
Episode 6:  Useless 

 

Jesus rules out the belief that particular sinfulness necessarily leads to particular tragedy. 

 

Jesus says that unless you change your hearts and lives, you will perish. 

 

metanoeo = “to think differently, to change one’s mind, repent” 

apollumi = “to perish, to be lost, to render useless” 

 

Repent of sins of commission and omission. 

 

Embody fruitfulness, not busyness. 

 

hinati = “for what purpose?” 

 

Determine your purpose. 

Center your life around God (Worship) 

Connect with other Christ-followers (Community) 

Cultivate spiritual maturity (Discipleship) 

Make a contribution with your life (Service) 

Communicate God’s love to others (Mission) 

 

Set priorities and make plans. 
 

Don’t waste your manure. 
 

kopria = “dung, manure” 

 

Embrace God’s second chance for you. 

 

At that time some people were there who told Jesus that Pilate had killed some people from Galilee 

while they were worshiping.  He mixed their blood with the blood of the animals they were 

sacrificing to God.  Jesus answered, “Do you think this happened to them because they were more 

sinful than all others from Galilee?  No, I tell you.  But unless you change your hearts and lives, 

you will be destroyed as they were!  What about those eighteen people who died when the tower 

of Siloam fell on them?  Do you think they were more sinful than all the others who live in 

Jerusalem?  No, I tell you.  But unless you change your hearts and lives, you will all be destroyed 

too!”  Jesus told this story:  “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard.  He came looking for 

some fruit on the tree, but he found none.  So the man said to his gardener, ‘I have been looking 

for fruit on this tree for three years, but I never find any.  Cut it down.  Why should it waste the 

ground?’  But the servant answered, ‘Master, let the tree have one more year to produce fruit.  Let 

me dig up the dirt around it and put on some fertilizer.  If the tree produces fruit next year, good.  

But if not, you can cut it down.’”  Luke 13:1-9 (NCV) 

 

Talk About It 

 



1.  When a tragedy happens in our community or world, what are usually your first thoughts or 

questions?  What do you think that says about your understanding of God? 

 

2.  What do you think of the idea that Jesus rules out the belief that particular sinfulness 

necessarily leads to particular tragedy? 

 

3.  What might be the danger in associating someone’s misfortune with sin? 

 

4.  What do you think of Jesus saying that unless you change your hearts and lives you will 

perish? 

 

5.  Do you think God care about results?  Why or why not? 

 

6.  Would you say that you are more of a consumer or more of a producer?  What do you think of 

that? 

 

7.  What are some examples of sins of commission in your life in the past? 

 

8.  What are some examples of sins of omission in your life in the present? 

 

9.  What do you think are some ways people confuse busyness with Godly fruitfulness? 

 

10.  What is some of the “manure” in your life that God can “recrapify” and use to change your 

life into one that’s more productive for the Lord? 

 

11.  In the parable, whom do you think the landowner represents?  The gardener?  The tree? 

 

12.  If you had one more year to turn your life around, what are some things you would do? 

 

13.  What “fruit” in your life would you like to start producing in the next year? 

 

 


