
Abnormal Perspective 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the exiles of the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia, who have been chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by the 
Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled with his blood:  May grace and peace be 
yours in abundance.  1 Peter 1:1-2 (NRSV) 
 
Followers of Jesus are called to a life of radical faith and devotion. 
 
If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that?  But if you endure when 
you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval.  For to this you have been called, 
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 
steps.  1 Peter 2:20-21 (NRSV) 
 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
1 Peter 2:9 (NRSV) 
 
Followers of Jesus are called to take on a new identity in Christ. 
 
Followers of Jesus are called to show what we believe by how we behave. 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind.  Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on the contrary, repay with a 
blessing.  It is for this that you were called—that you might inherit a blessing.  For “Those who 
desire life and desire to see good days, let them keep their tongues from evil and their lips from 
speaking deceit; let them turn away from evil and do good; let them seek peace and pursue it.  1 
Peter 3:8-11 (NRSV) 
 
Followers of Jesus are called to seek peace and pursue it, to turn away from evil and do good. 
 
What will it take for you to live out God’s calling for your life boldly and unashamedly? 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  When was a time that you felt truly loved and cared about? 
 
2.  When was a time that you were not chosen or picked for something?  How did that feel? 
 
3.  How would you say you respond when people treat you as if you are unimportant or 
unvalued? 
 
4.  Do you believe God has a calling for your life?  If so, what are some parts of that calling? 
 
5.  What are some things you would be willing to sacrifice to follow God’s calling for your life? 
 



6.  Do you think who you are is more important than what you do?  Why or why not? 
 
7.  What are some ways that you struggle to see yourself as you believe God sees you? 
 
8.  What are some things you do that you believe shows the love of God to people? 
 
9.  What will it take for you to live out God’s calling for your life more boldly and unashamedly? 
 
 


