
April 28, 2020


Brothers & Sisters in Christ-


Alleluia! Christ is risen!  As we continue to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord in this season of 
Pandemic Easter we give thanks for each of you and the ways you have been engaging and 
remaining connected to Faith the Coronavirus pandemic continues.  Thank you for joining us for 
worship and prayer on Facebook Live or later on our website, for joining Pastor John in his daily 
devotions on Facebook, with Pastor Jes on her Tuesday and Thursday check-ins and Wednesday 
night Youth Group on Zoom, with Dena on Saturdays for Bingo on Zoom, and through your offerings 
either through electronically giving or mailing a check to the church.  We are grateful.  


You may be wondering what’s next for us at Faith, as people around the country are beginning to 
have conversations about reopening; wondering when it is that we will gather in person again for 
worship.  Honestly, we don’t have the answer to that yet.  Last Thursday, April 23, 2020 your pastors 
and Church Council met via a Zoom video conference to discuss when we can reopen.  


At this time, we have made the decision for the health and safety of all of God’s children to 
continue to suspend all in person worship and church activities through the end of May, when 
we will reevaluate.  


Our decision to remain closed is following what we perceive will likely happen with the 
recommendations of the state of Indiana.  As of this writing of this letter, our shelter-in-place orders 
for Indiana remain in effect until May 1st.  However, other neighboring states have extended their 
order to May 15th, which we expect Indiana to follow as well.  Additionally, we believe once the 
shelter-in-place order has been lifted the state of Indiana will follow the federal recommendations 
around a three-phase re-opening plan for business in the country.  


We have begun having conversations about what we, Faith, will do as these phases begin being 
rolled out.  But ultimately, we will not have in-person worship until at least Phase 3, where individuals 
over the age of 60 or with pre-existing heath conditions are able to return to work and social 
gatherings.  We do not want to exclude anyone from worship and so we will wait until that the time 
when this can happen.  Until then we will continue to offer worship online on Sundays and 
Wednesdays; with the pastors and limited worship leadership leading worship from the sanctuary as 
soon as possible.


When we are able to gather again in person, things will be a little different for a while, as we will 
implement and practice social distancing and safety precautions.  This means we will encourage at 
least 6’ distance between person or households, which may mean we need to limit the number of 
people in worship and block off pews.  We will do everything possible to have clean hands and 
surfaces within the church, cleaning and sanitizing between services as well as asking you not to 
enter areas of the church.  We will encourage you to wear a mask when in public (being is worship is 
being in public), and staying home if you are sick.  Additionally, this will likely mean that activities like 
fellowship and sharing the peace will be suspended for a considerable amount of time.  And we will 
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find ways to share communion that protect all persons, this may be different than how we normally 
commune.


Brothers and sisters, these are uncertain times and we will get through them.  Thank you again for 
your faithfulness and patience as we continue to care for all God’s children by staying home and 
slowing the spread of this virus.


We will continue following things will continue throughout this next month:


- Sunday Morning Worship and Mid-Week Evening Prayer will continue through live-stream to the 
church Facebook page, with later postings to our website and Youtube channel.  Worship will be 
on Sundays at 9:30 am and Mid-Week Evening Prayer will be at 6:30 pm on Wednesdays.


- Pastoral care remains a top priority of Pastor Jes and Pastor John.  We are available via 
telephone, text, email, and video conferencing.  You can call or text Pastor Jes at (574) 626-4608 
or Pastor John at (574) 643-7608 or by calling the church at (574) 533-5760.


- The church office will remain closed. Only staff is allowed in the building. While you many have a 
church key we highly encourage you to not enter the building for the health and safety of our staff. 
If you feel you must come into the building you need to check in with the office staff prior to 
coming, regardless if you have a key or not. This will allow us to know who has been in and out of 
the build and staying on top of the cleaning of the building. Please call the church office prior to 
coming, (574) 533-5760. 

- We also encourage you to continue to give financially to the church during this time.  You can mail 
your donation to the church, give on-line (www.faithgoshen.com/give), or text to give 
( 574-212-0404).  Your ongoing stewardship during this time is greatly appreciated.


- We will continue to update any changes as they are made via email and social media.  If you have 
received news and know of someone who does not have these please call them and inform them 
on our behalf.


Blessing to you+


Pastor Jes & Pastor John and the members of Church Council
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