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A Task Force is Meeting.  A session task-force has begun to meet to consider changes in our safety 
protocols, including mask-use of fully-vaccinated individuals.  Recommendations will be shared with the 
congregation when they are adopted.  Task Force members are: Joe Bohnen, Callie Carmean, Dan Clark, 
Renee Dittman, & Pastor Kurt.  If you have related questions, please reach out to one of them. 
 
Church Gatherings have Special Rules.  Some may wonder why fully-vaccinated individuals can’t simply 
remove their masks for all events at the church, given recent announcements of general freedoms from 
mask requirements.  It’s important to remember that church services and related gatherings are subject 
to special rules, like schools and hospitals (albeit less restrictive): “All religious and faith-based 
organizations are required to comply with COVID-19 organization-specific safety practices” (State 
Guidance, 05/13/2021, page 3).  How fully-vaccinated individuals may participate mask-free in worship 
services is outlined in a specific two-step process: 
 
Church Service Rules for Fully-Vaccinated Mask Freedom: 
 

1. As of May 3, 2021:  
STEP ONE. Churches may have “vaccinated-only sections” during worship services.  This 
provision is for Phases 2 & 3; we are currently in Phase 3.   

a. Each person in the vaccination-only section must have acceptable proof of full 
vaccination and must present it at every religious service.  A negative COVID-19 test 
within 72 hours prior to attendance will be accepted. 

b. The church must designate a person or persons to serve as vaccination verifiers at the 
point of entry into this seating section. 

c. In the vaccination-only seating section, there are no physical distance requirements, but 
masks are required (this mask requirement was in force 05/03 to 05/12). 

 
2. As of May 13, 2021:  

STEP TWO. The mask requirement for those vaccinated individuals seated in a vaccination-
only section is removed. 

a. The age-range of people eligible to show proof of vaccination to enter a vaccination-only 
section (age 16 and up) is expanded to those ages 12-15. 

b. Children up to 5 years of age are exempt from COVID-19 test requirements for sitting 
with parents/guardians in vaccination-only sections (it is implied that children ages 6-11 
must provide a negative COVID-19 test within 72 hours prior to attendance to sit in a 
vaccination-only section, given that they are currently not eligible to receive a vaccine). 

c. Vaccinated individuals who are leading worship are permitted to sing and perform on 
woodwind and brass instruments without facial coverings. 

 
The NCPC COVID-19 Task Force is actively working on how to implement vaccination-only sections, 
making it possible for the fully-vaccinated to participate un-masked without social distance restrictions 
upon presentation of proof of vaccination. 


