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 NCPC STAFF
Connect with us:

Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through
vital worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional
discipleship.
The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring
community
The world around us connected to God's extravagant love
through the good news we share and the compassion we
show.

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in
you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship
with Jesus, and encouraging our community to find
meaning and purpose in this same Christ-connection.

We desire to see

Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3
“Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and
who meditates on his law day and night.  They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its
season, and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they
prosper.”    

Our Mission

Johnson Pham, Custodian 
Kcristell Peña, Administrative Manager       
Meagan Giboney, Student Intern
Spencer Little, Student Intern
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PASTOR'S NOTE
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Sharing Stories

          "I do not know whether human beings naturally or instinctively make their own lives into stories; I         
gfhg  only believe that this is something that Christians are obliged to do."
                                                          Alan Jacobs, in Looking Before & After: Testimony in the Christian Life 

Telling a story of how we have encountered the living God is a time-honored tradition in the church. It
happens when we share our experiences to encourage one another, whether over a cup of coffee with
a friend or in a small group prompted by a reflective question. Those who have explored the spiritual
practice of journaling are well-versed in the art of personal storytelling. Sometimes we even have the
occasion (and the courage!) to share our story of faith aloud in a service of worship.

This summer we’re continuing a tradition begun last year of incorporating a time of testimony into our
summer services. Last year it was our testimony of faith inspired by the Psalms of testimony, captured
by the memorable phrase from Psalm 107:2 “Let the redeemed of the Lord say so!” This summer we’re
counting down our Top 10 favorite Bible verses, and each week the sermon will end with an invitation:

           What about you? How has the Lord spoken to you through these words? How have they been               
m         meaningful to you?

See page 2  for a schedule of verses, and feel free to think ahead about what brief reflection you might
share during our testimony time. After all, there must be a few stories behind the selection of these
verses as personal favorites! 

In addition to reflecting on scripture verses that we’ve indicated are meaningful to us, our Older Adult
Ministry is inviting us into a special project of written faith sharing this month. On page 7, check out The
Acorn Project. Project initiator Kate Gibbs envisions a collection of our stories of what we have seen
God do in our lives that will be treasured now and in the years to come. 

I encourage you to add your story to this project. Your story of faith matters to this community of
disciples. And you never know who God might bless through its telling.

Joyfully in Christ,

Pastor Kurt



Our summer sermon series this year will feature a counting down of our
collective Top 10 Bible verses.  

SERMONS & PRAYER

Greatest Hits

July 3rd
 #9 2 Corinthians 4:7, 18
Treasure in Jars of Clay

July 17th
 #7 John 3:16 
God So Loved the World

July 31st
Rev. Scott Anthony, will be
preaching God's Word.

August 14th
#5 Psalm 46:10 & #4 Isaiah 41:10
Be Still and Know, Do Not Fear

August 28th
#2Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord

July 10th
#8 Ephesians 3:20-21
Immeasurably More Than All We Imagine
July 24th
#6 Psalm 23
The Lord is Our Shepherd

August 7th
Dr. John Wagenveld will be
preaching God's Word.

August 21st
#3 Matthew 22:37-39
You Shall Love

September 4th
#1 Philippians 4:6-7
And the Peace of God

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  give
thanks in all circumstances;  for this is the will

of  God in Christ Jesus for you.
 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Pray Without Ceasing, no matter when just pray!
 

 Pray anywhere! In your closet, in the Prayer Room at church, in the
woods, on your bike, driving your car, or...?

 
 We can connect with the one who loves us so much that He died,
rose, and lives! So we can have a relationship with Him, now and

forever. Let’s connect in prayer, gratitude, and love at any time, with
any need, and with joy.

 
 For we are loved, and God hears and answers our prayers.
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In Celebration of Discipline, Richard Foster boils worship down to a
three-word definition: Spirit Touches Spirit. The music of our worship
services should accomplish that goal; through instruments and singing
(of leaders and congregants) our spirits are drawn to touch the Spirit of
the One True Triune God who calls us to relationship with Himself. 

Our summer sermon series, “Greatest Hits,” already has a “touching”
connection as the verses, selected by the NCPC congregation, come
with many “spirit touching spirit’ experiences. Some of the selected
verses have Greatest Hits songs springing from the verses or from
church history, helping the service music toward its “touching” goal.
Other times, the song selections may be more unfamiliar. The invitation,
and possible challenge, is to find our God who waits to be with us, spirit
to spirit, in those new melodies and harmonies.

One helpful tool to prepare for Sunday morning worship is the NCPC
Spotify playlists (northcreekpres). Available every Thursday afternoon,
these playlists include most of the music for the upcoming Sunday
service. They can be a great tool to prepare for worship, personal or
family devotion, and a reflection on past services.

If music becomes a growing part of your experience with God, perhaps
this is a call to share your musical gifts with the congregation through
singing or playing a musical instrument; we would love to explore this
call with you! 

If you are interested, please contact Brian Armes, Worship and Music
Director, at brian@northcreekpres.org.

WORSHIP 
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Spirit Touches Spirit . . . through Music



Register for Summer Bible Camp NOW!! 
 

Get ready to grow your faith with God as we dive into the gift God gave us,
FOOD! “Give us this day our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11. 

 
Summer Bible Camp starts July 11th and ends July 15th from 9am to 12pm. 

 
Can’t make it to SBC? No worries! We offer an online SBC experience that can
be accessed all summer long! Register as you would for in-person SBC and

under additional information, let us know that your camper will attend online
this summer! 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Meagan Giboney and Spencer

Little at office@northcreekpres.org
 

Interested in volunteering for SBC? Contact the church office at
office@northcreekpres.org

 
 
 
 

SUMMER BIBLE CAMP
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Hello, I’m Meagan Giboney. I am
one of the College Marketing Interns
for NCPC this summer! I have been
a member of NCPC since before I

could walk. It’s been an honor and a
privilege to now be working as an

intern for the church I grew up
attending. Summer Bible Camp has
a huge place in my heart. I have so
many memories of attending SBC
when I was younger, from all the
songs we would sing and games
we would play and remembering
how packed the sanctuary was. It
was an amazing time and I want
this year's summer bible camp to

be just as amazing. As a marketing
intern, I have been working behind
the scenes to advertise for SBC. It

has been a great learning
experience for me as I am currently

attending Washington State
University (Go Cougs!) and

planning to major in Marketing. I
appreciate everyone who has

welcomed me with open arms and
the overwhelming amount of

support from the church. I’m looking
forward to a wonderful Summer

Bible Camp! 

Greetings from Meagan, and Spencer, NCPC's Student Interns.

NCPCNCPCNCPC   
BBQBBQBBQ   

   JulyJulyJuly
17th!17th!17th!   

We're working on have a
food truck 

selling tasty treats! 
 

Stay Tuned! 

My name is Spencer Little, and I
am the Business College Study

Intern this summer. My family and I
attend NCPC, and I had the

opportunity to go to SBC as a kid,
and one of my favorite memories
was being around other kids my

age worshiping God. 
 

As an Intern, I have had the
opportunity to learn about the

business aspect of putting
together a summer bible camp. I
have gained valuable firsthand
experience in purchasing and

supply management,
organization, and volunteer

collaboration, among many other
things! As I return to Whitworth

University this fall, I know my
summer internship will help me in

many ways in my studies of
Business Management. 

 
I am very excited that SBC is back

in person, and I look forward to
playing the piano during worship

and worshiping the Lord in
fellowship with all the kids and

volunteers.

mailto:office@northcreekpres.org
mailto:office@northcreekpres.org


One of the highlights, and yet bittersweet moments, of each Session year is the time where we have
the opportunity to get to know the new church officers elected by the congregation, and examine
them for ordination and installation into their offices. Of course, the “bitter” of the bittersweet is that
we say goodbye to elders who have completed their terms on Session. This was the case at our June
Session meeting, where we welcomed Cindy Little as a new session member, but had to say goodbye
to Kim Voetberg, Leslie Kastelle, Joe Upton, and Joe Bohnen. It was a time of fellowship and
thanksgiving for their years of service to our church and to God. 

This meeting each year is like the last day of school, where goodbyes are said, and “what’s next”
questions are pondered. But if you’re like some of us, the last day of school often came with a list of
school supplies or other things you needed to know for the next year. (Never mind that some of us
didn’t want to be reminded that school would start again in just a few months.) But for those of us
excited to look ahead, this meeting was a great opportunity to start imagining what’s next. For
example, in addition to learning more about the mission study we will be embarking on soon, we
received our new appointments for ministry team equipping for the next year. Some of those have
changed, others stayed the same. Here are the appointments for the coming year, beginning
immediately:

We are excited to begin another Session year and work with the congregation, ministry teams and
staff to continue the journey together.

Blessed to serve,

Karen Butler
Clerk of Session                                                                                                       

WORSHIP & ARTS:                                             CALLIE CARMEAN
FINANCE:                                                            VIC CHALOUPKA
FAMILY MINISTRY(CHILDRENS & YOUTH):      CINDY LITTLE
FACILITY & GROUNDS:                                      DAN CLARK
ADULT DISCIPLESHIP:                                        KAREN BUTLER
PERSONNEL:                                                       LEANN VENN
CONGREGATIONAL CARE:                               STEVE GIBONEY
MISSION:                                                            DAVE PHIPPEN
FELLOWSHIP, WELCOME & OLDER ADULTS:   KATHY HULET
CLERK OF SESSION:                                          KAREN BUTLER

SESSION NOTE
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Scenes from the ordination and installation of officers on June 26th! 
 



We in Kazakhstan love our Pastors! They work hard
and provide our congregations with teaching,
guidance, healing, and much more. And we are so
grateful for their spiritual care!
 
Yet, how do Pastors themselves get rejuvenated?
One of the ways to do so is to stay connected with
other Pastors. Regional gatherings are a great way
to connect with other pastors in the area,
encourage each other, pray for one another, and
cultivate great relationships. 
 
Pastors in Kazakhstan are no exception to these
excellent practices. Specifically, one of the Sister
Churches NCPC supports, participated in the
Regional Pastoral Gathering. Their main agenda
was the importance of Bible Study in small groups.
During the recent pandemic, such small groups
helped believers of all ages to learn more about the
Bible, to stay connected, and to feel safe and united
in the Spirit. 
 
Since Biblical times, such study groups remain one
of the most effective tools for learning the habits of
faith. At the Gathering, it was also reported that
people who regularly attend small groups showed
an increased level of commitment to build their
individual relationships with Christ. 

Praises!
 
-Joan Eble, Oksana Britsova, and Peggy Upton.

MISSIONS

GOOD NEWS 
FROM OUR KAZAKHSTAN MISSION

Kazakhstani Pastors at the 
Regional Pastoral Gathering 2022

KAZAKHSTAN MISSION '22
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The Acorn Project is a fun and meaningful project for the older adults at NCPC.

 “Older” means folks over 55, or as a humorist among us remarked, those who just
feel that old! Pastor Kurt will be describing this project in the service on 7/3. Think of
yourselves as part of a large old oak tree that has been the strength and support of
NCPC and other churches over your lifetime. It is time to plant our “acorns” to grow
saplings that will replace us.

This is the gift of our stories to other members of the congregation and the next
generation of what we have seen God do in our lives. 

Please send your stories and anecdotes about yourselves and NCPC friends you
knew that have passed away to Kate Gibbs by July 31st. Either by email, (preferably
with a Word file using Times Roman, font size 11) to kj_gibbs@hotmail.com—or you
can mail your story to Kate at 18618 Blue Ridge Drive, Lynnwood, WA 98037. 

The stories will be gathered in notebooks that will be available in September. Thank
you in advance. 

What a blessing this will be to so many!

OLDER ADULTS MINISTRY

The Acorn Project
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ALL CHURCH PICNIC
SUNDAY, JULY 17TH 

Men’s Bible Study Opportunity 

A group of men at NCPC wish to begin a Small Group and Bible study time
together. Gary Bannister will be the leader. This will be a meeting via Zoom. 

We will be meeting on a day and time decided by the men participating.
We plan to study the book of Titus. 

Please contact Gary at 425 438-8543 or gary.bannister@comcast.net, and
together we can determine the best schedule. 

OTHER NEWS & UPDATES

Summer has arrived and with it comes warm, sunny days and time to think
about picnics. Mark your calendars for our first all church picnic of 2022.
Sunday, July 17th following worship we’ll gather in our back parking lot for
good food and fellowship.

INDEPENDENCE
DAY

Happy
May God always protect this country we call home! 

 John Hull, Director of Strategic
Initiatives at Everett Gospel Mission

 

Participants in the Poverty 101
workshop led by Everett Gospel

Mission at NCPC

Everett Gospel Mission's Poverty 101,  on 6/25,
was a complete success! 

 
The training class that will help our community

better understand the unique challenges of
long-term poverty

NCPC student sightings at Spring
school music concerts

Let our Youth Ministry staff know
about your student concerts and

sports events – send your schedule
to the church office.

Allison Dal Maso, violin,
Heatherwood Middle School (with
Pastor Kurt and Chrystal Helmcke)

Hannah Summe, viola, Lynnwood
Elementary School (with parents Amy

& Terry and brother Ben)
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