
Episode 4:  Wasted 

 

Pain can lead to constructive choices. 

 

Repentance requires taking responsibility for selfish decisions. 

 

Love overcomes feelings of worthlessness. 

 

Apparent obedience can be actual disobedience. 

 

Love does not give up on the lost. 

 

Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons.  The younger son said to his father, ‘Father, give me my 

share of the inheritance.’  Then the father divided his estate between them.  Soon afterward, the 

younger son gathered everything together and took a trip to a land far away.  There, he wasted his 

wealth through extravagant living.  “When he had used up his resources, a severe food shortage 

arose in that country and he began to be in need.  He hired himself out to one of the citizens of that 

country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.  He longed to eat his fill from what the pigs ate, 

but no one gave him anything.  When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s 

hired hands have more than enough food, but I’m starving to death!  I will get up and go to my 

father, and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I no longer deserve 

to be called your son.  Take me on as one of your hired hands.”  So he got up and went to his 

father.  “While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with compassion.  

His father ran to him, hugged him, and kissed him.  Then his son said, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and against you.  I no longer deserve to be called your son.’  But the father said to 

his servants, ‘Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him!  Put a ring on his finger and 

sandals on his feet!  Fetch the fattened calf and slaughter it.  We must celebrate with feasting 

because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life!  He was lost and is found!’  And 

they began to celebrate.  “Now his older son was in the field.  Coming in from the field, he 

approached the house and heard music and dancing.  He called one of the servants and asked what 

was going on.  The servant replied, ‘Your brother has arrived, and your father has slaughtered the 

fattened calf because he received his son back safe and sound.’  Then the older son was furious 

and didn’t want to enter in, but his father came out and begged him.  He answered his father, ‘Look, 

I’ve served you all these years, and I never disobeyed your instruction.  Yet you’ve never given 

me as much as a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But when this son of yours 

returned, after gobbling up your estate on prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’  

Then his father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to 

celebrate and be glad because this brother of yours was dead and is alive.  He was lost and is 

found.’”  Luke 15:11-32 (CEB) 

 

Talk About It 

 

1.  When you first left home, how ready were you emotionally and spiritually? 

 

2.  If you had been the father, would you have given the younger son his inheritance early?  Why 

or why not? 



 

3.  In what ways are you like the younger son? 

 

4.  What are some ways you think you have wasted your life? 

 

5.  What do you think of the idea that when you are alienated from God, you are alienated from 

yourself? 

 

6.  What do you think of the idea that pain can lead to constructive choices? 

 

7.  What would it take for you to come to you senses? 

 

8.  What do you think of the idea that repentance requires taking responsibility for selfish 

decisions? 

 

9.  How would you have responded to the younger son returning home? 

 

10.  What do you think of the idea that love overcomes feelings of worthlessness? 

 

11.  When have you experienced that apparent obedience can be actual disobedience? 

 

12.  In what ways are you like the elder son? 

 

13.  In what ways are you like the father? 

 

14.  What’s the most important “take away” from this parable for you? 

 

 

 


