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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES: 

There is something about this time of year that sparks excitement in my core.  I get excited 
about crisp mornings and warm afternoons; when I can turn off the heat and open the 
windows.  My soul bounds with energy now that the color gray has been eliminated from 
the sky’s palette and the sun’s rays beams down.  Seeing buds on the trees and the new 
growth of flowers breaking through the dirt simply makes me happy.  Hearing birds 
chirping in the mornings and kids playing outside in the afternoons brings a smile to my 
face.  For me the transition from winter to spring renews every cell within me. It also 
reminds me of the greatest moment of our faith; of Jesus’ death and resurrection, where 
out of death comes new life.


This spark of excitement is also welling up within me when I think about our church and 
our life together.  I believe we are on the cusp of experiencing renewed joy and new life 
that is about to burst forth.  I feel this not only because the pandemic has begun to 
subside and things are returning to “normal;” in the sense that we have learned to live with 
the Covid-19 virus not that the virus has been eliminated.  But also because I get a sense 
of us finally being able to live into being Faith; one church with one pastor.  A reality that 
has been unfolding over the past eight years but also was sort of put on hold during the 
pandemic.


We are in a transitional period in our life together; which is nothing new for us.  But I feel 
that this transitional period is different because we are able to revision, rethink, renew what 
it means to do and be the church, to be Faith Lutheran, in this time and place.  
Acknowledging and opening ourselves to seeing the new thing happening in our midst and 
embracing it with an openness.  I say this because the reality is that the pandemic affected 
the life of our church in many ways.  It changed the way we are use to being church.  And 
this can cause us to be frustrated, saddened, and worried.  But it can also bring 
excitement, energy, and joy. 


Personally, I am excited and energized about this transitional period, the new life that I 
sense is springing forth out of the pandemic for us.  Where we know what is vitally 
important to us as a congregation, which is being in relationship and worshipping God.	 


The pandemic showed us that we value being in relationship with one another.  We long to 
feel the sense of community that we get when we are with those who share our faith


continue on page 9
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CURRENT FINANCE OVERVIEW

Period Ending: 2/28/2022 *this is the most up-to-date accounting we had at the time of printing the newsletter

ACCOUNT BALANCES MONTHLY ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

INterra Checking $12,034.49 Feb. General Giving $13,432.00

INterra Savings (Funds) $37,307.45 Feb. Expenses $20,450.37 $22,024.17 $1,573.00

Elkhart Community Foundation $485,163.09 -$7,018.37

Total Cash $534,505.03

YEAR TO DATE ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

FUND BALANCES 
(INTERRA SAVINGS) 

YTD General Giving $27,091.00

Building $5,974.00 YTD Expenses $37,679.02 $44,048.33 $6,369.31

Youth $8,964.11 -$1,033.65

Memorials $17,706.06

Sabbatical $825.04 GENERAL GIVING IN: 2022 2021 2020

Women’s $1,283.90 January $13,659.00 $16,832.00 $15,109.55

Discretionary $1,900.96 February $13,432.00 $15,945.00 $22,380.31

Funeral Dinners $1,275 March $24,669.00 $18,506.76

Savings Opening $5.00 April $21,989.00 $16,201.00

Total Funds $37934.07 May $18,927.00 $22,954.10

June $17,983.00 $19,514.00

Don’t forget we are still working 
towards paying off the Renovation 

project.  The council’s goal is to 
raise $20,000 each year until we 

have paid ourselves back.

July $22,390.02 $23,654.00

August $18,414.00 $15,747.00

September $20,413.00 $17,259.00

October $19,895.00 $13,754.00

November $26,672.53 $13,505.42

December $25,797.42 $29,691.00



Faith Lutheran Church Newsletter  Easter 2022


COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Grace Kercher 

term ends 12/31/22 

Christian Edu. & Youth 
Liaison


Susi Miller 

term ends 12/31/23 

Vice President

Hospitality & Outreach 

Liaison


Wayne Miller

term ends 12/31/22 

Property Liaison


Libby Morrical

term ends 12/31/23 

President


Sue Schrameyer

term ends 12/31/24 

Worship & Music Liaison


Dale Troyer

term ends 12/31/24 

Stewardship & Finance 
Liaison


Pam VanderWey 

term ends 12/31/23 

Secretary

Social Ministry Liaison


———


Steve Kercher

Treasurer 

COUNCIL CORNER

In 2022, our hopes as a church council are to be visible and open. 
As such, we feel it is important that you know who we are. We will 
spend the year introducing several of us at a time. Please say hello 
when you see us. We also encourage anyone who would like, to 
attend a council meeting. We meet the third Thursday of the month 
at 6:00pm. We set goals for the year and will post those around the 
church and in each newsletter. If you have questions or concerns, 
please contact me.

 

Goals for the year:

1. To be united in community and fellowship.

2. To be Pastor empowered and Lay led, and invite the 

congregational to attend council meetings regularly.

3. To work closely with the treasurer and accounting firm to 

have accuracy and confidence with our financial accounts.

 

Libby Morrical (Council Chair)– I am a lifelong member of Faith. I 
have served on the Parish Ed, Youth, Pastoral search, and 
Hospitality and Outreach committees. I have taught Sunday school 
from preschool – adult. I have been married to Jim for almost 34 
years. We have three children, a daughter in law, and three 
grandchildren. In my free time, I like to garden, read, and exercise.

 

Susi Miller (Council VP) – I have been married to Kendall for 5 ½ 
years. I’ve been a member of Faith since 2015. I serve as the 
hospitality and outreach liaison. My passions are gardening and 
non-profits. I would love to hear comments and suggestions from 
everyone and anyone regarding Faith.

 

Sue Schrameyer – I am the liaison for the worship committee. I 
have been a member of Faith since moving to Goshen 44 years 
ago. I have 3 children, 11 grandchildren, a 6 great grandchildren. I 
worked at Goshen Hospital for 34 years in various departments. I 
have taught Sunday school, served on council, and pastoral search 
committees. I volunteer twice a month at the hospital gift shop. 
Being retired, Bob and I enjoy watching different series on TV, 
taking care of our dog, and feeding the deer that frequent our 
backyard.

 

Grace Kercher – I am the liaison for Christian growth committee. I 
am the youngest child of Steve and Michelle Kercher and a life long 
member of Faith. I love to play basketball, soccer, lacrosse, and 
football. I am a student at Goshen High School.


*continued in next edition of “The Faithful” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

SERVING COMMUNION 
After careful consideration, thinking through best practices, and looking at past practices 

it has been decided that beginning with Easter Sunday, we will be returning to serving 
Communion as we did pre-pandemic.  Most weeks, when you come forward for 

communion you will do so at the communion rail.  Please remember that you may either 
kneel or stand at the railing based on your needs.  As you come forward you will receive 

the bread (wafer) by Pastor Jes.  We ask that you abstain from touching Pastor Jes’ 
hands as she places the bread in your hands, as this is a point of contact and she will 

need to sanitize her hands before moving onto the next individual.  When you receive the 
wine or grape juice, you will notice that there spaces intentionally left between the pre-

filled ups for your fingers to grab the communion cups without touching other cups.  We 
ask that you take the cup that is closest to you, as not to touch other cups accidentally.  

Both Pastor Jes and the Communion Assistant will be required to be masked and 
sanitize their hands prior to serving communion.  Additionally, those on Altar Guild who 
will set up for communion have been asked to wash their hands prior to setting up and 

wear mask as they prepare the elements.

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY  
Join us for our 2nd Annual Holy Humor 
Sunday, Sunday April 24 as we laugh in 

the face of death and enjoy ourselves with 
jokes, pranks, and other ways of praising 
God with laughter.  You are encouraged to 

dress in goofy outfits!
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BREAD SAMPLING & VOTE 
As we make this return to serving communion as we did pre-

pandemic we also acknowledge that there were different kinds of 
bread that had been used in the past; whether that was Hawaiian 
bread, wafter, homemade, etc.  Moving forward we want to stick 

with one kind of communion bread that is most liked by our 
members.  With that in mind we have are going to host a Bread 
Sampling & Vote on Sunday, May 1 following worship.  You will 
receive three different kinds of communion bread options and 

will be asked to rank them from your favorite to your least 
favorite.   Whatever is the majority bread of choice on that day 

will become the bread we use at Faith.  
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AED @ FAITH 
Through the use of Memorial Funds we 
have recently got our AED a new battery 
and pads.  The AED can be found in the 
Narthex by the coat rack.  Additionally, 
you will notice signage where the First 

Aid supplies can be found nearby.

FUNDRAISER PICK-UP 
If you ordered Butter-braids or Popcorn 
from Good Shepherd Preschool for their 

Spring Fundraiser.  Please plan to pick-up 
your order at the church on: 


Thursday, April 28 from 2:00 - 5:00 pm

OR


Sunday, May 1 after church until 11:15 am


*if these pick-up times do not work please 
contact Courtney to make arrangements 

courtney@gspgoshen.com 

GOOD SHEPHERD NEWS

THANK YOU!!! 
For your ongoing support of Good Shepherd 

through your prayers as well as the God’s 
Work Our Hands Collection Faith did for us 

throughout the month of March.

mailto:courtney@gspgoshen.com


Faith Lutheran Church Newsletter  Easter 2022


HAPPENINGS FROM LENT

On Palm Sunday we paraded our way into 
worship waving our palm branches and 

singing Hosanna!

Pastor Jes taught a First Communion 
Class on February 25 for three of our 
young people; Kenzington & Harper 

Howard and Malachi Shorter. The Goshen News captured a photo of 
member, Ruth West receiving ashes at our 

Drive Thru Ashes on Ash Wednesday.

On Sunday, March 27 students 
from Good Shepherd Preschool 

and their families joined us in 
worship and sang songs that they 

sing in chapel each week.

The church mice 
were at it again… 

they tackled 
organizing the 

church shed, which 
you could hardly 

walk through. 
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LIVING CHURCH DIRECTORY CHANGES & CORRECTIONS 

Please note the following changes and corrections in your Living Church Directory.


- Dale & Jan Troyer have new phone numbers.  To protect their privacy new sheets with 
their correct phone numbers will be made and will be available at through email or in 
hard copy at the church.


- Meredith Green and Debbie Rostochak passed away during the Lenten season.  

ANNIVERSARIES 

4/20 Tom & Lauren Murto

4/24 Kathy & David Schrock

4/25 Brad & Colleen 

         Arnsdorf

4/29 Michele & Dick Murto


5/1 Courtney & David

       Williams

5/16 Brad & Heather 

        Bontrager

5/22 Al & Bonnie McDowell

5/24 Karen & Dennis 

        Gruntman

5/29 Jason & Shannon Smith


6/3  Dan & Ruth West

6/4  Emily & Alex Osborne

CELEBRATIONS IN EASTER 
(April 17 to June 4)


*if your special date was missed, please contact Dena in the office

BIRTHDAYS 
  

4/17 Adeline Newport

4/20 Jenna Coleman

4/20 Bryce Kramp

4/23 Rick Clark

4/24 Mark Coleman

4/25 Chris Meyer

4/27 John Place

4/27 Ben Johnson

4/28 Charlie Collins

4/29 Andy Holloman


5/1 Sharon Welsh

5/3 Dale Troyer

5/3 Duane Troyer

5/8 Connie Taylor

5/9 Malachi Shorter

5/10 Aaron Raffel

5/17 Dan West

5/21 David Williams

5/22 Lauren Murto

5/30 Erv Mullet


6/2 Karis Coleman

6/4 Mike Wheeler

6/4 Mitchell Williams


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

4/18 Cody Newport

4/22 Sheryl Schrameyer

4/23 Michelle Kercher

4/27 Janae Kline


5/2 Fred Avery

5/10 Jenna Coleman

5/10 Christopher Morrical

5/11 Thelma Gibson

5/15 Susan Doleys

5/18 Kim Harris

5/23 Kai Gibson

5/26 Adeline Newport

5/26 Jackson Unrue

5/28 Polly Chevalier


6/1 Dan Lynn

6/4 Courtney Williams

We lift up our prayers of joy for the Hickey family as a 
date has been set this month (April) for the adoption of 
the three children they have been fostering for the past 

few years.  Additionally, Pastor Jes is working with 
them to set a date for their baptisms here at Faith.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES CONTINUED: 
values and beliefs.  We want to get to know one another.  We want to know each other 
more than just a name and a face and which location you attended but to get to know one 
another as a whole person.  We desire to be in community with each other, united as one.  


Now is the time for us to really capitalize on this renewed energy and joy.  It is time for us 
to come together as a community of Faith and allow God to work in and through us and 
live out our mission and values.  And this only happens by each of you doing your part.  By 
getting back into the routine of coming to church regularly.  By coming and being 
authentically true to who you are; showing your joy and struggles, giving voice to your 
needs and hopes, letting others know and care about you.  By coming and taking 
whatever pre-cautions you desire; participating with a mask or upholding physical 
distancing, knowing that we will continue to provide options and alternative ways to live 
into your faith life. 


Folks, new life and renewed energy is bursting forth all around us even here in church.  
Soak it in like the sun rays beaming down.  Join in it as excited children playing outside.  
Feel it like you do as the breeze blows through your windows again.  Jesus is alive again 
and so are we!


Together with you in Faith +
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Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com

OFFICE HOURS 

Phones are answered 

Monday to Friday 


9 am to 4 pm


Pastor Jes’ day off is Monday.


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com


