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THE FAITHFUL

WHAT IS THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY? 

Epiphany comes from the Greek word meaning “showing 
forth, appearance, manifestation, and revelation.”  It is a 
time in the life of the church that proclaims the good 
news that God is revealed to all humanity through God’s 
son, Jesus.  In essence the season of Epiphany reminds 
us that Christmas is just the beginning of Jesus’ story, 
now we are to see Jesus revealed, that God enters fully 
into the human experience before us, with us, and beside 
us.


In the church we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany and 
the season of Epiphany.  The Feast of the Epiphany 
marks the beginning of the season of Epiphany on 
January 6th; which is twelve days after Christmas Day.  
On this day, we remember the arrival of the wise men to 
visit baby Jesus.  On January 6th, we bless our homes by 
chalking our doorways and we officially end the 
Christmas season by taking down our Christmas trees.


The season of Epiphany then follows.  The length of the 
Epiphany seasons varies in length from four to to nine 
Sundays depending on the date of Easter.  During the 
season of Epiphany we hear of the stories of John the 
Baptist and Jesus’ baptism, Jesus calling the disciples 
and Christians of every age, and the beginnings of Jesus’ 
ministry.  It is a time in our lives to rededicate ourselves 
to the mission and ministry that God has called us to; to 
spread the light and love of Jesus to the world.

CELEBRATE  
EPIPHANY @ HOME 

The Christian Growth 
Committee has put 

together Epiphany @ 
Home bags that have a 

variety of ways that 
you can celebrate the 
season of Epiphany in 
your home this year or 
start traditions to last 

years to come. Pick up 
an Epiphany @ Home 

bag in the church 
breezeway beginning 

January 1, 2021 or 
check out the church 

website for an 
electronic version of 
the information only.

Epiphany is 6 weeks 
long this year.  It 

begins January 6, 
2021 and ends 

February 16, 2021.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES:

FLEXECUTE: (verb) the act of being flexible and executing; a ready capability to 
adapt to changes and fully carrying out those changes at a moments notice.


I am pretty sure that you will not find the word flexecute in any dictionary.  I say that 
because I know who was the originator of that word and he is one to make words up 
in order to make a point.  Rob, the originator of the word flexecute, was a member at 
my first call at Resurrection in Madison Indiana.  A small congregation of about 100 
members.  A place where my pastoral identity took shape as I learned what it meant 
to be a pastor- leading worship, preaching each week, visiting the shut-ins and 
hospitalized, leading bible studies, and being engaged in the community.  It was a 
place where I also learned how to be the secretary and make the weekly bulletins. A 
plumber when the toilet wouldn’t work because a purse was shoved in the tank. The 
tech support when the internet went out. A custodian when a mouse nibbled through 
a bag of rice in the food pantry, and obviously animal control after that even though I 
have a strong dislike for mice. Resurrection was the place that taught me that in 
order to be a pastor I had to get good at flexecuting.  Adjusting to accommodate 
whatever came my way while still pointing to God’s love and letting God’s grace be 
known.


Flexecuting has become part of who I am as a pastor over my years in ministry.  
From needing to flexecute on Sunday mornings when we needed to be flexible in a 
moments notice while making sure worshipping God remained the focus.  To needing 
to flexecute while leading the youth at the ELCA Youth Gathering to make sure needs 
are met.  To flexecuting responsibilities when someone gets sick or positions change.  
Being able to flexecute is more than just adjusting as things come your way but to do 
it with grace and love. 


Flexecuting is a practice that I hope I am able to help us learn and embrace here at 
Faith, especially this year. As we enter into yet another time of transition, moving from 
being a two pastor congregation to a solo pastor congregation, I hope that we at 
Faith are able to learn to and embrace flexecuting.  Being flexible as we learn how to 
be church this way and offering grace was we figure it out, and making ministry 
happen.  


Each of our former congregations functioned under a solo pastor model, so really it 
shouldn’t be difficult for us to adjust back to this model.  However, moving back to a 
one pastor model of ministry is going to take some adjustment.  Over the past six 
years we have gotten use to having two pastors responsible for the majority of the 
ministry here.  And with having two pastors we were able to do more, focusing our 
attention to specific areas of ministry.  But one pastor isn’t going to be able to do 
everything that we have been doing that by themselves.  Instead I am going to need


continue on page 4
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FINANCIAL REPORT                             (as of 11-30-2020)

November 

General Offerings

$13,880.62 YTD General Offerings

For 2020

$206,633,45

November

Budget Expenses

$28,726.06 YTD Budget Expenses

For 2020

$273,668.36

-$14,845.44 -$67,034.91

Monthly giving needed to meet our 2021 budget is $20,890.42

Our total 2021 budget is $250,685

Renovation 
Reimbursement YTD $5,036 Renovation 

Reimbursement Total
$20,106 


(includes 2019-2020)

* council set a goal of raising $20,000 per year between 2020-2025

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2021 

Fred Avery 

(Treasurer) 

Dave Hess


Grace Kercher


Susi Miller


Wayne Miller


Libby Morrical


Dale Troyer


Pam VanderWey


Our council will be on retreat 
January 9, 2021.  Please 

keep them in your prayers as 
they elect executive 

committee members and set 
goals for 2021. 

They will be installed in 
worship on January 17, 

2021.
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We will continue to Live-Stream worship only through the season of Epiphany.  The 
Church Council will re-evaluate this decision at their January council meeting.  The 
hope would be at that time to return to offering one in-person worship service and 
continue live-streaming as well for the season of Lent.  However, that is dependent on 
the positivity rate within our county as well as recommendations from our state officials, 
synod Bishop, and the CDC. 


Please know that our decision to worship virtually is out of Christian love for all 
persons.  We long for the time when we can be in community with each of you, but we 
also long to keep you all health and safe.  God has called us in this season of Epiphany 
to be God’s light in the world, shining light beyond the walls of our church.  So may we 
embrace this call and worship with love and enthusiasm in our homes, and out in the 
world! 


Since we are not able to be together we invite you to create a sacred space at home so 
that your worship feels more authentic to that at church.Try making an altar in front of 
the device you are participating with worship on; maybe on your coffee table.  Place a 
white table cloth on it with a few candles, a bible, and your communion elements.  Light 
the candles as the prelude is played.  OR get out of your pajamas and dress up as if 
you were coming to church for worship but stay home!  Be sure to download the 
bulletin from the website so you can follow along.

WORSHIP DURING A PANDEMIC UPDATE

need your help. I shared in my 2020 Annual Report, one of the things that I need to 
do in order to be the best pastor I can be for you is to help us live into our value of 
being pastor empowered and lay led.  This means that I need to be more hands off 
and empower you to use your gifts and take ownership of the ministry of Faith.  


Yet, doing this is going to require all of us together to flexecute.  We are going to 
need to learn together who is responsible for what.  We are going to have to let some 
programs and expectations drop either on purpose or by accident.  And together we 
are going to have to be flexible, offering each other grace and love, while still making 
sure ministry happens. 


My brothers and sisters of Faith, I pray that this year is one of many good things for 
us.  Where together God is worshipped, relationships grow, and we serve our 
community.  And may we flexecute together.  


Blessings +


Pastor Jes
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GOOD SHEPHERD VS FAITH IHN DRIVE 

In November a friendly competition took place between 
the students of Good Shepherd Preschool and the 
members of Faith.  The competition was to see which 
group could collect the most paper products, 
disposable utensils, and individually packaged food 
items for Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).  
We had this competition as IHN has had to move to 
disposable and individualize items for their guests 
because of the pandemic.


Together on December 1, 2020 Pastor Jes and 
Courtney Williams, Preschool Director, delivered: 7 full 
boxes of cereal, 197 individual food items, 35 boxes of 
Kleenex, 3,650 napkins, 2 rolls of paper towels, 6 rolls 
of toilet paper, 1,526 sets of disposable utensils (fork, 
knife, and spoon), 1,513 paper plates and 60 disposable 
bowls to IHN.  Thank you for your support of this 
ministry!!!

MINISTRY UPDATES FROM ADVENT/CHRISTMAS

ANGEL TREE 

Faith is a part of a program called  
Supporting Our Schools (SOS) where we 
offer additional support to the staff and 
students at Model Elementary throughout 
the year.  Greene Road Church and Berkey 
Mennonite also partner with Model. So this 
year when we were looking for a family for 
our Angel Tree we asked Model if there was 
a family who could use extra support for the 
holidays.  They gave us a family of eight to 
adopt. Thanks to your generosity we were 
able to not only fulfill the “wish lists” for this 
family of eight but we were also able to gift 
an additional four families from Model 
Elementary with substantial gift cards for 
groceries!  
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FELLOWSHIP & MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES IN EPIPHANY

Sunday January 10, 2021 following worship from 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm we will be hosting a drive-
by card shower and farewell to Pastor John and 
his family as his ministry at Faith has come to an 
end.  Let us shower them with our love, 
gratitude, and thanks for his 12 years of ministry 
in Goshen.

JOIN HANDBELL CHOIR 

The Handbell choir is looking for more 
ringers!  The new year is a wonderful time 
to join in the fun.  Musical knowledge NOT 
needed, just the ability to count to 4 and 

the willingness to try new things!  
Rehearsals held on Wednesday evenings.  

Contact Michele Murto if interested.
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FAITH PRAYS FOR… 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Connie Taylor, Mike Wheeler, and all battling the 
Covid-19 virus


HOMEBOUND: 

Rick Clark, Mary Hurst, Letah Loy, Bob & 
Bobbie Schnell, Kathy Schrock, Carleen Shidler 


SENIOR LIVING: 

Florence Brumbaugh, Becky Christner, Violet 
Cory, Thelma Gibson, Meredith Green, Ron & 
Marilyn Kehr, Sue Kirkpatrick, Vic McKibbin, Erv 
Mullett, Dorothy Vance, Lavonne Yoder 


OTHER PRAYERS: 

strength and safety for healthcare professionals 
and all who work in the medical field

in the medical field.

CELEBRATIONS IN EPIPHANY 
 (Jan. 6- Feb. 16)


BIRTHDAYS 

1/6   Kendall Miller, Kathy Schrock

1/9   Cheryl Avery, Joseph Line

1/11  Michelle Kercher

1/14  Bonnie McDowell

1/16  Carson Deal, Patty Place

1/22  Kevin Peters, Jason Smith

1/27  Mackenzie Deal, Sam Perri, Emma

         Simpson

1/29  Jane Metz

2/3   Dave Ganger, Shannon Smith

2/4   Steve Brumbaugh, Tom Dettbrenner

2/5  Courtney Williams

2/6   Simon Thwaits, Jen Unrue

2/7   Florence Brumbaugh

2/8   Kim Harris, MariLynn Lynn

2/9   Bob Schnell

2/10 Sue Perri

2/12  Sarah Herr

2/13. Jeanne Troyer

2/14  Cynthia Hockins, Rosie Miller

2/15  Lloyd Brubaker


ANNIVERSARIES 

1/19  Barrett & Chelsea Younghans

2/4 Craig & Kim Harris

2/9  John & Patty Place

2/14 Lloyd & Carrie Brubaker

CELEBRATIONS IN EPIPHANY 
 (Jan. 6 - Feb. 16)


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

1/8   Grace Kercher, Ben Morrical

1/20  Kathy Schrock

1/21  Bonnie McDowell

1/24  Jennifer Rowdabaugh

1/26  Taylor Howard

1/29  Cheryl Avery

1/30  Sheila Holloman

2/5    Libby Morrical

2/8   Jonathan Troyer

2/9   Kenzington Howard

2/11  Ellie Kercher

2/14  Emily Osborne

2/15  Serena Kramp




Faith Lutheran Church Newsletter Epiphany 2021




8

STAY CONNECTED

• Read the weekly news emails and updates sent from 

Faith, if you do not receive these emails sign up on 
announcement tab on website or contact the office 


• Ask the office to be notified of prayer requests


• Visit our website for 
updates faithgoshen.com 

OFFICE HOURS  

Phones are answered 
Monday to Friday from

8 am to 3 pm


Staff has been 
encouraged to work 
remotely on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays to allow 
for a thorough cleaning 
of the building due to 
Covid-19.


Pastor Jes’ day off is 
Monday.


SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9:30 am  Live-Stream

Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


(574) 533-5760


faith@faithgoshen.com

Welcome to the first edition 
of ‘The Faithful!’  


In addition to updates from 
Faith, this newsletter offers 
insight to the meaning and 

traditions held in each 
liturgical season. ‘The Faithful’ 
can be found on our website 

as well.  If you prefer to 
download your newsletter and 

do not need one mailed to 
you, please contact the 

church office.

http://faithgoshen.com
http://faithgoshen.com

