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THE FAITHFUL

WHAT IS THE SEASON OF EASTER? 
Easter is not just one day that is filled with lilies and tulips, chocolate and eggs, and 
shouts of Alleluia.  Rather Easter is a whole liturgical season lasting seven weeks 
where we as Christians celebrate the Resurrection of God.  Celebrating how Jesus 
conquered the grave and gave us new life.  As we celebrate we focus on Jesus’ 
resurrection as well as noticing where the Spirit of the risen Christ is leading us in the 
world. 

Over the course of the seven weeks of Easter you will notice that the colors are bright 
in worship and you will feel as sense of newness.  This is in part because Easter falls 
in the Spring, where new life is budding all around us; flowers are poking out of the 
ground, buds are blooming on trees, butterflies and baby birds are taking flight.  
There is a freshness that is in the air.  But this feeling of newness is exactly what 
Easter brings to us. Newness of life.  The old is gone and new life springs forth.  

Additionally, in our liturgy you will hear Alleluia proclaimed often.  These shouts of 
Alleluia are our way of praising God, who has defeated death and remains present in 
our lives.  We praise God for the church across the world, even as you pray for its 
unity. We praise God for the goodness of creation. We praise God for the work of 
peacemakers, as you ask for war to cease. We praise God for the resurrection life, 
even as you ask for health and healing. We praise God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
as you pray for courage to proclaim God’s salvation to a broken world.

Easter @ Home bags have been put together by the Christian Growth Committee as 
a way for you to celebrate the season of Easter in your home this year. Pick up an 
Easter @ Home bag in the church breezeway beginning March 28, 2021 or check 
out the church website for an electronic version of the information only.
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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES:

As I was scrolling through Facebook one day, I 
came across a post by one of my seminary 
classmates with this picture.  At first glance, which 
mind you did not take into account all the wording 
nor the message that it was trying to convey, I was 
intrigued thinking that the post was encouraging us 
to remove the pews from our sanctuaries are 
replace them with couches, since this is how many 
Christians have been worshiping this past year.  But 
upon closer reading and understanding I found 
myself shouting “Amen!”


To be honest with you, one of my worries as the pandemic has continued on and 
things look as though masks, social distancing, and other precautions will continue 
to be our norm for much of 2021, regardless of vaccines and mask mandates, is 
people returning to in-person worship or not.  Will we ever have again the community 
of faith that gathers together on Sunday mornings or will our community be on the 
inter-webs or a hybrid of this?  Have people gotten out of the rhythm of coming to 
worship that we will not see them again?  Has the convince of not having to get 
ready to leave the house, wearing your pajamas and drinking your coffee on your 
couch as you attend worship virtually become comfortable?  These are some of my 
worries and questions.  


But then I read the post attached to this picture where Jeff McNiell says this, “ As 
church attendance numbers fade across the nation and online services become very 
convenient, it's important to remember why church attendance for you and your 
family matters so much.


You can't serve from your sofa. You can't have community of faith on your sofa. You 
can't experience the power of a room full of believers worshipping together on your 
sofa. Christians aren't consumers either. We are contributors. We don't watch. We 
engage. We give. We sacrifice. We encourage. We do life together.


The church needs you. And you need the church.


Wherever you are, find a local church where you and your family can be part of 
community and use your talents to advance the kingdom and reach others. To come 
alongside one another physically, not just through a screen. While I'm grateful for 
technology to keep people connected that can't physically come to a facility or need 
to be away, it's absolutely not like being in the building. Never will be. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 continue on page 4
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FINANCIAL REPORT                             (as of 2-28–2021)

February 

General Offerings $15,925 YTD General Offerings


For 2021 $32,837

February

Budget Expenses $22,814 YTD Budget Expenses


For 2021 $44,366

Monthly giving needed to meet our 2021 budget is $20,890.42

Our total 2021 budget is $250,685

Renovation 
Reimbursement YTD $270 Renovation 

Reimbursement Total
$20,106 


(from 6/1/2019)

* council set a goal of raising $20,000 per year between 2020-2025

COUNCIL MEMBERS 2021 

Fred Avery 

Treasurer 

Dave Hess 

Finance Liaison 

Grace Kercher 

Christian Growth Liaison 

Susi Miller 

Vice President 

Worship & Music Liaison 

Wayne Miller

Property Liaison 

Libby Morrical 

Secretary  

Hospitality & Outreach Liaison 

Dale Troyer 

President 

Pam VanderWey 

Social Ministry Liaison
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Yes, church on the sofa is nice. But it'll never be the same as church in the 
sanctuary.”


My brothers and sisters in Christ, I miss seeing you in worship.  I miss seeing your 
faces, feeling your hugs, laughing together at my blunders, hearing your joys and 
concerns, engaging you as I preach, and worshiping God through song with you.  We 
will continue to navigate this time, honoring people’s preference to worship at church 
as well as at home.  But please don’t get too comfortable at home worshipping from 
your couch because the church needs you and you need the church. 


Blessings +

Pastor Jes

FROM COUNCIL REGARDING RETURNING TO “NORMAL” AT FAITH 

In the fall the Church Council adapted a color coded system to help navigate our 
return to in-person worship and activities. This color coded system does NOT follow 
that the state of Indiana’s system.  But instead is based on recommendations from 
our Synod Bishop, the CDC, and the ever changing landscape of COVID-19 within 
our community.  They knew that this color coded system may need to be updated 
and adjusted as vaccines and cases fluctuated.  


With that said, the Church Council has reviewed our color coded system and is 
continuing to move us forward in a slow roll-out process to return us to pre-Covid 
days.  Doing so with great caution, vigilance, and Christian love for all God’s people.  
We long for the day when things can return to the way they once were but are also 
aware that living and worshipping together may look different than it did prior to 
2020.


From April 11, 2021 to May 16, 2021 we will be moving to the yellow stage in 
our color coded system.  What this means is the following:


• Worship will be offered by Live-Stream and In-person at 9:30 am

• In-person worship was limited to 75 people. (There is no RSVP needed.)

• Movement within worship will increase- continuous communion, stand for singing 

• Masks are required to be worn at all times. 

• All church sponsored in-person activities may resume with restrictions. 

• A simple Fellowship Hour may resume with a detailed plan for safety approved by 

Pastor.
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UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP & MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

CREATIVE SPIRITS CLASSES 

Let your creative spirit flow with Pastor 
Jes as she shares her gift of creativity 
and teaches a couple of classes this 
spring that connects faith with art.


All levels of creativity and skill are 
welcomed.  An open mind and 

willingness to try something new is 
required.   A detailed schedule with 
descriptions of each class will be 
shared in the bulletin and online 

beginning April 11, 2021.


Each class will be on Saturday 
mornings from 10 am to noon at 

church on May 1, May 8, May 15, and 
May 22.  Come to one or come to all!  

A small fee may be requested to offset 
cost of supplies.

SUMMER CAMP AT LUTHERWALD 

This summer our youth will be attending camp at 
Lutherwald over two weeks.  Our older 
Elementary and Jr. High youth (entering 4-9th 
graders) will spend a week at camp June 6 to 
June 11.  Our high school youth will be attending 
Sr. High Servant Camp June 27 to July 2.  Each 
youth is being asked to pay a small deposit and 
then the church will be covering the additional 
remaining costs of camp.  


If you are a family with a youth in these age groups, please register for camp by April 
20th and let Pastor Jes know you are going.  If you would like to support a youth 
going to camp, you may make a donation to the Youth Fund (place ‘youth fund’ in 
your memo line).

UKE FELLOWSHIP 

Do you love the ukulele?  Have you 
always wanted to learn to play?  Then 
Uke Fellowship is for you!


We are looking to gather a group of 
ukulele players (beginners and experts 
alike) on Saturdays in June and July.  
We will gather around the campfire at 
church to 
learn how to 
play the 
ukulele and 
some simple 
church songs.

If you are 
interested in 
participating, 
please let the 
office know by 
Sunday, May 
2.
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MODEL SURPRISE 

On March 24, the 
Social Ministry & 

Mission Committee 
surprised the staff at 

Model Elementary, our 
SOS partner school, 

with a little spring pick-
me up treat and thank 
you for all they do.  We 
know this school year 

has been extra stressful 
and the entire staff at 

Model has gone above 
and beyond to serve 

the students and 
families of Model.  

CHURCH WORK DAY 

Roll up your sleeves, put on 
your work gloves, and join us 
for a Church Work Day as we 
spruce up the outside of our 

building and yard on Saturday, 
April 24 from 10 am to 2 pm; 

come and go as your schedule 
allows.  We will have a number 

of projects outside for small 
groups of people to work on.  

Cold cuts, chips, desserts, and 
water will be provided. 


Watch for more 
information or 

contact the 
office if you 
would like to 

help. 

MINISTRY UPDATES

COMPASSION COURTYARD 

Thank you for your donations to 
our Compassion for Courtyard 
Healthcare that we have been 
collection items for throughout 

the season of Lent.  We have an 
abundance of goodies and 
activities for their staff and 
residents that we will be 

delivering to them on April 1.

STATIONS OF THE 
RESURRECTION 

Through the 50 days of  
Easter, Pathways 
Retreat Center (309 1/2 
Hackett Rd, Goshen) will 
be displaying their 
Stations of the 
Resurrection along the 
trail in their woods.  These stations mark 
the risen Christ’s appearances from dawn 
on the first Easter morning through the 
ascension.


You can visit Pathways to see these 
stations.  They ask that you are masked 
and keep 6ft distance between you and 
guests not in your group.  OR you can go 
to www.pathwaysretreat.org and see the 
stations from your home.

http://www.pathwaysretreat.org
http://www.pathwaysretreat.org
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WAYS TO SERVE AT FAITH THROUGH COMMITTEES 

One of the Church Council’s goals for this year is to live more fully into our vision of 
being pastor empowered and lay led. In order to do this the council is working with 

each of our committees to live out our calls to serve God and the church.  Below you 
will find a description of each of our committees and the chair/contact person for 
that committee if you feel you would like to serve on that committee.  More details 

about what each committee does will be coming out this summer. 

CHRISTIAN GROWTH 

The Christian Growth 
Committee is 

responsible for the 
Christian Education of 
our congregation, as 

well as our youth group.  
They coordinate our 

Sunday school program.


Contact Person(s)

Jillian Shively


Michelle Kercher

HOSPITALITY & 
OUTREACH 

The Hospitality & 
Outreach Committee is 

responsible for the 
fellowship and care of 

our members, as well as 
how we welcome 

others.


Contact Person

Debbie Rostochak

WORSHIP & MUSIC 

The Worship & Music 
Committee works 

alongside the music 
staff to plan authentic 

worship; including 
hymn/song selection, 

decorating the worship 
space, and planning the 

liturgical seasons.


Contact Person(s)

Pastor Jes

Susi Miller

SOCIAL MISSION & 
MINISTRY 

The Social Mission & 
Ministry Committee is 
responsible for sharing 

God’s good news to the 
greater Goshen 

community and world 
around us through 

service.


Contact Person

Sue Perri

PROPERTY & GROUNDS 

The Property & Grounds 
Committee is 

responsible for the 
maintenance and care 

of the Faith building and 
property.


Contact Person

Paul Kreuter

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 

The Stewardship & 
Finance Committee is 

responsible for the 
financial growth and 

management of Faith.


Contact Person

Fred Avery
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REGISTRATION OPEN 

We are now registering for the 2021-2022 
school year.  We will offer classes for children 2 
1/2 to 6 year of age. If you have a neighbor or a 
friend who may be interested encourage them to 
contact us.


Pre-K (4 yrs old by Aug 1, 2021)

9am to noon


5 days- $220/mo. 	 3 days (MWF)- $170/mo.


Preschool (3 yrs old by Aug 1, 2021)

9am to noon


5 days- $220/mo. 	 3 days (MWF)- $150/mo.


Jr. Preschool ( 2 1/2  yrs old by Sept 1, 2021)

9:30 am to 11:30 am


2 days (T/TH)- $90/mo.


Extended Day (PreK & Preschool)

Noon to 4pm


Available M-F $12.50/day


Register online at gspgoshen.com or contact 
Courtney at courtney@gspgoshen.com


574-533-3773

BUTTERBRAID FUNDRAISER 

We are overwhelmingly 
thankful for all of your help 

with our fundraiser!  We 
exceeded our goal and raise 
over $2,200!!!  A majority of 

the funds will be used to 
make improvement to our 
outdoor play/learning area, 

as well as for new curriculum.


Thank you so much for your 
ongoing support of this 

ministry.

http://gspgoshen.com
mailto:courtney@gspgoshen.com
http://gspgoshen.com
mailto:courtney@gspgoshen.com
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FAITH PRAYS FOR… 

HEALTH CONCERNS: 

Connie Taylor, Mike Wheeler, and all battling the 
Covid-19 virus


HOMEBOUND: 

Rick Clark, Mary Hurst, Letah Loy, Bob & 
Bobbie Schnell, Kathy Schrock, Carleen Shidler 


SENIOR LIVING: 

Florence Brumbaugh, Becky Christner, Violet 
Cory, Thelma Gibson, Meredith Green, Ron & 
Marilyn Kehr, Sue Kirkpatrick, Vic McKibbin, Erv 
Mullett, Dorothy Vance, Lavonne Yoder 


OTHER PRAYERS: 

strength and safety for first responders and 
those serving in the military 

CELEBRATIONS IN EASTER 
 (April 4- May 22)


BIRTHDAYS 

4/6 Polly Chevalier

4/7 Henry Newport

4/8 Colleen Arnsdorf 

4/9 Dave Hess

4/14 Sophia Miller

4/20 Jenna Coleman, Bryce Kramp

4/23 Rick Clark

4/24 Mark Coleman, Brandon Schrameyer

4/27 Ben Johnson, John Place

4/28 Charlie Collins

4/29 Andy Holloman

5/1 Sharon Welsh

5/2 Jim Pickard

5/3 Dale Troyer

5/8 Connie Taylor

5/10 Aaron Raffel

5/14 Ken Canen

5/14 Micah Hickey

5/21 David Williams

5/22 Lauren Murto


ANNIVERSARIES 

4/13 Duane & Jeanne Troyer

4/20 Tom & Lauren Murto

4/24 David & Kathy Schrock

4/25 Brad & Colleen Arnsdorf

4/29 Dick & Michele Murto

5/1 David & Courtney Williams

5/16 Brad & Heather Bontrager

5/22 Al & Bonnie McDowell (66 years!)

CELEBRATIONS IN EASTER 
(April 4- May 22)


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

4/10 Avah DeVoe

4/11 Darcy Sommerfield

4/14 Elkah DeVoe, Corbin Harrison

4/17 Peggy Ganger, Cynthia Hockins

4/18 Cody Newport

4/22 Sheryl Schrameyer

4/23 Michelle Kercher

4/27 Janae Kline

5/2 Fred Avery

5/10 Christopher Morrical

5/11 Thelma Gibson

5/15 Susan Doleys

5/18 Kim Harris

5/23 Kai Gibson


DIRECTORY UPDATE 
Joe, Sarah & Fred Herr

25609 County Road 24


Elkhart, IN 46517

phones are the same


Joe’s email: josaherr@gmail.com
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STAY CONNECTED

• Read the weekly news emails and updates sent from 

Faith, if you do not receive these emails sign up on 
announcement tab on website or contact the office 


• Ask the office to be notified of prayer requests


• Visit our website for updates faithgoshen.com

OFFICE HOURS  

Office Hours are 
Monday to Friday from


8 am to 3 pm


Pastor Jes’ day off is 
Monday.


(574) 533-5760

Office email:


faith@faithgoshen.com


SUNDAY WORSHIP  

9:30 am  In Person & 

	      Live-Stream


Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com

http://faithgoshen.com
http://faithgoshen.com

