
Shouldn’t Christians Act Better? 
 
“I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians.  Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.”  
Mahatma Gandhi 
 
What’s needed to act more Christian than unChristian? 
 
1.  Abandon religious legalism 
 
“Watch out, all you religious scholars!  Judgment will come on you too!  You load other people 
down with unbearable burdens of rules and regulations, but you don’t lift a finger to help 
others.”  Luke 11:46b (VOICE) 
 
2.  Avoid condemning judgmentalism 
 
“Don’t condemn others, and God won’t condemn you.  God will be as hard on you as you are on 
others!  He will treat you exactly as you treat them.”  Matthew 7:1-2 (CEV) 
 
3.  Abstain from hypocrisy 
 
“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.  Hypocrites!  For you are 
so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and 
self-indulgence!”  Matthew 23:25 (NLT) 
 
4.  Abolish unloving intolerance 
 
Acceptance and affirmation are two different things. 
 
Legal tolerance 
 
Relational tolerance 
 
“Well, I do not condemn you either; all I ask is that you go and from now on avoid the sins that 
plague you.”  John 8:11 (VOICE) 
 
Intellectual tolerance 
 
“I am the way and the truth and the life.”  John 14:6a (NIV) 
 
5.  Abhor sexism and racism 
 
God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created them, male and 
female God created them.  Genesis 1:27 (CEB) 
 
“Love your neighbor as you love yourself.”  But if you treat people according to their outward 
appearance, you are guilty of sin.  James 2:8b-9a (GNT) 



 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What’s one thing that you would say you are good at? 
 
2.  When you were young, who was someone you tried to pattern your life after?  Why? 
 
3.  How would you respond if someone said to you:  “I like your Christ; I do not like your 
Christians; your Christians are so unlike your Christ”? 
 
4.  What are some ways that Christians sometimes act that can become a barrier to people who 
are not yet followers of Jesus even considering the option of putting their faith in and patterning 
their lives after Jesus? 
 
5.  In your experience, what are some examples of a counterfeit, legalistic faith? 
 
6.  When is a time that you have felt condemned and judged by someone?  What was that like for 
you? 
 
7.  When is a time that you condemned and judged someone else?  What do you think of that? 
 
8.  What do you think of the idea that when people are doing things that are unloving or 
destructive to others, it is not being condemning to lovingly warn them that they need to change?  
If you were to do this, how would you go about it? 
 
9.  When is a time that you experienced someone being hypocritical? 
 
10.  When is a time that you have been hypocritical? 
 
11.  How are you more like Jesus now than you were five years ago? 
 
12.  What do you think of the idea that when it comes to tolerance, acceptance and affirmation 
are two different things? 
 
13.  What are your thoughts on sexism and racism in the lives of Christians?  What do you think 
should be done about it? 
 
 


