
What Kind of God is God? 
 
The most spiritually persistent question people ask—across every world religion, every 
philosophy, every worldview—is:  “Why is there evil and suffering in the world?” 
 
There is no simple answer that can be given that will satisfy all the emotional pain of suffering. 
 
We know that all that God created has been groaning.  It is in pain as if it were giving birth to a 
child.  The created world continues to groan even now.  Romans 8:22 (NIRV) 
 
God is not behind what’s tragic in this world—much less responsible for it—people are. 
 
God lets us choose, and our choices have brought pain and heartache and destruction. 
 
We are suffering the natural consequences of selfish behavior that’s guaranteed to produce pain. 
 
“Free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only thing that makes possible any love or 
goodness or joy worth having.”  C. S. Lewis 
 
Without the willingness to be wounded on the deepest levels, there cannot exist authentic loving 
relationships on the deepest levels. 
 
“To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and 
possibly broken.  If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no 
one.  Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements, lock it up 
safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness.  But in that casket—safe, dark, motionless, 
airless, it will change.  It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, 
irredeemable.  The only place outside of Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all the 
dangers of love is Hell.”  C. S. Lewis 
 
He is restraining himself on account of you, holding back the End because he doesn’t want 
anyone lost.  He’s giving everyone space and time to change.  2 Peter 3:9 (MSG) 
 
In Jesus, God himself entered into the process of healing the wounds that come from our hurtful 
choices by entering into our sufferings with us in order to lift us out of them. 
 
Will you allow the pain and suffering of our world to drive you away from God or draw you to 
God? 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What are some of your hopes for the future? 
 
2.  When is a time that you felt really free? 
 



3.  When is a time that you or your family moved, and it was difficult?  What do you think of 
that? 
 
4.  What is a memory you have from when you were young that troubles you or brings you 
regret? 
 
5.  When you were in elementary school, what did you think about God? 
 
6.  How has your understanding of the nature of God changed over time? 
 
7.  If someone were to ask you “Why is there evil and suffering in the world?”, how would you 
respond? 
 
8.  What are some things you are struggling with?  What do you think of that? 
 
9.  Do you think God is responsible for the hurt and tragedy we humans experience?  Why or 
why not? 
 
10.  When is a time that you used your freedom in a way that brought hurt to you or to someone 
else? 
 
11.  When is a time that you suffered for doing right? 
 
12.  Do you think it’s possible that suffering might bring change into a person’s life for the 
better?  How? 
 
13.  What do you think of the idea—free will, though it makes evil possible, is also the only 
thing that makes possible any love or goodness or joy worth having. 
 
14.  What do you think of the idea—without the willingness to be wounded on the deepest levels, 
there cannot exist authentic loving relationships on the deepest levels. 
 
15.  What do you find helpful in dealing with struggles or problems? 
 
 
 


