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THE FAITHFUL
A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JES:


All of us, most likely, have been feeling the strain of living the last 20 months in the midst 
of a global pandemic.  Feeling the strain of life being disrupted with shut downs and 
quarantining.  Of things not being “normal” wherever we go; slower wait times at 
restaurants, limited items on the shelves at the stores, wearing masks in public, and 
attending virtual meetings and school.  And that strain has been felt within the church too.  
Where I am hearing and witnessing more conversations around burnout from colleagues, 
clergy shortages in churches, and church as a whole dying as less and less people are 
returning to worship.

We have felt the strain here at Faith too, especially if you look at our history.  Yes, these 
past 20 months have been tough but so has a good portion of our life together as Faith.  
From the time we came together as one church with two locations we have experienced 
loss of members and friends, an ever changing rhythm of being church together, 
unsettled feelings and tension, lots of change, and many transitions.  I am not sure if we 
have ever felt a sense of “normal” here even before the pandemic.

This strain, this unsettledness, this struggle holds us in a place of grief, frustration, and 
negativity.  A place where we struggle to see the light on the horizon or hold onto hope or 
the blessings right in front of us.  We stand in the place of Good Friday, where the 
disciples watched as Jesus hung on the cross, crying out to God, suffering for all to see.  
The place where Jesus eventually breathed his last breath and died.  The place where 
fear and uncertainty, frustration and negativity overtook the disciples that they went and 
hid, unable to live out the life they had been commissioned and called to live.  The 
disciples were rendered helpless and stuck in that Good Friday moment.

But as we know, Jesus doesn’t stay dead nor do the disciples stay in that fearful and 
uncertain place of Good Friday.  Sunday morning arrives and Jesus is raised from the 
dead, walks alongside the disciples on the road to Emmas, makes himself known to them 
in the breaking of the bread, and commissions them once more to go out and make 
disciples- to live out God’s mission.   The disciples are moved to have hope and

continued on the next page
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see the new life that is springing forth.  Which is exactly where I see our lives together 
as Faith Lutheran.  Although we may feel like it, based on what we hear and what we 
see around us, we are not stuck in the fear, sadness, and uncertainty of Good Friday.  
We are instead, with the disciples celebrating the resurrection miracle of Easter 
morning.  There is new life springing up.  There is hope.  We have been blessed.

In fact, I believe that the last 20 months were a blessing for us more than a 
hinderance and devastating reality.  I believe that the pandemic has given us the 
space and time to heal from the losses, the pain, and the transitions that have been 
our past.  We have been strengthened from the pandemic to know and see that we 
need one another so that we can live out God’s call for us.  There is new life springing 
forth in this place.  There is resurrection hope.  God is alive.

I see this hope and new life as we:
- have been gathering together in new and creative ways to worship.  Providing 

services that utilizes all the gifts and style of worshipping that are authentic to our 
congregation, our gifts, and the needs before us.

- have welcomed a good number of folks who now call Faith their church home; 
regardless of membership or not.  Folks who have found us through our live-
streamed services, because our doors have been opened, and through word of 
mouth.

- have been able to continue to be God’s hands in our community through collections 
and serving as we have been able.

- have a fellowship groups like Uke-a-ladies, Card Club, and Pints with Pastor where 
deep relationships are being created across generational lines and former church 
affiliations.

- have found ways to support the Christian Education of our children and youth 
through Sunday School at Home Bags until it is safer for our young ones.

- have been blessed financially to sustain our ministry together as well. 
- have seen our preschool expand and grow as they celebrate their 50th year of 

ministry to the community.

We have embraced an ever changing landscape of what it means to be church in this 
time; remembering the past but living into the future.  This excites me and gives me 
hope for the years to come for our life together. It is my hope for this next year that we 
continue to build upon these areas of hope and new life.  Allowing ourselves to be 
people of the resurrection and not people stuck on Good Friday.  Growing as disciples 
as we study God’s Word, receive God’s grace, and show God’s love.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Together with you in Faith+	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Pastor Jes
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YEAR END GIVING  
Donations must be postmarked or 
deposited online by December 31, 
2021 to be on the 2021 Year End 

Charitable Giving Statements. The 
statements will be mailed to 

households mid-January. Contact 
Dena in the office with questions.

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CURRENT FINANCE OVERVIEW

Period Ending: 10/31/21

ACCOUNT BALANCES MONTHLY ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

INterra Checking $29,749.32 October General Giving $19,895.00

INterra Savings (Funds) $18,716.35 October Expenses $12,484.33 $20,887.00 $8,402.67

Elkhart Community Foundation $459,253.88 $7,410.07

Total Cash $507,719.55

YEAR TO DATE ACTUAL BUDGETTED VARIANCE

FUND BALANCES 
(INTERRA SAVINGS) 

YTD General Giving $197,457.02

Building $4,584.00 YTD Expenses $210,445.38 $208,894.00 -$1,551.38

Youth $8,364.11 -$12,988.36

Memorials $6,204.06

Sabbatical $825.04 GENERAL GIVING IN: 2021 2020 2019

Women’s $1,283.90 January $16,832.00 $15,109.55 $24,606.75

Discretionary $2,000.96 February $15,945.00 $22,380.31 $18,826.00

Funeral Dinners $1,275 March $24,669.00 $18,506.76 $22,599.75

Savings Opening $5.00 April $21,989.00 $16,201.00 $28,038.00

Total Funds $24542.07 May $18,927.00 $22,954.10 $16,577.00

June $17,983.00 $19,514.00 $18,838.56

July $22,390.02 $23,654.00 $17,61700

Renovation Reim. YTD $6,474 August $18,414.00 $15,747.00 14,688.00

Renovation Reim. Total $26,624.87 September $20,413.00 $17,259.00 $21,147.82

(Reported from June 1, 2019) October $19,895.00 $13,754.00 $16,562.14

November $13,505.42 $14,611.95

December $29,691.00 $28,659.40
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COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Sue Schrameyer & Dale Troyer 
were elected to serve on Church 
Council.  Their terms will end on 

12/31/2024


Sue and Dale will join the 
following Council members at 
their January 2022 meeting; 
where executive committee 

members and committee liaisons 
will be chosen for the year.


Grace Kercher 

term ends 12/31/22 

Susi Miller 

term ends 12/31/23 

Wayne Miller

term ends 12/31/22 

Libby Morrical

term ends 12/31/23 

Pam VanderWey 

term ends 12/31/23 

Additionally, in January Steve 
Kercher will join the Council as 
Treasurer of our congregation.

ANNUAL MEETING UPDATE

SYNOD ASSEMBLY 
DELEGATES 

Kendall & Susi Miller 
were elected to attend 
the Indiana-Kentucky 

Synod Assembly 

June 9-11, 2022 in 

Muncie IN with Pastor 
Jes.  At this year’s 

assembly there will be a 
Bishop election.

2022 BUDGET 

Dave Hess thanked the congregation for their 
faithfulness in giving to Faith this past year 
despite it being a unique year with transitions and 
a global pandemic.  Because of your faithfulness 
we have greatly reduced our yearly deficit and are 
hopeful for the year to come.


Dave shared the 2022 Proposed Budget making 
notes of where there were increases in the 
budget lines; which included an increase in pay 
for full-time staff for cost of living, changing 
accounting firms and the set-up fees included 
with that change, and an increase in the Worship 
and Music Committee budget line to 
accommodate their needs.


Those gathered approved the 2022 Budget of 
$264,290 which is an increase of $13,605 from 
2021.  With this increase and to meet the budget 
in 2022 we need to bring in $5,083 per week in 
offerings.  The Council and Finance committee 
encourage you to pray about your giving to Faith 
for this upcoming year and see where you might 
increase your giving or become more regular in 
your giving to our church.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPDATES

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

As of the writing of this newsletter our county is 
in the red based on the Indiana Department of 
Health.  Because our county is in the red our 
church will adhere by the protocols that Council 
put in place.  These protocols allow us to 
continue to worship indoors with masks and 
social distancing.  It does however, mean that 
all church sponsored activities outside of 
worship are cancelled at this time.  We do not 
know the duration of how long we will be in the 
red protocols, but we are hopeful that we will 
return to orange shortly.  


Please note, that regardless of the change 
of Covid-19 status the following things WILL 
continue to happen: 

- Sunday Morning Worship Services

- Christmas Eve Worship Services

- Musical group rehearsals (as these groups 

support the worship experience)

BLOOD DRIVE 
A Blood Drive will take place at Faith on 

Thursday, December 9 from 1-6 pm for the 
American Red Cross.  There is a great need for 
blood donations throughout our country.  If you 

are able to donate we encourage you to sign 
up online at redcrossblood.org or by calling 

800-733-2767. Dena can also help you 
schedule a donor appointment.


 


If you would like to volunteer your time by 
registering people who come or working the 
snack table please call Dena in the church 

office at 574-533-5760.

Sign ups for both donating blood and 
volunteering are linked to our website, 

faithgoshen.com on announcement tab.

LIVING CHURCH DIRECTORY

PICK UP YOUR NEW  
FAITH DIRECTORY TODAY! 

 + One per household please.  If you need an 
additional copy write your name on the sheet 

below.  We will get it to you ASAP. 


+ If you notice edits needed, please email the 

changes to faith@faithgoshen.com


 +Please take a few extra sheet protectors for 
additions to the directory!

RED

http://redcrossblood.org
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FUNERAL MEAL HELP 

When a family is grieving the death of a 
loved one, our church provides them 

with a meal as a way to offer our 
support and honor the faithfully 

departed.  We are currently working to 
update our list of those members who 
are willing to help with Funeral meals.  

We need volunteers to make food, help 
with the set up and clean up of the 

space, and those who can work in the 
kitchen during the meal.  If are able to 
volunteer in any way, please sign-up in 

the narthex or through the church 
website (under the announcement tab).

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

A service geared towards families with 
young children; where the story of the Holy 
Night will be told with costumes and carols.


A traditional service with special music 
beginning at 7:00 pm.  This service will be 

live-streamed and in-person.


A service of the Word under the stars and 
around campfires outdoors.Angel Tree gifts and or monetary 

donations are due by December 5 to the 
church, unwrapped but labeled, please!

Order your Christmas Poinsettias for our 
Christmas Eve Worship services TODAY!!
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Please note that the Advent Brunch to 
follow is dependent on our Covid-19 

protocols being in the orange. 

A service for those who find the 
holidays hard due to grief, loneliness, 

depression, and so much more. 

Keep these activities on your radar, 
the events WILL MEET only if our 

Covid-19 protocols change to orange.

Thursday, Dec. 2nd

Tuesday, Dec. 14th
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HAPPENINGS FROM THE FALL

Thank you Kathy Johnson, Larry Hostetler & Faith 
Neher for keeping our landscaping looking nice.

Dena giving blood at our 
last blood drive.  We 
collected 17 units.

The crew getting things 
ready for our Drive-Thru 

Fish Fry.

Pints with Pastor has been 
a big hit!  We have filled 

two long tables each time 
we have met this fall.

Our 8:30 am spoken word outdoor service gathers 
regardless of rain or snow!  Join them as they bundle 

up and gather around campfires this winter.

The Uke-a-ladies keep 
working on new music 

to share with the 
congregation as they 
grow their friendships 

with one another.

Thank you to the 
number of volunteers 

who helped us put 
together Faith’s new 

Living Church 
Directories!
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CARD MINISTRY 
Did you know we have a card ministry in the 

narthex? The Hospitality and Outreach Committee 
put together this ministry as a way to reach out to 
our church family and friends.  There are birthday 
cards, anniversary cards, get well cards, and so 

much more.  Help yourself to a free greeting card or 
bring your extras to share!  


Send a card out to those with birthdays, baptism 
birthdays, anniversaries, or just to say Hello!  


The office can provide postage for you. Just leave 
the cards in Dena’s mailbox, she’ll drop it in the mail.

ANNIVERSARIES 

11/30  Fred & Cheryl     

               Avery


12/19 Rick & Jan Clark


12/22  Erv & Bonnie 

              Mullet


12/22  Mike & Carolyn  

              Wheeler


12/23  Frank & Barb

	      Piaskowy


12/28    Connor & 

          Mackenzie Deal


12/29  John & Vanette 

	      Kashmer


CELEBRATIONS IN ADVENT & CHRISTMAS  
(November 28- January 2)


*if your special date was missed, please contact Dena in the office

BIRTHDAYS 

12/2 Harper Howard

12/2 Barb Piaskowy

12/6 Chase Shorter

12/7 Dave Carlson

12/7 Ryan VanderWey

12/11 Jacob Szynal

12/15 Diane Hess

12/18 Scott DeVoe

12/19 Larry Hostetler

12/20 Kelly Simpson

12/21 Jane Jamison

12/21 Michele Murto

12/24 Janae Kline

12/25 Brad Bontrager

12/28 Ellie Kercher

12/28 Emily Osborne

12/31 Connor Deal

1/2 Dan Lynn


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS 

11/29 Alex Schrameyer

11/30 Susan Shidler

12/1  Andy Holloman

12/9 Laura Newport

12/15 LaVonne Unrue

12/18 Jessica King

12/22 MariLynn Lynn

12/22 Carolyn Wheeler

12/22 Mike Wheeler

12/23 Dena Deal

12/23 Jim Morrical

12/31 Tammy Yoder

1/1 Rosie Miller

1/1 Rick Clark

1/1 Sherri Kramp

DIRECTORY INFORMATION 
Next month we will be sharing 
updates with you to make at 

home on your new Faith Living 
Directory.  Yes, there are 

already changes & corrections!  


Sadly, we’ve had a couple of 
deaths.  Joyfully, we have a 

couple of pages to add!  If you 
have any edits or changes, 

please email or call them into 
the office, thank you!
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Faith Lutheran Church

202 S Greene Rd

Goshen IN 46526


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com

OFFICE HOURS 

Phones are answered 

Monday to Friday 


9 am to 4 pm


Pastor Jes’ day off is Monday.


(574) 533-5760

faith@faithgoshen.com


