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Plot Twist 
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 “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he 

told them many things in parables, saying: ‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 

scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on 

rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was 

shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 

had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other 

seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.’” Matthew 13:1-9 (NIV) 

 

Maintain your connection with God.  

 

Pursue downward mobility.  

 

Get above the world.  

 

https://www.npr.org/2017/08/20/544861933/how-one-man-convinced-200-ku-klux-klan-

members-to-give-up-their-robes 

 

Talk About It Questions 

1. What is your first impression of this parable? What parts of the story do you find 

interesting? What does not make sense? 

2. What are some ways that God may be at work “under the surface” in your life?  

3. What are some practical ways that you can maintain confidence in God’s Word, 

especially when things in your life may seem hopeless to you? 

4. How does one “have ears to hear” Jesus? 

5. Respond to this quote from Charles Haddon Spurgeon: “Give minutes of prayer is worth 

more than five years of idle talk.” 

6. Pastor James talked about prayer making ripples in the water of your life. What are some 

things that you could pray about today in order to make ripples? 

7. The concept of downward mobility may be a new one for you. Downward mobility is a 

shifting of our lives away from trying to be the greatest or strongest person among our 

peers. How is/can God lead you to becoming more downwardly mobile? 

8. Respond to Abraham Lincoln’s statement: “I don’t like that man. I must get to know him 

better.” How can you apply this statement to your life? 

   


