
Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital
worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship.
The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community
The world around us connected to God's extravagant love
through the good news we share and the compassion we
show.

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in
you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with
Jesus, and encouraging our community to find meaning and
purpose in this same Christ-connection.

We desire to see

Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3
“Blessed is the one whose delight  is in the law of the  Lord, and
who meditates  on his law day and night.  They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”    
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This summer, my wife Chrystal has been tending a small vegetable garden in our yard. We are
beginning to enjoy the fruit of all the careful cultivation – delicious cherry tomatoes and flavorful
basil leaves! Seeing plants grow from seed never ceases to amaze me. What started out so small
and seemingly insignificant grows up and into something so productive and rewarding. The plants
receive the nourishment of fresh water and grow into the sunlight of the season.

Congregations like NCPC are in the process of growing in a similar manner. God waters us with His
Word, and we grow in the Light of the Lord. We are meant to grow into the light, the positive
memories of God’s goodness among us, our gratitude for what God has accomplished in our
midst, and our biblically-formed hopes for a faithful ministry. 

Some strategies for organizational planning emphasize our deficits rather than God’s abundant
provision, focusing our attention on solving problems instead of appreciating our God-given
strengths. This year at North Creek we’ll be engaging in a different way of re-envisioning our
ministry future and strategic plans. It’s called “Appreciative Inquiry.” Think of it as a fresh approach
to planning for the future. 

Appreciative inquiry is a way for the people of God to discern God’s leading and imagine the future.
It starts by a fresh appreciation of what we have seen God do among us in the past. We then
engage in discernment to discover themes that might reveal the future God will lead us into. 
 Choosing to forego bitterness and complaining, we’ll allow God’s Holy Spirit to pour fresh gratitude
into our conversations about the future. And our appreciative conversations will reveal themes that
will grow into the light, emerging into provocative proposals for our future as a congregation.

More details about the re-envisioning mission study process are on their way. At this early point in
the process, make a decision today that you will be a part of it. God’s word reminds us that each
member of the body is important, and your participation will be one ingredient God will use to lead
us into the light, into the future God unveils before us.

Joyfully in Christ,

Pastor Kurt

PASTOR'S NOTE– APPRECIATIVE INQUIRY

Growing Toward the Light



FALL SERMON SERIES (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER)

Together we will study the five essential practices of
the church, preparing to carry these with us into our
future life together.

COMMUNITY STUDY (OCTOBER)

During the fall we’ll arrange for a demographic
study of our community by a well-respected
organization that works with missionaries and
church planters to help learn about who lives in our
local mission field and how our ministries might
reach out to them and help meet their needs.

ENVISIONING FORUM #1 (SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22)

On a Saturday morning we’ll gather for a few hours
and engage in exercises of appreciative inquiry,
followed by a church family meal served by our
Fellowship Team. Zoom participation will be
available. From this exercise, we’ll discover themes
that will help us chart the course for the future!

This year’s stewardship theme is integrated into our
mission study process, and will give us the
opportunity not only to pledge our financial support,
but also our time and talent to the next phase of
ministry and mission at NCPC.

STEWARDSHIP SERIES (NOVEMBER)

During January and February, we’ll study the early
church and how they adapted to changing
circumstances in order to accomplish their mission.
This will help us envision how we might accomplish
our goals amid the changes within and outside the
congregation.

WINTER SERMON SERIES (JANUARY/FEBRUARY)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

ENVISIONING FORUM #2 (JANUARY – EXACT DATE
TBD)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

PREPARING AND PUBLICIZING THE FINAL
REPORT (FEBRUARY/MARCH)

From September 2022 to March 2023, the
session will be conducting a congregational
mission study to renew our ministry vision
and chart the course for our congregation
into the future.  Pastor Kurt, Karen Butler, and
Dave Berkompas will serve as the core
steering team, and others will be invited into
the leadership of the study as it unfolds.  Be
sure to read Pastor Kurt’s September Current
“Pastor’s Pen” to learn about Appreciative
Inquiry, the philosophy guiding this study. 
 Each member and friend of NCPC will have
the opportunity to participate and invest in
the process – we’re all in this together!  

Throughout the study process, our Sunday
AM Adult Bible class will focus on the Book of
Acts and the activities and inspiration of the
early church.  This is sure to yield insights
that God’s Spirit will use to guide us into our
mission field in Mill Creek and beyond.

Stay tuned for more information about
activities and events related to the study. 

Here’s a timeline of what’s ahead:

MISSION STUDY



SERMONS
The first Sunday of September, will wrap up the
summer sermon series, featuring our collective
Top 10 bible verses. 

Greatest Hits

September 4th
#1 - Philippians 4:6-7
And the Peace of God

#10 - Lamentations 3:22-23
#9 - 2 Corinthians 4:7, 18
#8 - Ephesians 3:20-21
#7 - John 3:16
#6 - Psalm 23

#5 - Psalm 46:10
#4 - Isaiah 41:10
#3 - Matthew 22:37-40
#2 - Proverbs 3:5-6
#1 - Philippians 4:6-7

September 11th
An Astounding Itinerary
Matthew 28:16-20 & Acts 1:8 

September 18th
Prepare to PROCLAIM
Acts 2:36-47

September 25th
Prepare to SERVE
Acts 4:32-35; 5:12-16 

October 2nd 
Equipped for the Journey
Ephesians 4:11-16 

October 9th
Prepare to LEARN
Acts 5:17-42

October 16th
Prepare to RELATE
Acts 11:19-30

October 23rd
Prepare to Worship
Acts 13:1-3; 16:11-15

October 30th
Prayers for the Journey
Ephesians 1:15-23

November 6th
Replay God's Faithfulness
Joshua 24:1-10 

November 13th
Chose This Day
Joshua 24:14-18

November 20th
Commit to the Covenant 
Joshua 24:19-31

Here We Go!
Packing the Essentials for Faithful Witness
Re-envisioning Our Mission, Part 1 of 2

During September and October, our sermon series will prepare all of us to participate in our congregation-wide
mission study.  We’ll study the early church in the New Testament book of Acts and explore the FIVE FOUNDATIONAL
PRACTICES that were essential for their life together.  These five essentials provide a solid foundation for the church
in every age.  We’ll be challenged to carry them with us on our journey into the future God opens for us as a
congregation.

Here is a list of the five essentials for your ready reference.  These are the common activities to which the early
Christians devoted themselves after the empowerment of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, expressed in Acts 2:42-47.

English / Greek / (Greek pronunciation)

• Proclamation / Kerygma / (ker-ig’-mah)
• Service / Diakonia / (dee-uh-ko-nee’- uh)
• Teaching / Didache / (dee’-duh-kay)
• Community / Koinonia / (koy-nuh-nee’-uh)
• Worship / Leiturgia (lay-tur-gee’-uh)



STEWARDSHIP 

Looking Ahead: Stewardship Preview

“Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… But as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord.”      
                                                                                                                                - Joshua 24:15

Joshua spoke these inspiring words to God’s people at a crucial moment in their journey
with God, and the people responded by renewing their commitment to the covenant
relationship. Recalling God’s great faithfulness we embrace our covenant commitment at
this crucial moment in the life of our congregation, choosing to serve the Lord by offering
our time, talent, & treasure.

In October all members and friends of NCPC will receive a letter that outlines the
stewardship theme and invites fresh reconsideration of our gifts of time, talent, and
treasure to the Lord.  Our sermon series in November will focus on stewardship, with
November 13 serving as Pledge Sunday.



FAMILY MINISTRY 

Family Night

Don’t plan meals for Wednesdays this year!
 

Plan on dinner at church instead, and leave the cooking to us!
 

Families, youth, and children – Stay tuned to your email for exciting
information about a new Wednesday night midweek ministry that
includes dinner for busy families!  Our program will include great

series for youth, children, and adults.  
 

Wednesday nights
5:30-7:30 PM

Dinner included!
Every week!

 
Here’s a Preview of our September kick-off series!

YOUTH CHILDREN

ADULTS,
PARENTS, &

YOUNG ADULTS



One young member of the NCPC community sharing her
musical gifts is Emily Ward. Emily has been worshiping at NCPC
for 5 or 6 years. She first played guitar in worship at Youth
Sunday and Christmas Eve in 2021.She has been a regular in
the worship band since May.

Emily got a guitar for her 11th birthday and has been taking
lessons for the past two years. She credits her teacher for
helping her become the musician she is today. NCPC is her first
experience playing in a worship band. Of this experience, Emily
says “Being able to play music with other musicians has
helped me become a better guitar player. There's a lot to learn,
and it provides an opportunity to be creative. This sounds
really cheesy, but we all have to work together to make music.”

Emily also plays the ukulele and likes any music with a good
guitar part. Beyond music, Emily loves playing softball,
skateboarding, surfing, snowboarding, art, and reading.

WORSHIP
Meeting Emily Ward and Starting Choir Rehearsals 

Also: Choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesday, September 7, and returns to worship on
September 11. Fall rehearsals will include music for Sunday worship and NCPC’s Christmas
Concert. 

NCPC’s choir is a non-audition choir open to singers of all levels of experience and all voice parts.
If you have felt God calling you to use your musical gifts, or want to know more about NCPC’s
Music Ministry, please email Brian Armes, Worship and Music Director at
brian@northcreekpres.org or fill out the information form on the Music Ministry website. 



Adult Education will be studying NT Wright’s Acts for Everyone, Part 1 during the Fall. The Sunday morning
class (9am, starting on September 18th) will focus on a short video featuring NT Wright and then, small
group discussions. Just think about what the early church was experiencing after Jesus’ ascension. No
Jesus; receiving the Holy Spirit; 12 disciples down to 11, the betrayal of Judas, electing Mathias to replace him,
adding Steven, Paul, Barnabas, and others to leadership. Then in Acts 8, the persecution of Stephen and the
Christians scattered. But hope remained! In Samaria, there were signs and wonders…

Our Church had to adapt then, and we find that NCPC is having to do the same now. It may not be Plan A,
but maybe B, C and even D. In Acts Chapter 16:6 the Holy Spirit told Paul and Timothy to not preach the
gospel to Asia Minor. What!?! They had to regroup and head toward Macedonia. As a church, we need to
regroup and discover where the Lord leads us this coming year. Learning about the early Church through
the Book of Acts will give us a base to build upon.

The Sunday morning study (also available to Small Groups) will also emphasize the importance of the five
Principles of the Church. Here’s what Pastor Kurt has to say about them:

These are the common activities to which the early Christians devoted themselves after the empowerment
of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.
 
Greek word (pronunciation) – English meaning

Acts 2:42-47 describes these in action: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching (didache) and to
fellowship (koinonia), to the breaking of bread and to prayer (leiturgia). Everyone was filled with awe at the
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need (diakonia). Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts,  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.”
 
Kerygma is the context for all of this – Peter is proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior from Acts 2:14-41. Acts
4:33 captures it well – “With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all.”

Pastor Kurt will be weaving the 5 Principles into his sermon series throughout the year. Join with others to
‘see how Jesus’ acts through the Apostles inform and empower our acts today.’

Register at northcreekpres.org for the class and to order your study guide by September 9th.

ADULT EDUCATION

Kerygma (ker-ig’-mah) – Proclamation
·Diakonia (dee-uh-co-nee’- uh) – Service

·Didache (dee’-duh-kay) – Teaching
·Koinonia (koy-nuh-nee’-uh) – Community

·Leiturgia (lay-tur-gee’-uh) – Worship
 

http://northcreekpres.org/


When a new graft is placed in a vine, there is a twofold process that takes place. First, in the wood. The
graft shoots its tiny roots into the stem which grows up into the graft and the union is complete. When
Jesus says in the above verse, "Abide in me, and I in you", He says something like that. We need to
become one with Him! 

Abiding refers to what we must do. We must trust and obey, detach from all else and cling to Him,
sinking ourselves into Him. When we do this, through His Grace, our hearts are prepared for more of
Him." I in you". Our inner being is strengthened by the Holy Spirit and Jesus dwells in our hearts by faith. 

We must maintain this connection to grow closer to Him and receive ALL The Holy Spirit has to give us.
The graft must grow into the stem and abide in it before the sap can flow through to bring forth fruit. 

We can count on Our God to be The Gardener and Jesus the Vine. It is His gift of love, poured out to us.
As we ' Abide', we see Jesus giving us that divine love, holding us, working in us a deeper relationship
with Him and those around us. 

Let us , in faith, receive all He has for us abiding and resting in Him, always turning our hearts and hope
to Him alone. 

The fruit....PERFECT PEACE, that can only come from Him. 

Joyfully in Christ,

PRAYER

Prayer Focus by Andrew Murray , A South African writer, teacher, and pastor. (1828-1917)

"Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you abide in me". -John 15:4 

Mary Dirkse



While I am not a big fan of the end of summer, Fall brings with it an exciting
outlook on what’s to come. Whether it is starting back to school, the
beginning of a new sports season, or just a natural cool off for those who
don’t like the warmer weather, it is a time to appreciate the good times
summer brought, and to look ahead and make some plans. That is what
Session spent time on at our August meeting. 

We began our meeting in a time of study and worship, which included a time
of sharing reflections on what some of our favorite, most engaging and
inspiring times have been, personally, during our time at North Creek, followed
by sharing what we wish for our church as we look forward. This exercise,
called Appreciative Inquiry, is something we will be practicing more and more
as we move into the Mission Study process over the next few months. As we
look forward with dreams for what God is doing in and among us, it is
encouraging to look at what He has done, and the ways we have opened
ourselves and the church to His leading. There will be more on this to come,
but I’m excited!

Speaking of the Mission Study, we did spent considerable time planning and
discussing what the Mission Study will involve, and a timeline for this work. We
will take a fresh look at the demographics of our community, which as we all
know, has grown and expanded so much over the past few years. We will
examine what is important to us as a church, gathering considerable
information from our members. Then we will put those two studies together to
discern who we are as a church and how our identity can fit best with our
mission to reach the community around us.

We have lots to look forward to, and know God will lead us along the way.

Blessings,

Karen Butler
Clerk of Session                                                                                                       

SESSION NOTE



The Good News Ministry is committed to updating you on our partnership with Christian Churches in Kazakhstan. 

 The Good News Ministry recently learned from Pastor Sergei, that as of late, kids and their parents had become
lukewarm toward attending church. As such, our prayer was to conduct a Back-to-school youth event to increase
enthusiasm, all to glorify our Lord Jesus.

 The event took place on August 18th with a theme of Holy Lord, the Creator’s guidance for His people to the
promised land. 

 Just like Moses, all participating kids took off their shoes before entering worship. “Take off your sandals, for the
place where you are standing is holy ground.” Exodus 3:5, read Pastor Sergei, holding the Bible in his hand. Pastor
Sergei explained that taking off their shoes signified reverence, humility and respect for our Lord Jesus. 

 During this event, Youth Ministry members ranging from 5 to 17 years old, learned a new worship song,
participated in team building activities and outdoor games, all with the goal of developing future leaders within
their community toward Bible study. 

 Thanks to NCPC’s generosity and sponsorship, every attendee received a back-to-school gift tailored to each
age appropriate group. 

 Praise be to God for hearing our prayers and blessing the event with amazing and memorable participation! 

 The Good News Ministry would like to thank you for your support! 

We hope the pictures below convey the joy and renewed enthusiasm our partner Youth Ministry experienced
with this event.

MISSIONS



Great Things are Happening in Small Groups!      
                                           
The Spirit is at work among us! When we began to offer new
Small Groups, we had no leaders or hosts lined up. But the first
five individuals or couples who inquired about a new small
group graciously accepted to host or lead a new group. What
Joy!

We have had seven existing Small Groups in the church
representing about 60 people for some time now, but have
just added six new groups, representing another 50+ folks.
They meet on various days, times, in person and via Zoom.
Fall groups are still forming, and there are openings for you!
Some of the dates and times available are Sunday afternoon,
Monday afternoon or evening, Tuesday morning (Women’s
Bible Study), Wednesday, both a group at Cogir in the
morning and another group on Wednesday during the day at
church, Thursday evening, and Friday via Zoom. There are
always opportunities to create more groups if none of these
fit your schedule. Contact Joan or Tom Eble (425) 787-2489 /
ebledoland@msn.com to get plugged into a group or for
more information.

Small Groups are a terrific place for you to connect, to learn
and grow in your faith, and to have fellowship,
encouragement and support with others in our church. Please
join us.

SMALL GROUPS 

mailto:ebledoland@msn.com


INTERNS

Hello, my name is Valarie Hintz and I have the honor of
interning here at North Creek this fall. I am a senior at
Northwest University graduating this December with a
bachelor’s in communication. As a Christian I see
communication as a fundamental tool to help share the
gospel. I am hoping to use my degree to help spread the
love of Jesus in an honorable and effective way. Along
with communication, I enjoy expressing creativity in my
everyday life, and someday hope to combine my love for
God, communication, and creativity into a carrier. I am
excited to get more experience in website design and
visual marketing in my time here. In my spare time I enjoy
reading, crocheting, and having movie nights with my
friends. My home church is Puget Sound Foursquare in
Tacoma WA. I have gone there since I was a little girl and
love to help out whenever I get the chance. I am looking
forward to my time here and seeing how God uses me! 

Thank you Meagan & Spencer
North Creek Presbyterian Church is so grateful for the incredible work
done by our summer interns, Meagan and Spencer.

With Meagan's support, we were able to successfully promote our
Summer Bible Camp (SBC). Thanks to her faith and dedication over 50
children attended our SBC in person and online! Meagan also updated
our website and was a complete joy to have in the church office! 

Spencer's efforts behind the scenes were unmatched, he managed all
of the purchasing and ordering supplies for our SBC. Thanks to his hard
work and dedication volunteers had teaching materials and supplies to
teach the children of our community! When SBC was over, Spencer
cleared out storage space of old and used curriculums, making space
for next year's summer bible camp! 

Both Meagan and Spencer blessed North Creek Presbyterian church this
summer and we pray for them as they return to their college campuses.

Meet our Fall Student Intern, Valerie!



OTHER NEWS & UPDATES
Sunday School:
Parents, please note that Sunday School will be taking a brief “end of summer” break. There will be no
Sunday School on September 4th.  Worship Buddies and Kids’ Activity Packets will be provided on these
Sundays. Fall Sunday School will kick off on Sunday, September 11th.  

Wise Guys:
Come to Wise Guys Fellowship Time on September 14 from 1:00-2:30 PM; where you can learn much more
about taking photos and photography with your cell phone, whether an Apple or Android. We shall enjoy
learning from some experts. Look forward to seeing you. 

Small Groups Gathering: If you are a small group leader, host, or participant, please join us on Saturday,
September 10, 2022 from 9-12 as we discuss managing a small group, what to study, how to share prayer
concerns, and how to continue to grow as a group over time. We will learn about our small group resource
library available at the church. Our discussion will be ideal for leaders and members of your group, as well
as to those just starting (or thinking of starting) a small group. Please plan to join us! For more information,
or to RSVP, please contact Joan Eble at 425-787-2489.

Get Your Act Together! Each Sunday beginning September 11,18, 25, October 2, and 9 from 6:30-7:30 PM in
the Fireside Room. Topics range from Estate Planning, Wills preparation, Services offered from Hospice to
Memorial services, for example. Industry experts will be speaking on these subjects, your presence would be
appreciated. To Register visit https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/older-adults-ministry . 

Pirate Bash Picnic: Volunteers Needed: Consider signing up to volunteer for the annual Pirate Bash Picnic.
The picnic will be Saturday, September 17, 2022, for the mission of Eagle Wings; they serve people of
different abilities. Volunteer for: decorating, welcoming, serving, cleaning. Please call Renee or Larry
Dittman at 425-760-5184 or email: Renee_dittman@frontier.com

Consider Volunteering in the Church Office: Office volunteers support the office staff by answering the
phones, sorting mail, working on projects, and welcoming visitors, among other things. Training will be
provided. Shifts are Monday through Thursday 10 AM - 1 PM. To sign up, please email Kcristell at
church@northcreekpres.org. 
 

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer: Thursday at 8 pm (PST)
End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through prayer
and reflective instrumental music. Through prayer and reflection, we will turn
our focus back to God, our one true source of strength. This time will calm and
restore your soul, leaving you refreshed and encouraged. If you would like to
join us on Thursday night, visit our website (link:
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/) and sign-up to receive the
Facebook link. No Facebook account is required! 

A Day of Renewal for Women
 Saturday, October 1, 2022 | 9:30 – 3:00 pm 
 $49 – Lunch included
 Peace & Spirituality Center in Bellevue

Come to life, feel alive! Time of personal prayer, reflection, encouragement,and
worship. Receive direction and clarity to live a full and free life. Register at
www.renewalminnw.org.

Renewal Ministries Northwest’s
 Events for September 

https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/

