
What’s the Point of Church? 
 
When the church is truly being the church God intends, there’s nothing more life-transforming. 
 
When authentically being the body of Christ at work in the world, the church is the hope of the 
world and is to be the most powerful force of love in the world. 
 
“Father, may they all be one as You are in Me and I am in You; may they be in Us, for by this 
unity the world will believe that You sent Me.”  John 17:21 (VOICE) 
 
heis = unity & uniqueness. 
 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  1 Corinthians 12:27 (ESV) 
 
The church is not some peripheral human-made organization; it is the irreplaceable body of 
Christ called to fulfill God’s mission of the redemption of the world.  You can’t be a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus and live a life apart from his body, the church. 
 
So now I am giving you a new commandment:  Love each other.  Just as I have loved you, you 
should love each other.  Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.”  John 13:34-35 (NLT) 
 
The heart of the Christian mission is to minister with the least and the lost. 
 
“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.”  Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 
 
The Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.”  Luke 19:10 (NLT) 
 
Unity is maintained in relationships by not being suspicious of one another or assuming the 
worst about one another.  Unity is maintained in relationships through being generous in spirit 
and working in God-honoring ways through conflicts that are inevitable given the unique ways in 
which each one of us is created. 
 
The church was created by God to be a people who so deeply believe in Jesus and with such 
commitment that their lives are joyfully given to God as instruments in seeking to cause the will 
of God to be done “on earth as it is in heaven”. 
 
koinonia = “communion, fellowship, sharing, participation”. 
 
The point of the church is to empower people to become like and love like Jesus. 
 
“I will build My church.  The church will reign triumphant even at the gates of hell.”  Matthew 
16:18 (VOICE) 
 
 



Talk About It 
 
1.  What’s one thing you appreciate about your personal uniqueness? 
 
2.  Where do you like to go when you feel significantly stressed? 
 
3.  What were three to four words you would have used to describe the church when you were 
young?  Why? 
 
4.  What were three to four words you would use to describe the church now?  Why? 
 
5.  How would you describe what you believe is God’s intention for the church? 
 
6.  What are some things that you believe have broken the heart of God about the church? 
 
7.  What are some of your thoughts about the oneness of the church as the body of Christ? 
 
8.  What are some ways that you’re aware of that the church has been life-transforming? 
 
9.  If God is love and the church is to live in that love and through that love as a deeply loving 
community that’s self-giving and sacrificial, what are some ways that you believe the church 
should be living that out? 
 
10.  What do you think of the idea that unity is maintained in relationships through being 
generous in spirit and working in God-honoring ways through conflicts that are inevitable given 
the unique ways in which each one of us is created? 
 
11.  If the church is not some peripheral human-made organization but is the irreplaceable body 
of Christ called to fulfill God’s mission of the redemption of the world, what do you think of the 
idea that you can’t be a fully devoted follower of Jesus and live a life apart from his body, the 
church? 
 
12.  If Jesus came to seek and save those who are lost and if you are a follower of Jesus, what are 
some ways you may be a part of that? 
 
 
 


