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October 15, 2021 
 
Dear partners in ministry, 
 
Here at North Creek, the year 2021 has been one of recovery even as we continue to face challenges 
with the strength God provides.  A vaccine helped usher in a return to in-person worship and fellowship, 
even though the return hasn’t been as immediately triumphant as we had hoped.  With the calling of a 
new (yet quite familiar) installed pastor our congregation began the next steps on a journey toward 
renewed growth and vitality, seeking to ground the roots of our life together in the love of Jesus Christ.  
This fall we continue a time-honored tradition by participating in a stewardship campaign that will 
prepare us for faithful mission & ministry in 2022.  This year’s theme is “Take My Life & Let It Be,” the 
title of a classic hymn of commitment that will help us consider the joy of generously offering to God our 
time, talent, and treasure.  Here’s a preview:  
 
 

Take my life and let it be  
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days;  
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Diving deep into the lyrics of this hymn, our 
stewardship season will be swept up in song!  The 
great hymns of the church have an extraordinary 
ability to take us to the foot of the cross of Christ, where we offer our devotion as an expression of 
love to the One who loved us first.  Swept up in songs of praise, we offer our time, talent, & treasure. 

 
 
This year we continue to emphasize that our giving to God through the church is based on the biblical 
philosophy of the giver’s need to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the 
need of the church to receive.  The money we give to the church isn’t just an exercise in paying the bills.  
Rather, it’s an act of devoted faith that draws us closer in union with God.  In the process, the church’s 
mission and ministry are supported through a percentage of our incomes (the concept of tithing).  Our 
stewardship campaign will continue to encourage people toward proportionate and planned giving in 
response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” 
 
On Sundays from November 7th to November 21st, we’ll focus on stewardship with a custom-designed 
series of worship services and sermons.  Pledge cards will be mailed to households the first week of 
November so that we all have them as we listen to a special presentation on joyful & meaningful giving 
in worship on November 7th.  Our annual Pledge Sunday will be November 14th, where we will offer our 
pledge cards confidentially to the Lord at the foot of the cross as an act of worshipful devotion.  After 
worship we’ll host a Pie & Pledge Event at the church (details to follow).  Worship on November 21st will 
feature a celebration of hymn-singing in the church, with our Music Director Brian Armes delivering the 
sermon. 
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In this stewardship season and beyond, may we continually find ourselves swept up in songs of praise to 
our gracious and generous God! 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Elder Vic Chaloupka    Pastor Kurt Helmcke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Take My Life & Let It Be: Stewardship Swept Up in Song! 
 

Date Activity 

October 22 through 
November 6 

VIRTUAL CONCERT: “Great Performances of Hymns Ancient & Modern” 
All are invited to watch a curated playlist of YouTube performances of 
inspiring hymns of praise, hosted by Pastor Kurt Helmcke & Music Director 
Brian Armes.  Stay tuned to email for the web link and viewing instructions. 

November 1-5 PLEDGE CARDS MAILED 
 

November 7 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY: Giving Invitation & Testimony 
Sermon: We Offer Life’s Treasure (Leviticus 1,11 & Psalm 96) 

November 14 PLEDGE SUNDAY: Offering Our Pledge Cards in Worshipful Devotion 
Sermon: We Offer Servant Hands (Leviticus 19 & Psalm 135) 
FOLLOWING WORSHIP: Pie & Pledge (11:30am – 1:00pm) 
Celebrating God’s Goodness Together 

November 21 WORSHIP CELEBRATION: Singing Great Hymns of Faith 
Sermon: We Offer Loving Worship (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 & Psalm 100) 
Music Director Brian Armes, preaching 

 
 
A Stewardship Prayer 
Loving God, we thank you for the rich abundance in our lives.  Open our eyes to see that, in being so 
blessed, we can, in turn, abundantly bless others.  Open our hearts to feel the powerful generosity of 
your Spirit and let go of our fear and judgment.  Open our ears to hear the needs of this church and 
community.  Open our minds that, whenever called, we offer the world our measureless love, our 
generous time, our unique talents and treasure.  Quicken our hands to your service, breathe your Spirit 
into us and touch us with the life of Christ.  Amen. 


