
The Gift of Hope 
 
May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in you.  Psalm 33:22 (NIV) 
 
yahal  = “to confidently expect, to trust, to patiently wait” 
 
Creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice—it was the choice of the one who 
subjected it—but in the hope that the creation itself will be set free from slavery to decay and 
brought into the glorious freedom of God’s children.  Romans 8:20-21 (CEB) 
 
Sin is a spiritual reality that’s toxic to every aspect of creation. 
 
We were saved in hope.  If we see what we hope for, that isn’t hope.  Who hopes for what they 
already see?  But if we hope for what we don’t see, we wait for it with patience.  Romans 8:24-25 
(CEB) 
 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:38-39 (NRSV) 
 
The only way to maintain hope in a hopelessly broken world is to place your hope in the 
unfailing love of God. 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What are some ways that you normally prepare for the Christmas season? 
 
2.  What do you think “hope” means? 
 
3.  What are somethings you often put your hope in? 
 
4.  When is a time that your hopes were dashed or came crashing down? 
 
5.  If the Hebrew word for “hope” in Psalm 33 has the meaning “to confidently expect, to trust, 
to patiently wait”, how does that reality impact your experience of hope? 
 
6.  If sin is a spiritual reality that’s toxic to every aspect of creation, how do you think sin affects 
your capacity for hope? 
 
7.  How frustrated would you say you are right now?  How do you think sin and selfishness and 
brokenness are related to that? 
 
8.  What do you think is needed in your life for you to experience more of a God-centered hope?  
What do you want to do about that?  What’s stopping you from doing that? 
 



9.  How do you respond to the idea that an identity in Christ cannot be shaken by the negative 
circumstances that befall you—when you belong to Jesus, that frees you, that can give you hope? 
 
 


