us throughout the new year.  Amen.


Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 

WHAT DO THE NUMBERS AND LETTERS MEAN?

The first and last numbers imply refer to the current year.  The letters CMB come from 
the traditional names fo the three kings: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthazar.  Some also 
suggest “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which means, “May Christ bless this 
dwelling.”


(www.buildingfaith.org)




 SPARKLER PARADE 
Epiphany is the season to celebrate the Light of Christ in 
the world.  In doing so we are allows acknowledging that 
we are called to be light in the world.  As a way to 
acknowledge and celebrating being the Light of Christ in 
the world, gather together with family and friends for a 
Sparkler Parade.  In the darkness of January, light sparklers 
and march around your driveway or block waving the 
sparklers while singing aloud “This Little Light of Mine.”  
Continue your celebration with cookies and hot chocolate!


(www.buildingfaith.org)


http://www.buildingfaith.org
http://www.buildingfaith.org


GUIDING STARS 

The wise men saw a bright star in the sky and used it to guide them to Jesus.  By 
following a star they were able to come to know the love of God made flesh in Jesus.  
We too can use a Guiding Start to follow this year, as we grow closer with God.  
Guiding Stars are words or phrases that are intended to help direct our living, thinking, 
and prayers over the course of a year.  


What you need is:

25 paper or wooden craft stars.  


Write one of the following words on each 
star: 

Grace		 Mercy		 Love, 
Faithfulness	 Peace		 Patience 
Kindness	 Attention	 Rest 
Adventure	 Joy	 	 Imagination 
Faith	 	 Song	 	 Compassion 
Friendship	 Art	 	 Generosity  
Listen		 Time	 	 Humility 
Dedication	 Inspiration	 Comfort	
Wholeness 

Place all the stars face down on the table or mixed together in a basket.  Have each 
member of the family draw a star to be their guiding star for the year.  Hang your 
Guiding Star in a place where you will see it each day.  At first you may not understand 
what your guiding star word might mean for you.  Take time to learn about your guiding 
star word and find ways to incorporate it into your life.


(www.buildingfaith.org)


http://www.buildingfaith.org


WORD OF THE YEAR

Chosen Star is a spin on choosing a single word to guide your year.  This version 
allows you to take time considering what word you feel will help focus and guide you in 
the next year, to be your compass as you navigate life’s many decisions, and will 
encourage you to be the best version of yourself.  With Chosen Star, make and design 
a star for you to write your word for the year on.  Then sit with the list of words below 
and choose a word that you would like to guide you this coming year.  Write that word 
on your star and hang it in a place you will see it daily.


Focus		 	 Discipline	 	 Organize	 	 Simplify	 	 Grow

Bloom		 	 Brave	 	 	 Inspire		 	 Thrive		 	 Here

Gratitude	 	 Consistency	 	 Balance	 	 Laugh		 	 Be

Worth		 	 Elevate	 	 Today		 	 Less	 	 	 Shift

Mindful	 	 Considerate	 	 Calm	 	 	 Positivity	 	 Flow	 	 

Respect	 	 Appreciate	 	 Enlighten	 	 Intentional	 	 Love

Delight	 	 Family		 	 Cultivate	 	 Possibility	 	 Slow

Persevere	 	 Patience	 	 Stillness	 	 Reflect	 	 More

Light	 	 	 Heart	 	 	 Serenity	 	 Passion	 	 Now

Trust	 	 	 Unlimited	 	 Kindness	 	 Vision		 	 Play

Thoughtful	 	 Deliberate	 	 Wisdom	 	 Conscious	 	 Joy

Increase	 	 Breathe	 	 Commit	 	 Vulnerability	 	 Seek

Pause		 	 Forward	 	 Change	 	 Listen		 	 Give

Prosper	 	 Build	 	 	 Flourish	 	 Adventure	 	 Move

Renew	 	 Progress	 	 Explore	 	 Finish	 	 	 Rise

Hope	 	 	 Fearless	 	 Happy		 	 Spirit	 	 	 Glow

Glorious	 	 Grace		 	 Truth	 	 	 Belong	 	 Soul

Strive	 	 	 Always	 	 Compassion	 	 Energy	 	 Try

Sacred	 	 Persist	 	 Bridge		 	 Determination	 Wish

Enough	 	 Improve	 	 Strength	 	 Encourage	 	 Work

Wake	 	 	 Present	 	 Beauty	 	 Enthusiasm	 	 Lead

Connect	 	 Alignment	 	 Priority	 	 Create		 	 New	 	
Observe	 	 Journey	 	 Believe	 	 Transform	 	 Hero

Integrity	 	 Gentle		 	 Expansion	 	 Grounded	 	 Pray

Harmony	 	 Action		 	 Ambition	 	 Purpose	 	 Relax

Compromise		 Dream		 	 Magic		 	 Shine	 	 	 Smile

Peace		 	 Example	 	 Teach	 	 	 Embrace	 	 Learn

Imagine	 	 Humble	 	 Wonder	 	 Perspective	 	 Whole

Courage	 	 Comfort	 	 Meditate	 	 Forgive	 	 Faith	
Celebrate	 	 Sparkle	 	 Represent 	 	 Contribute	 	 Free

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


(https://www.happinessishomemade.net/word-of-the-year-ideas-one-little-word/)


https://www.happinessishomemade.net/word-of-the-year-ideas-one-little-word/


MAGI STAR ACT OF KINDNESS GAME 

The Magi Star Act of Kindness Game is a game to be played within your house.  The 
idea is that you have a 2” wooden star that your family has decorated together.  Then 
the youngest person in the house is given the star.  Their task is to do a secret act of 
kindness for someone in the family and then leave the star where that person will find it 
and become the next Magus.  The goal is keep the star moving throughout your family 
for the entire season of Epiphany.  How long can you keep the Magi Star going around 
your family?


(www.buildingfaith.org)
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http://www.buildingfaith.org
http://www.buildingfaith.org
http://www.happinessishomemade.net
http://www.cleanoutyoureyes.com

