
Weird Pursuits 
 
Are you willing to be odd for God? 
 
The struggle in following Jesus is real, but not new. 
 
So prepare your minds for action and exercise self-control.  Put all your hope in the gracious 
salvation that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world.  1 Peter 1:13 (NLT) 
 
Be calm and collected in spirit. 
 
Practice the presence of God. 
 
Trust with full confidence. 
 
So you must live as God’s obedient children.  Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to 
satisfy your own desires.  You didn’t know any better then.  1 Peter 1:14 (NLT) 
 
But now you must be holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy.  For the 
Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am holy.”  1 Peter 1:15-16 (NLT) 
 
What God calls holy; the world calls weird.  What God calls good; the world calls odd. 
 
God does not call Jesus followers to fit into an unholy culture but to stand out.  
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  How popular or unpopular would you say you were in high school?  What do you think of 
that now? 
 
2.  In what ways in your life have you felt like a misfit or socially unacceptable? 
 
3.  What do you think are some self-centered values of contemporary American culture?  Which 
ones are you most tempted to accept? 
 
4.  How well would you say you normally exercise self-control in your relationships? 
 
5.  When is a time that you were made fun of or ostracized because of your faith in Jesus?  What 
was the reason you believe that took place?  What do you think of that? 
 
6.  How calm and collected in spirit would you say you usually are?  How might you improve in 
that? 
 
7.  What are some ways that you seek to practice the presence of God in your life? 
 



8.  In times of personal crisis do you tend to lean more on God or to blame God?  What do you 
think the reason for that is? 
 
9.  In what ways do you want to more faithfully stand out from an unholy culture? 
 
 


