
God, Are You Really There? 
 
God, I’ve heard what our ancestors say about you, and I’m stopped in my tracks, down on my 
knees.  Do among us what you did among them.  Work among us as you worked among them.  
And as you bring judgment, as you surely must, remember mercy.  Habakkuk 3:2 (MSG) 
 
In our times of suffering God doesn’t so much give answers as much as he gives himself. 
 
Make sure you stay alert to these qualities of gentle kindness and ruthless severity that exist side 
by side in God.  Romans 11:22 (MSG) 
 
A cosmic battle of good versus evil is taking place and God wins—period. 
 
When I heard this message, I felt weak from fear, and my lips quivered.  My bones seemed to 
melt, and I stumbled around.  But I will patiently wait.  Someday those vicious enemies will be 
struck by disaster.  Habakkuk 3:16 (CEV) 
 
Wait patiently on the Lord. 
 
Faith believes that when we cannot trace the hand of God, we are to trust the heart of God. 
 
Though the cherry trees don’t blossom and the strawberries don’t ripen, though the apples are 
worm-eaten and the wheat fields stunted, though the sheep pens are sheepless and the cattle 
barns empty, I’m singing joyful praise to God.  I’m turning cartwheels of joy to my Savior God.  
Counting on God’s Rule to prevail, I take heart and gain strength.  Habakkuk 3:17-19a (MSG) 
 
 “The ultimate reason for our hope is not to be found at all in what we want, wish for and wait 
for; the ultimate reason is that we are wanted and wished for and waited for.”  Jurgen Moltmann 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What’s one good or happy or positive thing that’s taken place in your life that you questioned 
if it would ever happen? 
 
2.  You’ve probably heard the phrase:  “It’s always darkest before the dawn.”  To what would 
that saying refer to in your life? 
 
3.  When is a time that you experienced God working in a surprising way? 
 
4.  When is a time that you were tempted to blame God when something bad happened? 
 
5.  What do you think about God judging people?   
 
6.  What do you think of the idea that Godly discipline and Godly kindness can exist side by 
side? 
 



7.  What do you think of the idea that in times of suffering God doesn’t so much give answers as 
much as he gives himself? 
 
8.  How good are you at waiting on other people?  On God?  How would you like that to be 
different?  What might you do for it to be different? 
 
9.  Do you think it’s possible to be joyful when things aren’t working out in life the way you 
hoped?  Why or why not? 
 
10.  What do you think of the statement:  “The ultimate reason for our hope is not to be found at 
all in what we want, wish for and wait for; the ultimate reason is that we are wanted and wished 
for and waited for”? 
 
 


