
Outraged 
 
Real love doesn’t expect pay back. 
 
Real love seeks to include, not exclude. 
 
All are invited to God’s Kingdom party to experience Christ’s love, even people who feel 
unworthy. 
 
Nothing is more important than embracing Jesus’ invitation to be in relationship with him. 
 
God will not force love upon you. 
 
Real faith requires genuine commitment and follow through—excuses don’t cut it. 
 
Then Jesus said to the person who had invited him, “When you host a lunch or dinner, don’t invite 
your friends, your brothers and sisters, your relatives, or rich neighbors. If you do, they will invite 
you in return and that will be your reward.  Instead, when you give a banquet, invite the poor, 
crippled, lame, and blind.  And you will be blessed because they can’t repay you.  Instead, you 
will be repaid when the just are resurrected.”  When one of the dinner guests heard Jesus’ remarks, 
he said to Jesus, “Happy are those who will feast in God’s kingdom.”  Jesus replied, “A certain 
man hosted a large dinner and invited many people.  When it was time for the dinner to begin, he 
sent his servant to tell the invited guests, ‘Come!  The dinner is now ready.’  One by one, they all 
began to make excuses.  The first one told him, ‘I bought a farm and must go and see it.  Please 
excuse me.’  Another said, ‘I bought five teams of oxen, and I’m going to check on them.  Please 
excuse me.’  Another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  When he returned, the servant 
reported these excuses to his master.  The master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 
‘Go quickly to the city’s streets, the busy ones and the side streets, and bring the poor, crippled, 
blind, and lame.’  The servant said, ‘Master, your instructions have been followed and there is still 
room.’  The master said to the servant, ‘Go to the highways and back alleys and urge people to 
come in so that my house will be filled.  I tell you, not one of those who were invited will taste my 
dinner.’”  Luke 14:12-24 (CEB) 
 
Talk About It 
 
1.  What are some of your favorite meals you’ve enjoyed? 
 
2.  What excuses do you most frequently use for not doing something? 
 
3.  How would you react to people who had said they were coming to a party you had planned 
but then did not show up? 
 
4.  Who in the parable do you most identify with? 
 
5.  What do you understand the Great Banquet to represent?  What do you think it will be like? 
 



6.  What’s your picture of heaven like? 
 
7.  How worthy do you feel about coming to God’s Kingdom party to experience Christ’s love?  
What do you imagine God thinks of that? 
 
8.  What do you think of the idea that God will not force love upon you? 
 
9.  What are some of your excuses for not truly embracing the things of God? 
 
10.  What’s the most important lesson in this parable to you? 
 
 


