
Advent 2021 at Faith  

The Invitation:  
This year during the season of Advent we invite you to join us as we focus on the Advent Values of 
hope, peace, joy and love.  These values are represented by a candle within the Advent Wreath.  Each 
Sunday in worship we will learn about one of these values and then we invite you to dig deeper 
throughout the week with your Advent Bag.  Within your Advent Bag you will find activities to do as 
a family or with friends, scripture readings and prayers, and service project suggestions.   

Information about an Advent Wreath & Candles:  
Advent Wreaths and candles are used to mark the passing of the four weeks of Advent.  Traditionally 
each week a candle is lit, with an additional candle lit each consecutive week to mark the time. Each 
candle represents an Advent Value.  The first week represents hope; the second week represents 
peace; the third week represents joy; and the fourth week represents love.  On Christmas Eve we light 
all four candles plus a fifth candles that represents Jesus, the baby born on that night, who is the 
Light of the World. 

You can also mark time by using on candle that you lit each day for an hour or during your daily 



devotional/prayer time.  If you are using just a single candle, you can focus your devotional/prayer 
time on the Advent Value for that week. 

What you need:  
Because the Advent Values are connected with the Advent Wreath and candles, we do invite you to 
have an Advent Wreath or a candle at home.  Inside your Advent Bag you will find a paper copy of a 
wreath and candles that each member of your family can color and make throughout the season.  You 
can use just this paper Advent Wreath OR you can make your own wreath with candles and 
greenery.  You have also been given a candle that you can use for all of Advent as well.   

To make a wreath, place four votive candles on a plate in a circle with a pillar candle in the center.  In 
the church the three of votive candles can be either purple or blue and one can be pink with the pillar 
candle being white.  While this is what you will see in the church know that your candles can be 
whatever color you want.  You can have all white candles and wrap colored ribbons around them OR 
you can use whatever candles you have around your house.   

You will also need this packet as each week provides you with a ritual for lighting that week’s Advent 
candle.  It also has scripture passages, discussion questions about the Advent value for that week, 
and family activities to help you explore the value as well. 

On Sundays in Advent, you are encouraged to find time together as a family, maybe around dinner, 
where you light the candle for the week.  After lighting the candles read the scripture passage and 
have a discussion about the Advent value of that week. End your time with prayer. 

Blessings on your Advent journey.



November 28: Hope 

“Loving God, give light to our eyes and peace to our hearts.   
Help us watch and wait in coming for the coming of Jesus.  Amen.”

Light:  
  Today light the first candle for hope. 

Read:  
  Psalm 25:4-5 

Discuss:  
  What does it mean to have hope?  What do you think about when you hear  
  the word hope?  How can we share hope with others? 

Pray:  
  God, we thank you for giving us hope.  Help us to have hope and to share  
  hope as we wait for Jesus to be born.  Amen. 

Family Activities: 
- Draw a picture of the things you hope for 
- Fill a box with your hopes and dreams.  Keep your box private or share it with your 

family. 
- Planting seeds can be a symbol of hope, because it takes a long time for them to 

grow. Plant some seeds and watch them grow.  If it’s too cold to plant seeds now, 
make a plan to plant later.



December 5: Peace 

“Creator God, fill us with a sense of peace and love.   
Help us to listen to your voice in our lives each day.  Amen.”

Light:  
  Today light one candle, light another candle for peace. 

Read:  
  John 14:25-27 

Discuss:  
  What does it mean to have peace in your heart?  How can we share peace  
  in our family and in the world? 

Pray:  
  God, please help us to understand peace and to share it with others.  We wait  
  for Jesus to be born with hope and peace.  Amen. 

Family Activities: 
- Draw a picture of what peace means to you. 
- Write a letter to someone you think is a peacemaker and thank them for their work. 
- Look in magazines for pictures that seem peaceful or calming.  Make them into a 

collage as a family.



December 12: Joy 

“Living God, fill us with joy and wonder in all your creation.   
Help us to keep our hearts and hands open to others.  Amen.”

Light:  
  Today light two candle, light another candle for joy. 

Read:  
  Philippians 4:4-6 

Discuss:  
  What does it mean to rejoice?  How is joy the same or different from  
  happiness?  How can we share joy with others? 

Pray:  
  God, we thank you for the gift of joy.  Help us to share it with one another.   
  We wait for Jesus with hope, peace, and joy.  Amen. 

Family Activities: 
- Draw a picture of something that brings you great joy. 
- Smile at others when you see them.  See if they smile back! 
- Spend some time together as family and share in joy together: bake cookies, play a 

game, or read a story.



December 19: Love 

“Jesus, you are our greatest gift. 
Fill our homes with love and make us ready to receive you.  Amen.”

Light:  
  Today light three candle, light another candle for love. 

Read:  
  1 John 4:7-12 

Discuss:  
  When have you felt or seen God’s love?  How can we show God’s love to  
  the world? 

Pray:  
  God, thank you for showing us what true love is.  Help us to love you and to  
  love one another.  We wait for Jesus with ope, peace, joy, and love.  Amen. 

Family Activities: 
- Think of something kind to do for someone who needs to feel love today. 
- Draw a picture of what God’s love means to you. 
- Learn about sending love to others through a loving- kindness mediation.



December 24: Light 

“Living God, thank you for coming to live among us.   
Help us to live with hope, peace, joy and love.  Amen.”

Light:  
  Today light four candles, light a larger candle for Christ. 

Read:  
  Luke 2:1-16 

Discuss:  
  The day we have been waiting for is here!  How does it feel to celebrate the  
  birth of Jesus today?  What does the birth of Jesus mean to you? 

Pray:  
  God, today we are thankful for the birth of your son, Jesus, and for the  
  lessons he teaches us about how to love one another.  Help us throughout  
  the year to share hope, peace, joy and love wherever we go.  Amen. 

Family Activities: 
- Attend Christmas Eve worship together


