
 
Facing Failure 
 
By this time the boat was a long way from the shore.  It was going against the wind and was 
being tossed around by the waves.  A little while before morning, Jesus came walking on the 
water toward his disciples.  When they saw him, they thought he was a ghost.  They were 
terrified and started screaming.  At once, Jesus said to them, “Don’t worry!  I am Jesus.  Don’t 
be afraid.”  Peter replied, “Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you on the water.”  “Come 
on!” Jesus said.  Peter then got out of the boat and started walking on the water toward him.  But 
when Peter saw how strong the wind was, he was afraid and started sinking.  “Save me, Lord!” 
he shouted.  Right away, Jesus reached out his hand.  He helped Peter up and said, “You surely 
don’t have much faith.  Why do you doubt?”  Matthew 14:24-31 (CEV) 
 
Failure is a part of life. 
 
None of us grow as persons without stepping out in faith and taking risks, and we cannot 
risk without occasionally failing. 
 
Focus your attention on Jesus instead of the storms of life. 
 
Failure is not so much something that happens to you as it is a way of perceiving a life 
experience. 
 
The greatest failure is failing to even try. 
 
Security is not the ultimate goal of life. 
 
How you respond to failure is what’s important. 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  How much of a risk-taker would you say you normally are?  What do you think of that? 
 
2.  What is one of the most daring things you have done in your life? 
 
3.  How fearful would you say you normally are?  What do you think of that? 
 
4.  What is something you are very afraid of? 
 
5.  If you had been one of the disciples and you had seen someone walking on water, what do 
you think your reaction would have been? 
 
6.  What do you think of the idea that none of us grow as persons without stepping out in faith 
and taking risks, and we cannot risk without occasionally failing? 
 



7.  How would you describe your faith in the midst of the current storm in your life?  What do 
you think Jesus would say to you about that? 
 
8.  What do you think of the idea that failure is not so much something that happens to you as it 
is a way of perceiving a life experience? 
 
9.  What do you think of the idea that security is not the ultimate goal of life? 
 
10.  How do you normally respond when you start to “sink” in life? 
 
11.  What is some way you think God is leading you to “get out of the boat” and to take risks? 
 
12.  What are the reasons you are fearful to get out of the boat?  What might you do about them? 
 
13.  What do you think needs to happen for your faith to be strengthened? 
 
 


