
Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital
worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship.
The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community
The world around us connected to God's extravagant love
through the good news we share and the compassion we
show.

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in
you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with
Jesus, and encouraging our community to find meaning and
purpose in this same Christ-connection.

We desire to see

Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3
“Blessed is the one whose delight  is in the law of the  Lord, and
who meditates  on his law day and night.  They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”    
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One practice that helps us appreciate our travels is journaling. 
 Whether we write voluminous pages or simply record a meaningful
thought or two, doing so helps us appreciate the experience and
provides us with a record of the same.  In fact, if you think about it,
the common practice of taking photographs to record our
experiences is a form of travel journaling.  Looking back at those
keepsake photos, we’re brought back to a particular date, time, &
place, and memories of our best travel moments begin to bubble to
the surface of our minds.

During October, we’re reflecting on our experience of journeying together as a community of faith so
we can begin envisioning a renewed future.  Along with the “Here We Go!” sermon series, our travel
journals* are helping us reflect on our memories of North Creek’s best moments of proclamation,
service, teaching, fellowship, and worship.  When we gather at the church for the Envisioning
Workshop & Luncheon on Saturday, October 22, we’ll be primed for sharing our thoughts about North
Creek’s best and most life-giving moments along with our hopes and dreams for the congregation’s
future.  

*If you haven’t already done so, be sure to pick up your copy of the “Envisioning Our Future” Travel
Journal at the main hallway Welcome Center, or contact the church office for assistance.

In our journaling and our sharing on October 22, we’ll be appreciating the past and remembering North
Creek at its best.  We’ll give glory to God for bringing out the best among us as a congregation, for it is
the Lord who is the author of all the life-giving moments in our life together.  We’ll also look forward in
hope and faith, knowing that the same Lord who provided for us in our past walks with us today and
into the future.  We’ll share our hopes and dreams as possible “next chapters” in the story of God
working in and through NCPC.  Consider the five essential practices we’re studying in the fall sermon
series as chapters God will write into our corporate story.  What might God write about how we

PASTORS PEN

Travel Journals

Share the gospel of Jesus in a meaningful way with people in our community?
Serve those with needs with the compassion of Christ?
Dedicate ourselves to learning the ways of Jesus as our faith seeks understanding?
Care for and support one another in Christian fellowship?
Attend to our covenant relationship with God through worship & prayer?

Each of our reflections is important to getting the whole picture. Your participation matters! What a
wonderful adventure this is! And what a great time to be actively involved in God’s envisioning work at
North Creek Presbyterian Church.

Joyfully in Christ,
Pastor Kurt
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During September and October, our sermon series will prepare all of us to participate in our
congregation-wide mission study.  We’ll study the early church in the New Testament book of
Acts and explore the FIVE FOUNDATIONAL PRACTICES that were essential for their life together. 
 These five essentials provide a solid foundation for the church in every age.  We’ll be
challenged to carry them with us on our journey into the future God opens for us as a
congregation.

Here is a list of the five essentials for your ready reference.  These are the common activities to
which the early Christians devoted themselves after the empowerment of the Holy Spirit on
Pentecost, expressed in Acts 2:42-47.

English / Greek / (Greek pronunciation)

• Proclamation / Kerygma / (ker-ig’-mah)
• Service / Diakonia / (dee-uh-ko-nee’- uh)
• Teaching / Didache / (dee’-duh-kay)
• Community / Koinonia / (koy-nuh-nee’-uh)
• Worship / Leiturgia (lay-tur-gee’-uh)

SERMON SERIES
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October 2nd
Prepare to LEARN
Acts 5:17-42

October 9th
Prepare to RELATE
Acts 11:19-30

November 13th
Chose This Day
Joshua 24:14-18

November 20th
Commit to the
Covenant 
Joshua 24:19-31

October 16th
Prepare to Worship
Acts 13:1-3; 16:11-15

October 23rd 
Equipped for the
Journey
Ephesians 4:11-16 

October 30th
Prayers for the
Journey
Ephesians 1:15-23

November 6th
Recount God's
Resume
Joshua 24:1-10 



STEWARDSHIP

This year’s stewardship theme is about MAKING CONNECTIONS on the journey of
faith.  Connecting deeper into our covenant relationship with God.  Committing to
continue travelling along the journey of faith with fellow pilgrims in the North Creek
congregation.

Picture being in the main hall of a railway station or international airport.  You look
up at the reader board and see an amazing array of options – so many
possibilities!  And then it dawns on you – you won’t get to your desired destination
by staying in the station weighing your options.  You need to make a connection
with a specific train or plane to begin moving forward.  How important it is in our
travels to make those connections!  God’s people have always been presented the
opportunity to make a connection with God amid a vast array of options, a decision
to continue journeying forth with God as God’s covenant people.  One such moment
happens at the end of the Old Testament book of Joshua.  

                  “Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… 
                                    But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”                
                                                                                                                 Joshua 24:15

Joshua spoke these inspiring words to God’s people at a crucial moment in their
journey with God, and the people responded by renewing the covenant relationship.  
Now that God had led them to the promised land, they committed to continuing to
walk with the Lord in worship & service.  Recalling God’s great faithfulness, we
embrace our covenant commitment at this crucial moment in the life of our
congregation, choosing to serve the Lord by offering our time, talent, & treasure.  In
this stewardship season and beyond, may we respond to Joshua’s call to stand up
and joyfully say: “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord!”
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FALL SERMON SERIES (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER)

Together we will study the five essential practices of
the church, preparing to carry these with us into our
future life together.

COMMUNITY STUDY (OCTOBER)

During the fall we’ll arrange for a demographic
study of our community by a well-respected
organization that works with missionaries and
church planters to help learn about who lives in our
local mission field and how our ministries might
reach out to them and help meet their needs.

ENVISIONING FORUM #1 (SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22)

On a Saturday morning we’ll gather for a few hours
and engage in exercises of appreciative inquiry,
followed by a church family meal served by our
Fellowship Team. Zoom participation will be
available. From this exercise, we’ll discover themes
that will help us chart the course for the future!

This year’s stewardship theme is integrated into our
mission study process, and will give us the
opportunity not only to pledge our financial support,
but also our time and talent to the next phase of
ministry and mission at NCPC.

STEWARDSHIP SERIES (NOVEMBER)

During January and February, we’ll study the early
church and how they adapted to changing
circumstances in order to accomplish their mission.
This will help us envision how we might accomplish
our goals amid the changes within and outside the
congregation.

WINTER SERMON SERIES (JANUARY/FEBRUARY)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

ENVISIONING FORUM #2 (JANUARY 21)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

PREPARING AND PUBLICIZING THE FINAL
REPORT (FEBRUARY/MARCH)

From October 2022 to March 2023, the
session will be conducting a congregational
mission study to renew our ministry vision
and chart the course for our congregation
into the future.  Pastor Kurt, Karen Butler, and
Dave Berkompas will serve as the core
steering team, and others will be invited into
the leadership of the study as it unfolds.  Be
sure to read page 5 to learn about
Appreciative Inquiry, the philosophy guiding
this study.  Each member and friend of NCPC
will have the opportunity to participate and
invest in the process – we’re all in this
together!  

Throughout the study process, our Sunday
AM Adult Bible class will focus on the Book of
Acts and the activities and inspiration of the
early church.  This is sure to yield insights
that God’s Spirit will use to guide us into our
mission field in Mill Creek and beyond.

Stay tuned for more information about
activities and events related to the study. 

Here’s a timeline of what’s ahead:

NCPC MISSION STUDY

Save the date!
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identifying themes that emerge from congregational sharing
imagining what might be possible in the future along these themes 
building toward consensus about plans for future innovation

For ALL  North Creek members and friends

Online Registration is required (mostly for lunch planning) – look for a link in the weekly Connections
email.

A Zoom remote option will be available for the portion of the event that involves interactive discussion
and sharing.

Schedule
10:00 am – Welcome, Worship, & Orientation (Sanctuary)
10:30 am – Appreciative Inquiry Discussion Groups (Various Rooms)
12:00 pm – Catered Lunch (Fellowship Hall)
12:45 pm – Closing Worship (Fellowship Hall)

What is Appreciative Inquiry?
Rather than identifying problems to solve, Appreciative Inquiry explores the best of the organization's
stories, practices, and hopes. We imagine what might be possible in the future by 

Fuller Seminary’s Mark Lau Branson describes it this way in his book Memories, Hopes, and
Conversations: Appreciative Inquiry and Congregational Change (Rowman & Littlefield):

ENVISIONING WORKSHOP & LUNCHEON

NCPC Mission Study 
Envisioning Workshop & Luncheon
Saturday, October 22
10:00 AM – 1:00 PM

Appreciative Inquiry (AI) “provides an organization-wide mode for initiating and discerning
narratives and practices that are generative (creative and life giving).  Then AI guides and
nourishes (“reconstructs”) the organization along the line of its best stories.  Here is one of my
favorite descriptions: “Appreciative Inquiry is a collaborative and highly participative, system-
wide approach to seeking, identifying, and enhancing the ‘life-giving forces’ that are present
when a system is performing optimally…”
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Wednesday Night Youth Group
Midweek Meal 5:30-6:30
Youth Group 6:30-7:30

Upcoming Teaching Series

October 5 & 12                                                            October 19 & 26, November 2 & 9

YOUTH MINISTRY 

More about “The Exchange,” starting October 19:
“We all make exchanges — all the time, in fact! Whether you're shopping,
texting your best friend, swapping snacks at the lunch table, or returning a
wave to a neighbor, most of the exchanges we make aren't very memorable.
But the exchanges that stick with us are the exchanges we have with people
who impact our lives for the better. Maybe you've exchanged meaningful
advice, wisdom, or encouragement with your friends, family members,
heroes, coaches, pastors, or younger people you've invested in. Those
exchanges are what this series is all about. In this four-week series from 2
Timothy, we'll explore some advice the apostle Paul gave to Timothy, a guy
he was mentoring, because we can learn from Paul's wisdom too. Through it,
we'll see how we can all exchange wisdom with each other (no matter our
age) by helping each other discover our gifts, develop discernment, get
equipped, and find strength.”

Welcome, Valarie Hintz! 
                                       
 

Valarie Hintz has been hired as our paid Youth & Family                         
Intern. She’s currently serving as an unpaid intern in our
church office, receiving college credit for the experience. 
 In addition to this work, she’ll now be helping with our
Youth and Children’s Programs!  One of her main
responsibilities will be Wednesday night youth group,
working alongside Pastor Kurt and our youth advisors. 
 She’ll also be organizing some youth group outings this
fall, as well as occasionally helping with our Sunday
morning Family Ministry program.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 

Communion Sunday:
Children attend the entire worship service
with their parents on Communion Sundays
(the first Sunday of the month).    There will
be Worship Buddies and activity packets
(which will be following along with our
Curriculum) available on these Sundays.  

Sunday School News: 
This fall our Sunday School (Grades K-5) will
be Learning about God’s faithfulness through
the reading of Old Testament stories such as
Joseph and his brothers, Moses and the
Burning Bush, and the Parting of the Red Sea.
We will be journeying with The Deep Blue
curriculum published by Cokesbury.  Children
attend worship with their parents and then
will be dismissed for Sunday School after the
Children’s Message.  Parents, please sign
your child in to Sunday School when you
arrive at Church or when the kids head back
for Sunday School (and then you can go
back to the service).  

September 11 – Joseph and His Brothers
September 18- Joseph in Egypt
September 25 – Joseph Saves the Day
October 2 – Joseph and His Brothers Reunited
October 9 – The Baby in the Basket
October 16 – The Burning Bush
October 23 – Moses and Pharaoh
October 30 – Crossing the Sea
November 6 – Songs of Joy
November 13 – In the Wilderness
November 20 – Ten Commandments

Fall 2022 Schedule:
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MISSIONS -  KAZAKHSTAN

Even a cursory glance through the Gospel will convince
anyone how much Jesus loves children. In Luke 18:16
NIV, Jesus states that, "the kingdom of God belongs to
such as [them],” further pointing out that “whoever
welcomes them in HIs name, welcomes Him, and
therefore welcomes the one who sent Him.” (Mark
9:37.)

And you, as a member of NCPC have just done that!
This is due to your generous gift to the Good News
Ministry in Kazakhstan for 2022 fiscal year. 

Specifically, during the summer of 2022, the Turgen
Church Youth Ministry group engaged in a number of
activities sponsored by NCPC. In addition to the Bible
Camp where children learned how to worship God
through the sounds of bells, Youth Ministry members
went on a fun Aqua Park field trip, while inviting
children with cerebral palsy to join them on this
adventure!

The result? Hope! As well as peace and joy from
knowing that our good Lord Jesus loves them! 

According to the Youth Ministry Director Veronica
(pictured during Bell Ringing lesson) Youth Ministry kids
loved the activities as well as the opportunity to help
children with cerebral palsy to be outdoors and happy!

Praise be to God for the donation, and thank you, NCPC
members for your prayers, generous gifts and may the
Lord Jesus bless you and your families abundantly!

Special thanks for supporting our ministry, and through
you donation showing us that you care and support
our ability to preach the Gospel in Kazakhstan. 

"Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at
all times and in every way. The Lord be with all of you.” 
 - 2 Thessalonians 3:16
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North Creek has been in partnership with our sister-
church in the tiny village of Bertrand, located in southwest
Haiti for more than eleven years. Life in Bertrand is
difficult, yet the faith and love for Jesus and reliance on
God to provide demonstrated by the people has been an
example for the many who have supported this ministry
financially, prayed for, or travel to Bertrand over the years. 

In total NCPC has sent five mission teams to visit with the
desire to come alongside the people of Bertrand, help
them lead and create positive community. Over that
period of time the community has experienced terrible
disappointment: two earthquakes and two hurricanes
mark the worst of times adding to the difficulty of
everyday life in Haiti. Yet during this same period many
positive things have occurred. With the support of NCPC
and many individual supporters a well with clean water
has been installed, a new roof blown off by a hurricane
replaced, a new 8 room school building built, a presbytery
building with housing for the pastor. Although all good the
biggest impact has been operation of a Christian school
for ~160 students (Pre-K through grade 9) and lunch is
served everyday as well! Praise God!

A long-awaited kitchen that NCPC helped fund is now
under construction. Our brothers and sisters in Christ
express gratitude and praise for God's goodness and the
partnership with our church. Below are some photos of
the building progress.

Please pray for Haiti while giving thanks for the positive
things that are happening in the village of Bertrand. 

For more information contact Gary Turner, email:
garyeturner1972@gmail.com

MISSIONS -  HAITI
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Choir Retreat
The NCPC Choir Retreat is Saturday, October 8, from 10AM to 3PM.  This day event will
include fellowship and a focus on music for this year’s Christmas Concert.  
NCPC Choir is a non-audition choir open to singers of all levels of experience and all
voice parts.  If you are not a regular member of the NCPC Choir but are interested in
joining for the Christmas Concert, this retreat is a great way to join the group and start
learning the concert music.  Please contact Brian Armes, Worship and Music Director at
brian@northcreekpres.org about attending the retreat and making your lunch
reservation. 

 
Guest Violin

Joining us in Worship on October 9 will be violinist Haley van Meurs.  Haley is the
concert master of the Cascade Youth Symphony Orchestra and played in last year’s
Christmas Concert orchestra.  She will also return to our concert orchestra this year. 

Mark Your Calendars for Christmas Concerts 
 

NCPC will host a Christmas concert series the first two Saturdays in December.  Please
plan to join us for these concerts: 

On December 3, the Northwest University Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of
Naomi Fanshier, will return to NCPC.  This worship-based concert is a free event for the
community.

One week later, on December 10, the NCPC Choir will present our Christmas Concert,
featuring choral music and a chamber orchestra. 

Both concerts begin at 7:30 PM and are free to the public; offerings will be collected. 
 More details will come in the weeks ahead.

MUSIC MINISTRIES
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Adult Education continues the study of NT Wright’s Acts for Everyone, Part 1 during the
Fall. Meeting in the Youth Room, the 9 am Sunday morning classes focus on a short
video featuring NT Wright, followed by small group discussions. Just think about what the
early church was experiencing after Jesus’ ascension: No Jesus; receiving the Holy Spirit;
12 disciples down to 11; the betrayal of Judas; electing Mathias to replace him; adding
Steven, Paul, Barnabas, and others to leadership. Then in Acts 8, the persecution of
Stephen and the Christians scattered. But hope remained! In Samaria, there were signs
and wonders… Our Church had to adapt then, and we find that NCPC is having to do the
same now. It may not be Plan A, but maybe B, C and even D. In Acts Chapter 16:6 the Holy
Spirit told Paul and Timothy not to  preach the gospel to Asia Minor. What?? They had to
regroup and head toward Macedonia. As a church, we need to regroup and discover
where the Lord leads us this coming year. Learning about the early Church through the
Book of Acts gives us a base to build upon. The Sunday morning study (also available to
Small Groups) will also emphasize the importance of the five Principles of the Church.
Pastor Kurt tells us: “These are the common activities to which the early Christians
devoted themselves after the empowerment of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost:
Proclamation, Service, Teaching, Community, Worship.”  

Acts 2:42-47 describes these in action: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled
with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers
were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to
give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.” Proclamation  is the context for all of this –
Peter is proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior from Acts 2:14-41. Acts 4:33 captures it well
– “With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus. And God’s grace was powerfully at work in them all.” Pastor Kurt will be weaving
the five  Principles into his sermon series throughout the year. Join with others to ‘see
how Jesus’ acts through the Apostles inform and empower our acts today.  It’s not too
late to register at northcreekpres.org . Books and study guides are available for
purchase at the morning class. 

ADULT ED
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Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God's grace in its various forms. -1 Peter 4:10

DEACON SUNDAY - CARING COMMITMENT CARD

Deacon Ministry is one of sympathy, witness, and service. Deacon ministers to
those in need, the sick, the friendless, and anyone in distress.

Scripture calls God’s people to actively pursue meeting the needs of those around
them, and a great place to start is through prayer. Your actions matter and there
are many ways you can partner with the Deacons to help make a difference.

Deacon Sunday is October 9th. 

This is your opportunity to not only meet your deacons but to fill out a caring
commitment card to share your God-given gifts in His service.

Below is an image of our Caring Commitment Cards, prayerfully consider which
service opportunity you would like to be a part of! 
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Saturdays, October 8 & 15, 9:00 – 11:00 AM
We are pleased to announce the return of our church membership class! For two consecutive
Saturday mornings in October, join Pastor Kurt and New Member Coordinator Julie Chittenden as we
explore the meaning of membership and give an orientation to the congregation’s history and
vision. We’ll also explore ways to get personally involved in God’s work here at NCPC! All who are
interested in becoming a member of the church are invited to attend. At the conclusion of the class,
those who wish to proceed to membership will attend a dessert with the session on Tuesday,
October 25, where they will be received into membership. Questions? Contact Julie Chittenden via
email at juliechittenden@comcast.net

 
Sign up here (link to website)

 

New Member Class

NEWS & UPDATE

Older Adult
Ministries

Please remember Getting Your Act Together (GYAT) seminars October 2nd with Rev. Kurt Helmcke
for dealing with grief and memorial services, and then October 9th with a Hospice representative.

 
Older Adult Ministries (OAM)/Wise Guys will be taking a field trip to Bellevue Botanical Gardens
with free admittance on October 12th. We look forward to people meeting in the church parking lot
to car pool to take 3 or so others at 12:30 to depart parking lot no later than 1:00. We shall return
probably around no later than 3:30. We look forward to seeing you on October 12th to see colorful,
beautiful gardens.

We are offering an additional seminar forum on Downsizing on October 16th, at 6:30-7:30 p.m. in
conjunction with Board of Deacons, and Good Neighbor Team. “A representative from ‘Caring
Transitions’ will give us key things to consider as we face the task of decluttering and downsizing.
We have some useful reference material, too. There will be time for questions and small group
discussions, where we can share downsizing successes and challenges. So, whether you have
made the downsizing journey, or face it soon, come join us to share and learn.”
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