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 ARTICLE I  

STATEMENT OF MISSION DESIGN 

Lord, we are North Creek Presbyterian Church, planted like a tree along a riverbank. You have planted 

us here to witness and act upon your teachings and proclaim your good news. Under your care our 

roots will reach deeply into living water. We acknowledge and accept the truth that "God so loved the 

world he gave his only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life." (John 

3:16) We accept Jesus Christ as our personal savior and as a community of Christians, we accept the 

responsibilities of proclaiming this message in our church, our community and our world.  

Lord, we believe that all we do must be centered in Christ and supported by scripture. Jesus Christ must 

be the center of our church, our daily lives, our homes, and our families. We will continue to grow as we 

walk with Jesus Christ though prayer, worship, Bible study, Christian education, fellowship, outreach 

and love.  

Lord, we believe that our mission goes well beyond the walls of the building that we call North Creek 

Presbyterian Church. We believe that we are called to reach out to all people who need your help. Jesus 

said, "Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me." 

(Matthew 25:40) We accept the responsibility of reaching out with our prayers, our faith, ourselves, our 

food, our clothing, our financial resources, and whatever else may be required.   

Lord, we acknowledge that each member of this body of Christ has equal importance to you.  Therefore, 

the needs of our babies are equally as important as the needs of our senior members and the needs of 

those outside our denomination are equally as important as those within. 

Lord, we believe worship is the starting point from which all else will radiate. This service must uplift us 

spiritually and prepare all of us for the week to come. 

Lord, we believe that Christian education is the heart of our growth as Christians. Through our teaching, 

we will strive to nurture each person, regardless of age, as we grow in knowledge and faith and share 

our love of Christ with everyone we meet. 

Lord, we do covenant and agree to walk together as disciples of Jesus Christ in a church relation 

according to the provisions of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church of the United States of 

America. We promise to maintain this church by attendance at its services, our support of its work, our 

gifts, our efforts, and our prayers, and to seek in its fellowship to glorify the name and further the cause 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



North Creek Presbyterian Church Bylaws                

Mill Creek Washington 

 

 

1.1 | P a g e  

Amended June 5, 2022anuary 27, 2013 

 

       

ARTICLE II  

MEETINGS (G-1.05 CONGREGATIONAL AND G-3.0203 SESSION) 

Congregation 

There shall be an annual meeting of the congregation in the church edifice during the month of January 

for the proper transaction of any business properly coming before such meeting. 

Special meetings may be called by the session or the North Puget Sound Presbytery (NPSP). Such calls 

shall state clearly the purpose of such special meetings, and no matter save that specified in the call 

may be considered. 

Public notice of the time, place, and purpose of all meetings of the congregation shall be given from the 

pulpit on two successive Sundays. It is permissible, therefore, for the meeting to convene on the same 

Sunday that the second notice is given. (G-1.0502) 

The pastor shall preside. If the pastor is ill or is otherwise unable to be present, the associate pastor 

shall be invited by the session to preside. If the church is vacant or if the pastor and associate pastor are 

both unable to be present a minister of the North Puget Sound Presbytery shall be invited by the Session 

to preside. This invitation shall be cleared through the Committee on Ministry (COM) of North Puget 

Sound Presbytery. The Clerk of the Session shall be secretary of the meetings of the congregation. If the 

Clerk is unable to attend, the congregation shall elect a secretary in his or her stead.  (G-1-0505) 

If the congregation does not approve the minutes of the congregational meeting before adjournment 

the Session shall read, correct, and approve the minutes of that congregational meeting at its next 

permanent meeting. At the next congregational meeting the Clerk shall have the minutes available and 

shall report the Session's action. The congregation may ask to have them read and may make additions 

or corrections by vote. (G-1.0505) 

All meetings of the congregation shall be conducted in accordance with the most recent edition of 

Robert’s Rules of Order, except in those cases where the Book of Order, in its most recent edition, 

provides otherwise.  (G-1.05) 

All meetings shall be opened and closed in prayer. 

A quorum shall consist of the moderator, secretary and ten percent (10%) of the eligible voters.  
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Session 

All meetings shall be opened and closed in prayer. 

A quorum for Session meetings shall be the pastor or other presiding officer and one third of the elders.  

 A quorum for the transaction of business as trusteesdirectors shall be a majority of the 

trusteesdirectors then in office.   

 Meetings are governed by Robert’s Rules of Order (G-3.0105), which intentionally embody the principle 

that decisions be made by informed voters exercising their collective conscience free from coercion. 

Thus, Session may conduct a vote via e-mail with the following understandings: 

• The moderator may call for a vote by e-mail – for minor, procedural decisions. 

• The e-mail vote is part of the next scheduled meeting of Session, and the details will be 

recorded in the minutes. 

• Quorum is two thirds of the elders; each vote is to be sent to the Moderator and the Clerk, and 

only to them; the votes can be submitted within 48 hours from the call for the vote. 

• A unanimous vote is required for passage. 

 

 ARTICLE III  

MEMBERSHIP (G-1.03) 

The members of the church shall be active members in good standing as defined by usage and rules of 

the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America, regardless of age. 

As required by the laws of the State of Washington, only members of fall age (18 years) shall be eligible 

to vote on questions dealing with property and matters that are strictly the business of the corporation. 

Otherwise, all active members of the church are eligible to vote at all stated and special meetings of the 

church. Voting by proxy is not allowed.      
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ARTICLE IV 

 

OFFICERS AND BOARDS 

The Sessionre shall be comprised of no more than twelve (12) ruling elders divided into three (3) equal 

classes of four (4), one class of whom shall be elected each year at a meeting of the congregation for a 

three- year term. No ruling elder shall serve on the Session for consecutive terms, either full or partial, 

aggregating more than six years; and  shall be ineligible to be elected to a new term until one year shall 

have elapsed. (G-2.0404)   

There shall be twelve (12) trustees of the corporation. The ruling elders in active service on the Session 

who are eligible under civil law, by reason of their office, shall be the directors of the corporation.  The 

elders in active service in the church who are eligible under civil law shall, by reason of their office, be 

trusteesdirectors of the corporation.  (G-4.01)    

The pastor shall be an ex officio member of the board of trusteesdirectors. A president, vice president 

and treasurer shall be elected by the trusteesdirectors from their membership at the June meeting. The 

clerk of Session shall serve as Secretary of the Board.  

There shall be no fewer more than fifteen (15) deacons divided into three (3) equal classes, one class of 

whom shall be elected each year, at a congregational meeting, for a three yearthree-year term. No 

deacon shall serve on the Board of Deacons for consecutive terms, either full or partial, aggregating 

more than six years; and shall be ineligible to be elected to a new term until one year shall have elapsed. 

The Session shall authorize the Board of Deacons to elect a moderator (and secretary) from its 

membership.  The records, including but not limited to budget and activities, of the Board of Deacons 

will be submitted at least annually and at other times upon the request of the Session. A joint meeting 

of Session and the Board of Deacons will be held at least annually.   

Vacancies on the Session or the Board of Deacons may be filled at a special meeting of the congregation 

or at the annual meeting, as the Session may determine. 
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ARTICLE V 

ELECTIONS (G-2.0401) 

There shall be a representative nominating committee chosen in accordance with the Form of 

Government. The committee shall bring to a meeting of the congregation, nominations for each office 

to be filled. Additional nominations of qualified persons may be made from the floor by any eligible 

voter.                                               

ARTICLE VI  

REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS 

These by-laws may be amended subject to the charter of the corporation, the laws of the state of 

Washington, and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America at any 

annual meeting or at any special meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voters present provided that 

a full reading of the proposed changes or a printed distribution of the same shall have been made in 

connection with the call of the meeting. 

The above rules are based on the Constitution, and may be amended in any manner not conflicting with 

the provisions of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. 

 ARTICLE VII  

PROPERTY OF CHURCH DISSOLVED (G-4.0205) 

In the event of division within the church, or in the event of the dissolution of the church, any and all 

properties of the church shall remain with the Presbytery of North Puget Sound or its local 

representative. 

References are from the Book of Order. 

Amended January 15, 1998 

Amended April 19, 1998 

Amended October 16, 2001 

Amended April 16, 2002 

Amended March 7, 2004 

January 22, 2008 

Amended January 29, 2012 
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