
Unusual Perseverance 
 
“You may encounter many defeats, but you must not be defeated.  In fact, it may be necessary to 
encounter the defeats, so you can know who you are, what you can rise from, how you can still 
come out of it.”  Maya Angelou 
 
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as strangers, scattered throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.  1 Peter 1:1 (NASB) 
 
You should greatly rejoice in what is waiting for you, even if now for a little while you have to 
suffer various trials.  Suffering tests your faith which is more valuable than gold (remember that 
gold, although it is perishable, is tested by fire) so that if it is found genuine, you can receive 
praise, honor, and glory when Jesus the Anointed, our Liberating King, is revealed at last.  1 
Peter 1:6-7 (VOICE) 
 
Jesus followers may perceive trials as tests that show whether our faith is genuine. 
 
“stranger” = “alien”, “foreigner”, “sojourner”, “pilgrim” 
 
This world is not our home.  Something so, so much better is waiting for us. 
 
We’re to be different from the world precisely because of our commitment to Christ. 
 
Although you haven’t seen Jesus, you still love Him.  Although you don’t yet see Him, you do 
believe in Him and celebrate with a joy that is glorious and beyond words.  You are receiving the 
salvation of your souls as the result of your faith.  1 Peter 1:8-9 (VOICE) 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity 
for great joy.  For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.  
So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing.  James 1:2-4 (NLT) 
 
If you are a follower of Jesus, the issue is not if your faith will be tested but when your faith will 
be tested. 
 
Godly perseverance is not having the strength to go on all on your own—it’s going on when you 
don’t have the strength in and of yourself, but you find it in Jesus. 
 
Any temptation you face will be nothing new.  But God is faithful, and He will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can handle.  But He always provides a way of escape so that you will 
be able to endure and keep moving forward.  1 Corinthians 10:13 (VOICE) 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  How many times did your family move when you were growing up?  What did you think of 
that then?  What do you think of that now? 



 
2.  How geographically scattered is your family now?  What do you think of that? 
 
3.  What are some ways that you think followers of Jesus are to be different than people who are 
not yet followers of Jesus? 
 
4.  When is a time that you felt like a “stranger” because of your faith? 
 
5.  What’s one defeat you’ve experienced in life?  How did you cope with it? 
 
6.  What are a couple of trials you’ve experienced in life? 
 
7.  How has dealing with difficulties in life been a factor in you discovering who you are? 
 
8.  Do you think it’s possible that trials might be tests that show whether a person’s faith is 
genuine, and if so, how? 
 
9.  What are some ways that the troubles you’ve experienced in life have impacted your faith? 
 
10.  Have you been able to see any purpose in the difficulties people have experienced in life, 
and if so, what? 
 
11.  What would you say to people who are having a hard time persevering as they go through 
challenging times? 
 
12.  How would you say the idea that this world is not our home—something so, so much better 
is waiting for us—influences your perception of problems in this world? 
 
13.  What do you think of Christ-followers around the world who are willing to die for their 
faith? 
 
14.  What’s one aspect of your life in which you would like to persevere more because of your 
faith in Jesus? 
 
 


