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October 13, 2022 
 
Dear partners in ministry, 
 
Here at North Creek in 2022, we’ve seen our life together continue to thrive as we take one step after 
another in recovering from a global pandemic and a time of congregational transition.  A renewed 
emphasis on small groups, a new mission partnership with Everett Gospel Mission, the emergence of 
new voices and instruments in our worship band, and an outstanding Summer Bible Camp teeming with 
children and youth are a few of the many highlights.  New staff members have joined us, even as we 
continue to seek staff whose gifts will help us be a faithful church.  Earlier this year, an emphasis on 
Emotionally Healthy Relationships prepared us for the long-awaited strategic mission & vision process 
ramping up this fall.   
 
One aspect of the fall program will be the time-honored tradition of participating in a stewardship 
campaign that will prepare us for faithful mission & ministry in 2023.  This year’s theme is “Choose This 
Day,” inspired by a crucial moment of covenant renewal in the life of God’s people where they were 
challenged to step up in commitment to serve the Lord.  This theme will help us consider the joy of 
generously offering to God our time, talent, and treasure.  Here’s a preview:  
 

“Choose this day whom you will serve… But as 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
           Joshua 24:15 
 

Joshua spoke these inspiring words to God’s people at a 
crucial moment in their journey with God, and the people 
responded by renewing their commitment to the 
covenant relationship. Recalling God’s great faithfulness, 
we embrace our covenant commitment at this crucial 
moment in the life of our congregation, choosing to serve 
the Lord by offering our time, talent, & treasure. 

 
 
As we enter this year’s stewardship season, our financial position is strong.  To all who have given 
financially to the Lord through the ministry of this congregation, we want to express our appreciation for 
your generosity and committed discipleship.  Thank you!  God has provided for this congregation 
through your offerings to Him.  Your faithful giving has been an ever-present reminder of God’s care. 
 
This year we continue to emphasize that our giving to God through the church is based on the biblical 
philosophy of the giver’s need to give for his or her own spiritual development, rather than on the 
need of the church to receive.  The money we give to the church is not just an exercise in paying the 
bills.  Rather, it is an act of devoted faith that draws us closer in union with God.  In the process, the 
church’s mission and ministry are supported through a percentage of our incomes (the concept of 
tithing).  Our stewardship campaign will continue to encourage people toward proportionate and 
planned giving in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?” 
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On Sundays during November, we’ll focus on stewardship with a custom-designed series of worship 
services and sermons.  Pledge cards will be mailed to households the first week of November so that we 
all have them as we listen to a special presentation on joyful & meaningful giving in worship on our 
Invitation Sunday, November 6.  Our annual Pledge Sunday will be November 13, where we will offer 
our pledge cards confidentially to the Lord at the foot of the cross as an act of worshipful devotion.  
After worship we’ll host a Pie & Praise Luncheon/Dessert at the church (details to follow).  November 
20 will be a Celebration Sunday featuring a Thanksgiving theme and continuing to offer opportunities 
for us to respond to God’s call by renewing our commitment to the covenant. 
 
In this stewardship season and beyond, may we respond to Joshua’s call to stand up and joyfully say: “As 
for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!” 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
 
 

Elder Vic Chaloupka    Pastor Kurt Helmcke 

 
 

Choose This Day!  Stewardship as Covenant Renewal 
 

Date Activity 

October 22 
10am-1pm 
(with lunch) 

Mission Study Envisioning Workshop 
This year’s stewardship theme is integrated into the first part of our strategic 
vision process.  All are invited to participate in this first of two congregation-
wide workshops where we’ll look back in gratitude and look forward in 
anticipation of what God will accomplish in and through NCPC.  Sign up today! 

November 1-5 Pledge Cards Mailed 
 

November 6 INVITATION SUNDAY: Giving Invitation & Testimony 
Sermon – Recount God’s Resume (Joshua 24:1-10) 

November 13 PLEDGE SUNDAY: Offering Our Pledge Cards in Worshipful Devotion 
Sermon – Choose This Day (Joshua 24:14-18) 
>> Following Worship: PIE & PRAISE!  (11:30am – 1:00pm) 

November 20 CELEBRATION SUNDAY: Continued Commitment & Healing Prayer 
Sermon – Commit to the Covenant (Joshua 24:19-31) 

 
A Stewardship Prayer 

Loving God, we thank you for the rich abundance in our lives.  Open our eyes to see that, in 
being so blessed, we can, in turn, abundantly bless others.  Open our hearts to feel the powerful 
generosity of your Spirit and let go of our fear and judgment.  Open our ears to hear the needs 
of this church and community.  Open our minds that, whenever called, we offer the world our 
measureless love, our generous time, our unique talents and treasure.  Quicken our hands to 
your service, breathe your Spirit into us and touch us with the life of Christ.  Amen. 


