
Episode 3:  Relax 

 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide with me the property our 

father left us.”  But Jesus said to him, “Who said I should judge or decide between you?”  Then 

Jesus said to them, “Be careful and guard against all kinds of greed.  Life is not measured by how 

much one owns.”  Then Jesus told this story:  “There was a rich man who had some land, which 

grew a good crop.  He thought to himself, ‘What will I do?  I have no place to keep all my crops.’  

Then he said, ‘This is what I will do:  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there 

I will store all my grain and other goods.  Then I can say to myself, “I have enough good things 

stored to last for many years.  Rest, eat, drink, and enjoy life!”’  “But God said to him, ‘Foolish 

man!  Tonight your life will be taken from you.  So who will get those things you have prepared 

for yourself?’  “This is how it will be for those who store up things for themselves and are not rich 

toward God.”  Luke 12:13-21 (NCV) 

 

Am I possessed by what I call “my” possessions? 

 

Selfishly pursuing possessions and pleasures will lead you to miss out on God’s purpose for 

your life. 

 

Hoarding self-indulgence is the wrong understanding of the good life. 

 

Materialistic self-centeredness reveals a life lived without reference to God which is practical 

atheism. 

 

Greedily wanting more and more distorts your present and is dangerous for your future. 

 

Death shows that a life of greed is the ultimate foolishness. 

 

Do not define your life by what you have. 

 

Recognize that genuine joy can be found in the Godly use of abundance. 

 

Embrace that freedom from selfishness is achieved through giving away. 

 

Commit your life to things of Godly significance. 

 

Talk About It 

 

1.  How do you normally respond when people try and manipulate you into taking their side in a 

conflict that’s theirs to solve, not yours?  What might you learn from Jesus about how to react in 

these situations? 

 

2.  How do you respond to Jesus saying:  “Be careful and guard against all kinds of greed”?  Why? 

 

3.  In this parable what challenge did the rich man face?  What was his proposed solution?  If you 

were in that situation, what would have been your proposed solution? 



 

4.  How would you describe “the good life”?  Why do you think that? 

 

5.  What do you think of the idea that greedily wanting more and more distorts your present and is 

dangerous for your future? 

 

6.  What do you think of the idea that death shows that a life of greed is the ultimate foolishness? 

 

7.  How do respond to the question:  “Am I possessed by what I call “my” possessions”? 

 

8.  How are you tempted to define your life by what you have? 

 

9.  What do you think of the idea that our lives are on loan to us from God?  If you really believed 

that, what are some ways it would change how you behave? 

 

10.  What do you think of the idea that freedom from selfishness is achieved through giving away? 

 

11.  Do you think it’s ever appropriate to relax, eat, drink, and enjoy life?  How do you think this 

decision should be made? 

 

12.  What are some ways people may be rich toward God? 

 

13.  What’s the most important lesson for you from this parable? 

 

 


