
More Than A Feeling 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  
Matthew 22:37-40 (NIV) 

“Listen, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.  And you must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, and all your strength. And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands 
that I am giving you today. Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at 
home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up. Tie them to your 
hands and wear them on your forehead as reminders. Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (NLT) 
 
Love is more than a feeling.  Love is action. 
 
We need to acknowledge who God is. 
 
We need to give God our undivided devotion.   
 
Obedience is a requirement if we love God.   
 
We must teach our children what it means to love God. 
 
Loving God should penetrate every part of our lives.   
 
Loving God is a command.   

David prayed to God for the baby. David fasted and went into his house and stayed there, lying on the ground 
all night. The elders of David’s family came to him and tried to pull him up from the ground, but he refused to 
get up or to eat food with them. On the seventh day the baby died.  David’s servants were afraid to tell him that 
the baby was dead. They said, “Look, we tried to talk to David while the baby was alive, but he refused to listen 
to us. If we tell him the baby is dead, he may do something awful.” When David saw his servants whispering, he 
knew that the baby was dead.  So he asked them, “Is the baby dead?” They answered, “Yes, he is dead.” Then 
David got up from the floor, washed himself, put lotions on, and changed his clothes.  Then he went into 
the LORD’s house to worship.  After that, he went home and asked for something to eat.  His servants gave him 
some food, and he ate.  2 Samuel 12:16-20 (NIV) 

Looking for a loophole, he asked, “And just how would you define ‘neighbor’?” Jesus answered by telling a 
story. “There was once a man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho. On the way he was attacked by robbers. 
They took his clothes, beat him up, and went off leaving him half-dead. Luckily, a priest was on his way down 
the same road, but when he saw him he angled across to the other side. Then a Levite religious man showed up; 
he also avoided the injured man. A Samaritan traveling the road came on him. When he saw the man’s 
condition, his heart went out to him. He gave him first aid, disinfecting and bandaging his wounds. Then he 
lifted him onto his donkey, led him to an inn, and made him comfortable. In the morning he took out two silver 
coins and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take good care of him. If it costs any more, put it on my bill—I’ll 
pay you on my way back.’ “What do you think? Which of the three became a neighbor to the man attacked by 
robbers?” “The one who treated him kindly,” the religion scholar responded. Jesus said, “Go and do the 
same.” Luke 10:30-37 (Message) 



“If you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that much. If 
you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even pagans do that.”  Matthew 
5:46-47 (NLT) 
 
Talk About It 
 
1. If you could ask Jesus any question, what would it be? How do you think Jesus would respond? 

 
2. What does the phrase, “Love God, Love people” mean to you? 

 
3. Do you think that love is more than pure emotion, that it is also action? Why or why not? 

 
4. What is one way you can acknowledge who God is? 

 
5. Have you ever loved anything with all your soul, strength, and mind?  If so, what was it? 

 
6. What do you think about the notion that we should only love God in that way? 

 
7. In what ways can we orient our lives, thoughts, and attitudes to keep God as our one true God and not share 

our devotion with other entities? 
 

8. Do you think obedience is a requirement of loving God?  Why or why not? 
 

9. What do you think is the biggest obstacle in teaching children to love God? 
 

10. Why do you think God makes it such a high priority for parents to teach their children to love Him? 
 

11. Do you think you’ve put God in a “God box” or compartmentalized your life so that your faith is separated 
from other areas of your life? What are some actionable steps you might take to allow your relationship 
with God to infiltrate all areas of your life? 
 

12. Have you experienced a time in your life when it was difficult to love God? If so, how did you overcome 
that? 
 

13. Why is it difficult to love people who are different than us, believe differently than us, act differently than 
us? 
 

14. What do you think Jesus thinks of the contentious dissent that sometimes occurs between Christ-followers 
(especially that which is occurring on social media)? 
 

15. What do you think Jesus would say to Christ-followers who are treating others unkindly? 
 

16. How might we respond to those who believe differently than us instead of getting into a heated verbal 
debate in which others are verbally torn down? 


