
Episode 8:  Abandoned 

 

Self-assurance in what we possess is foolish. 

 

Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with 

money, which is here today and gone tomorrow.  Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the 

riches we could ever manage—to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly 

generous. 1 Timothy 6:18 (MSG) 

 

What we do with material things matters. 

 

God’s judgment may not be what we expect. 

 

Failing to be compassionate to people in need is rejecting God. 

 

Our here will determine our hereafter. 

 

Really, what profit is there for you to gain the whole world and lose yourself in the process?  Mark 

8:36 (VOICE) 

 

Live your life in light of the life after death. 

 

Lack of obedience, not lack of knowledge, separates us from God. 

 

Hades = “the place of the dead    Gehenna = “hell” 

 

Jesus said, “There was a rich man who always dressed in the finest clothes and lived in luxury 

every day.  And a very poor man named Lazarus, whose body was covered with sores, was laid at 

the rich man’s gate.  He wanted to eat only the small pieces of food that fell from the rich man’s 

table.  And the dogs would come and lick his sores.  Later, Lazarus died, and the angels carried 

him to the arms of Abraham.  The rich man died, too, and was buried.  In the place of the dead, he 

was in much pain.  The rich man saw Abraham far away with Lazarus at his side.  He called, 

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me!  Send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and cool my tongue, 

because I am suffering in this fire!’  But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember when you were alive 

you had the good things in life, but bad things happened to Lazarus.  Now he is comforted here, 

and you are suffering.  Besides, there is a big pit between you and us, so no one can cross over to 

you, and no one can leave there and come here.’  The rich man said, ‘Father, then please send 

Lazarus to my father’s house.  I have five brothers, and Lazarus could warn them so that they will 

not come to this place of pain.’  But Abraham said, ‘They have the law of Moses and the writings 

of the prophets; let them learn from them.’  The rich man said, ‘No, father Abraham!  If someone 

goes to them from the dead, they would believe and change their hearts and lives.’  But Abraham 

said to him, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not listen to someone who 

comes back from the dead.’”  Luke 16:19-31 (NCV) 

 

Talk About It 

 



1.  What were your thoughts about the afterlife when you were a teenager?  What are they now? 

 

2.  What surprises you about this parable? 

 

3.  What is the most important lesson you learn from this parable? 

 

4.  What do you think of Jesus saying that it’s terribly hard for rich people to get into God’s 

kingdom?  Why? 

 

5.  What do you think of the idea that failing to be compassionate to people in need is rejecting 

God? 

 

6.  How would you say that your relationship with Jesus affects your values? 

 

7.  If Jesus were to comment on your wealth today, what might he say? 

 

8.  What do you think of the idea that to be eternally separated from God is our choice? 

 

9.  What do you think of the idea that lack of obedience, not lack of knowledge, separates us 

from God? 

 

10.  How would you say that your living today is determining your life hereafter? 

 

11.  In what ways might you want to warn your family at this time? 

 


