
Is There Really a Heaven and a Hell? 
 
God is personal, holy, love. 
 
Everyone has sinned and is far away from God’s saving presence.  Romans 3:23 (GNT) 
 
Every human being is sinful. 
 
Sin separates every human person from God. 
 
Because of God’s holiness and justice, there are consequences for human sin. 
 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29 (ESV) 
 
Jesus’ sacrificial love on the cross was an act of grace that offers us forgiveness and salvation 
which none of us deserves because of our sin. 
 
We can understand someone dying for a person worth dying for, and we can understand how 
someone good and noble could inspire us to selfless sacrifice.  But God put his love on the line 
for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.  Romans 
5:7-8 (MSG) 
 
God’s grace is rooted in God’s radical love for us. 
 
For God expressed His love for the world in this way:  He gave His only Son so that whoever 
believes in Him will not face everlasting destruction, but will have everlasting life.  Here’s the 
point.  God didn’t send His Son into the world to judge it; instead, He is here to rescue a world 
headed toward certain destruction.  John 3:16-17 (VOICE) 
 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  The only way to the Father is through me.  John 14:6 
(NCV) 
 
“If you are a Christian, you do not have to believe that all the other religions are simply wrong 
all through.  If you are a Christian, you are free to think that all these religions, even the queerest 
ones, might contain at least some hint of the truth.”  C. S. Lewis 
 
“I and the Father are one.”  John 10:30 (NIV) 
 
Whether or not your faith is in Jesus matters for the salvation of your soul. 
 
The belief in more than one way to God is really a belief that truth does not exist or, even more 
to the point, that truth doesn’t matter. 
 



He wants all people to be saved.  He wants them to come to know the truth.  There is only one 
God.  And there is only one go-between for God and human beings.  He is the man Christ Jesus.  
1 Timothy 2:4-5 (NIRV) 
 
God desires for all people to be saved.  Hell is not God’s intention for anyone. 
 
God does not send anyone to hell.  We choose either heaven or hell of our own free will. 
 
No one who has faith in God’s Son will be condemned.  But everyone who doesn’t have faith in 
him has already been condemned for not having faith in God’s only Son.  The light has come into 
the world, and people who do evil things are judged guilty because they love the dark more than 
the light.  John 3:18-19 (CEV) 
 
In the final judgment God will respect our free choices. 
 
Ever since the creation of the world, God’s invisible qualities—God’s eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, because they are understood through the things God has made.  
So humans are without excuse.  Romans 1:20 (CEB) 
 
All persons will be judged fairly by God on the basis of their knowledge of God and their ability 
to respond to that knowledge. 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What would your parents have done if they caught you lying when you were a child? 
2.  When have you told the truth even though it wasn’t easy?  What do you think of that now? 
3.  If you were to try and define God with three words, what would those three words be? 
4.  If you were to try and define sin with three words, what would those three words be? 
5.  What do you think are some consequences of human sin? 
6.  When you sin, do you think you deserve forgiveness?  Why or why not? 
7.  What is your understanding of God’s offer of salvation to human beings? 
8.  How much did you think God loved you when you were a child?  How much do you think 
God loves you now?  How does your understanding of human sinfulness factor into these 
thoughts? 
9.  What do you think of God sending Jesus into the world not to judge it but instead to rescue a 
world headed toward certain destruction?  How would you explain this to someone? 
10.  What do you think of Jesus’ claim to be the only way to God?  How would you explain this 
to someone? 
11.  What are your thoughts about world religions other than Christianity? 
12.  What are your thoughts about heaven? 
13.  What are your thoughts about hell? 
14.  What do you think of the idea that God does not send anyone to hell; we choose either 
heaven or hell of our own free will? 
 
 


