
Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital
worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship.
The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community
The world around us connected to God's extravagant love
through the good news we share and the compassion we
show.

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in
you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with
Jesus, and encouraging our community to find meaning and
purpose in this same Christ-connection.

We desire to see

Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3
“Blessed is the one whose delight  is in the law of the  Lord, and
who meditates  on his law day and night.  They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”    
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PASTOR'S PEN

As we grow through the stages of life, we adapt to changes. When we emerged into
adulthood and moved out of our parents’ home, we had to adapt to the new reality of
living on our own. One of the factors that encourages adaptation is the discomfort of the
new reality becoming too much to bear, so much so that we finally do something about
it. Living on our own for the first time, we may have let the dishes build up in the sink or
the laundry pile up in the hamper, conditioned as we were to expect mom to magically
appear to take care of it all. At some point – out of clean dishes, no more clean clothes –
we knew we needed to do life differently now that we were on our own. We developed
adaptive capacity – the ability to do new things, to change our patterns to meet current
challenges.

The church has always had to adapt. We’re going to explore this in our winter sermon
series on the book of Acts, examining numerous scenes where Jesus’ disciples faced
unanticipated changes. Each one could have derailed the mission, but the Holy Spirit led
them to adapt to the new reality. These adaptations kept the church going, and the
church kept on adapting through the centuries, and here we are. From the very
beginning, it’s been the same God, and the same mission, adapted and applied in an
ever-changing world.
                                                                                                                                                                          
Like all congregations, North Creek faces plenty of adaptive challenges. Tod Bolsinger
reminds us that adaptive challenges are those that “cannot be solved with one’s existing
knowledge and skills, requiring people to make a shift in their values, expectations,
attitudes, or habits of behavior.”[1] We need new perspectives and new ways of
operating as we adjust to the new normal.

Our goal is to be a thriving congregation.  Yet, compared to the past few decades, we’ll
need to thrive on fewer resources. The annual budget is less than in the past. We have
fewer pastors and staff. We have fewer active members. As we think about our hopes
and dreams as a congregation, we’ll need to pursue them with fewer resources than
before. 

And yet the Holy Spirit continues to empower us on a divine adventure! As we adjust our
expectations and exercise creativity, we’ll be surprised by the new things that God does
in our midst! Let’s embrace the opportunity to adapt our ministry to the new aspects of a
new day and a New Year…

Adapt (verb): To become adjusted to new conditions.
Bring on the New in the New Year

Continued on next page.



PASTOR'S PEN... CONTINUED.

…Caring for the congregation in ways that are meaningful to this moment
…Reaching out with the good news of Jesus Christ, sharing it with the people who currently
live in our community
…Passing on the faith to the next generations as we adapt to changing patterns of family life

May this New Year bring a fresh openness to the new things, the new directions, the new
adaptations that God is bringing about in our midst.

Joyfully in Christ,

[1] Tod Bolsinger, Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory (IVP),
p. 41.

Pastor Kurt



During January and February, we’ll study the early
church and how they adapted to changing
circumstances in order to accomplish their mission.
This will help us envision how we might accomplish
our goals amid the changes within and outside the
congregation.

WINTER SERMON SERIES (JANUARY/FEBRUARY)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

ENVISIONING FORUM #2 (JANUARY 21)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

PREPARING AND PUBLICIZING THE FINAL
REPORT (FEBRUARY/MARCH)

COMMUNITY STUDY (NOVEMBER/DECEMBER)

During the fall we’ll arrange for a demographic
study of our community by a well-respected
organization that works with missionaries and
church planters to help learn about who lives in our
local mission field and how our ministries might
reach out to them and help meet their needs.

This year’s stewardship theme is integrated into our
mission study process, and will give us the
opportunity not only to pledge our financial support,
but also our time and talent to the next phase of
ministry and mission at NCPC.

STEWARDSHIP SERIES (NOVEMBER)

On a Saturday morning we’ll gather for a few hours
and engage in exercises of appreciative inquiry,
followed by a church family meal served by our
Fellowship Team. Zoom participation will be
available. From this exercise, we’ll discover themes
that will help us chart the course for the future!

From October 22 to March 2023, the session is
conducting a congregational mission study to
renew our ministry vision and chart the course
for our ministry from now into the future. Our
first Envisioning Forum in October helped
identify important themes that describe our
unique identity and communicate our
common hopes for ministry and mission.
These themes are in the process of being
written up in a report that will be shared at the
next Strategic Vision Workshop on Saturday,
January 21. Registration is open – sign up
today! 

At the January 21 event, we’ll hear
presentations on the themes that emerged
from our fall event and interesting
demographic information about our
congregation and community. Our work task
will be to brainstorm a few “provocative
proposals” that bring the themes and our
demographic reality together into some
actual plans we can pursue.

Here’s a timeline of
where we have been:

NCPC MISSION STUDY

FALL SERMON SERIES (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER)

Together we will study the five essential practices of
the church, preparing to carry these with us into our
future life together.

ENVISIONING FORUM #1 (SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22)

Here’s a timeline of where  we
 are going:



Presentation on Strategic Themes
Interesting Demographic Insights
Begin working on “Provocative
Proposals” to extend the reach of our
ministry

Join us for Part 2 of our Mission
Study Workshop series!

Strategic Visioning Workshop
Saturday, January 21
10am-1pm
Lunch included

Sign up today! 

JANUARY EVENTS

Our Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 29th,
immediately following the 10am
worship service in the sanctuary. 

A remote participation via Zoom will
be made available.  We will
commemorate the lives of the saints
who passed away during the previous
year, elect a Nominating Team, hear a
budget presentation from the session,
and approve the pastor’s terms of call.  
The meeting is open to all
congregants, with voting privileges
reserved for members.  An important
part of the annual meeting is reading
the annual report, a summary of
ministry activities in the prior year.  The
annual report will be distributed in
mid-January in digital form via email. 
 If you would like a printed copy,
please contact the church office.

https://northcreekpres.org/about/strategic-visioning-workshop
https://northcreekpres.org/about/strategic-visioning-workshop


WINTER SERMON SERIES

ADAPTIVE ACTS: Directed by Divine Detours
A study of how the Holy Spirit guides the church … & the lives of Jesus’ disciples

During January and February, we’ll study people in the early church and how they followed
the Holy Spirit’s lead in adapting to changing circumstances, all in order to accomplish
God’s mission.  What we learn will help us envision how we might accomplish God’s goals in
the midst of significant change both inside and outside our congregation.  Like those early
disciples, we’ll learn that we journey with the same God on the same Mission, yet with the
same Surprises along the way!

Key questions: How does God get our attention to guide us into new or different directions? 
 How might God be calling us to adapt to changing circumstances?  

January 8 
Present in a New Way
Jesus, you’re going where?!
Acts 1:1-17

January 15 
Growing Pain Gains
Internal trouble is a ministry opportunity
Acts 6:1-15 

January 22
Scattered into Success
Forced into faithfulness by persecution
Acts 8:1-8; 26-40

January 29 
Straight Street Surprise
Once-feared enemy becomes a friend
Acts 9:1-19 

February 5 
Barrier Removal
New openness expands the gospel’s reach
Acts 11:1-18

February 12
Corporate Restructure
The official changes of the Jerusalem Council
Acts 15:1-21 (22-35)

February 19
Detour to a New Mission Field
A closed door & a dream reveal a new direction
Acts 16:1-15



MUSIC MINISTRIES

Season’s Thanksgiving

A great “Thank You” is extended to all who helped make this year’s Christmas concerts
and worship music truly joyful experiences – singers, instrumentalists, readers,
greeters, ushers, tech crews, riser builders, reception hosts, parents & drivers, and
audiences, too!  

On December 14, the NCPC Choir took their Christmas Concert “Adore!” on the road to
Northaven Senior Living.  A truncated version of the concert was presented to an
attentive and appreciative audience of residents and families.  Thanks to Adrienne
McGruder and the staff at Northaven in helping make this roadshow a reality!

New Year’s Musical Resolutions

Worship Team rehearsal resumes Tuesday, January 3rd at 7:00PM and Choir
rehearsals on Wednesday, January 4th, at 7:30PM.  If your new year’s resolutions
include finding new ways to be involved in the music ministries of NCPC, sharing your
musical gifts with the worshiping community, or developing a budding musical skills
or interests, please connect with Brian Armes, Worship and Music Director at
brian@northcreekpres.org or fill out an information form on the Music Ministry page of
northcreekpres.org. 



YOUTH MINISTRY 

Announcing the 2023 Confirmation Class
at North Creek Presbyterian Church!

What is it?  
An experience to help
youth launch their
adult journey of faith. 
 Learn about the
Christian faith & decide
what you believe, and
embark on the voyage
of following Christ!

Open to all students,
grades 6-12.  Our few
HS students
whocompleted
confirmation in 2019 are
welcome to join the
Leader Team as T.A.s
(Teacher’s Assistant).

Fun, food, field trips...all
fueling our voyage of
discovery!

Every Sunday, January 8
- March 26, 

Opening Event—First
Sunday, January 8 >>
Youth & Parent
Orientation Breakfast in
the Youth Room at 9:00
AM.

This year, each student
receives two free Zoom
remote coupons to use
when needed!

     9:00—9:55 AM

When is it? 
 
 

How do I
sign up? 

 
 

Sign up on the church
website by Wednesday, 
January 4

https://northcreekpres.org/
ministries/confirmation

Pastor Kurt Helmcke, North Creek Presbyterian Church, 621 164th ST SE, Mill Creek, WA 98012 >
 425-743-2386 > www.northcreekpres.org > kurt@northcreekpres.org



As 2022 drew to a close, Session met to plan for our coming year. As
always, this meant a lot of discussion about budget, which we couldn’t do
without discussion of vision, direction, as well as our current needs and
ministry dreams for the coming year. This discussion, and the preparation
for it, takes a lot of thoughtful and prayerful consideration, time, patience,
and listening to one another and the Holy Spirit. I am thankful that our
Session works so well together as we respectfully listen and consider each
ministry’s needs in light of our vision for North Creek. The budget isn’t my
favorite topic, but meeting together with this group of people is!

As we step into January and look toward the coming year, I’m really
excited. This will be a great year for visioning, discerning God’s will for our
church and community, and working together to put legs on our dreams.
A lot will happen as we move forward. In terms of budget, this month
Session will be finalizing the 2023 budget, keeping in mind our existing
needs (both physical and spiritual), dreams for ways to increase our
ministry within and outside the church (“to the ends of the earth”), and
continuing to listen to the nudges from the Spirit for things we haven’t
even yet thought of! Remember, “Our God is able to do immeasurably
more than we ask or even imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us . . .” (Ephesians 3:20-21) We will be open to just that. 

God bless you as we enter into the new year.

Karen Butler
Clerk of Session

SESSION NEWS



SMALL GROUPS

OUR WHOLE CONGREGATION IN SMALL GROUPS

Now is the Time!  Join a small group!  You will enjoy special
relationships, social gatherings, delicious goodies, studying books or
scripture together, praying for each other, and discovering yourself
closer to God and your “neighbors.”

Let your Connection Team know, and we’ll go to work for you!  We want
to CONNECT all of you to a small group. Our prayer is that everyone is
included.  Contact Joan Eble @ 425-787-2489.

If you are willing to Host a group or facilitate, your Connection Team will
provide all the support you need. Just call and let us know!

Option: There is an opening in an existing group for a couple. This group
meets every other week, on Mondays at 2:00 pm with Ken & Sarah
Sundin. 206-240-8691

Option: Kay Nickel will facilitate a group in January 2023 on Monday
afternoons or evenings. 425-280-3267

Option: Gary Bannister leads two Men’s Zoom meetings on Tuesdays at
3:30 pm and Fridays at 10:00 am.  425-438-8543

Our Blessings on Your New Year. Our Lord came to this earth to show us
how to love one another. We can learn how to do this better – together!



ADULT EDUCATION & PRAYER

New participants are invited to join us on Sunday
January 8  in the Fireside Room at 9 a.m. as we  continue
until Lent the study of Acts for Everyone. Classes  begin
with a short introductory video featuring author NT
Wright, followed by small group discussion. We are
reminded of what the early church was experiencing
after the ascension of Jesus. After the martyrdom of
Steven, widespread persecution followed. But hope
remained; there were signs and wonders. And as
Christians scattered, they were able to begin to spread
the Gospel of Jesus. Our Church had to adapt then, and
we find that NCPC is having to adapt now. As a church,
we need to regroup and discover where the Lord leads us
in the coming year. Learning about the early Church
through the book of Acts gives us a base to build upon.
The Sunday morning series will also be available for small
groups. 

To register and purchase the book(s), please click here. 

Prayer and service are often considered alternative
activities. People assume some should pray and others
should serve.  While there are special vocations in each
area, they both belong together for all of us. We can be
so impatient to “get something accomplished”, that we
don’t realize time spent in quiet listening prayer  will, in
addition to all the other reasons to pray, help us set
priorities in our work and God will help us find the best
ways of working. Or sometimes we linger in prayer to
avoid things we don’t want to do. Again, honest, listening
prayer will find God motivating us lovingly, whether by
carrots or sticks, to get busy.

If we only remembered how important both are to “Thy
kingdom come”. Our prayers and actions can have
repercussions into the future. If we cooperate with the
Holy Spirit and let our characters be transformed to be
the loving, wise followers of Jesus, we can love those
around us into better lives. Let’s pursue both prayer and
service joyfully; the stakes are high!

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/adult-education
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/adult-education


For the last several years NCPC has collectively shared the Word of God and the
love of Christ with hundreds across the world, in Kazakhstan. From the bottom of
our hearts, the Good News Ministry thanks you for being the hands and feet of
Jesus for all these years. Here’s how each of the Sister Churches celebrates
Christmas according to the four Pastors there:

 Pastor Daniil and Pastor Rimma: “On the night before Christmas, our church
gathers to glorify the Lord Jesus with our worship songs, breaking of the bread,
caroling and fireworks. The monetary support NCPC provided is used to distribute
Christmas gifts to approximately 65 children and 100 adults. Hallelujah!”

 Pastor Sergei: “Our Christmas program themed, ‘God and Christmas’ will facilitate
team building activities, games for children, with gifts and a tea party for all…
approximately 55 children and 30 adults. Praise the Lord!"

 Pastor Varsonufii: “I’m sending you these pictures showcasing our Youth Group
getting ready for Christmas. All of our neighborhood kids (even ones that don’t
attend the Church) are joining us for the Grandpa Frost and Granddaughter
Snowflake show with gifts for all, sponsored by NCPC. Thanks be to God!”

 Thank you for your faithful generosity! You are a gift to the church in Kazakhstan
and to the body of Christ. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! Many blessings
to you all!

MISSIONS: KAZAKHSTAN 



NCPC has been involved in mission in Yucatan, Mexico for many years. Many of you may have even gone
on a short-term mission trip to this amazing part of Mexico. God has continued to work there in
partnership with the NCPC Mission Team during the recent Covid Pandemic and we are excited to share
with you these exciting updates.

Yucatan Helping Hands
Missionaries Byron and Inez Ahina (of Calvin Presbyterian Church, Shoreline) delivered hundreds of boxes
of food, and supplies to small villages in rural Yucatan during the lock down, and long period of
unemployment. They helped to maintain a clean water supply in partnership with Living Water for the
World.

In partnership with Yucatan Helping Hands a microenterprise business is being funded for Jose and Perla,
a newlywed couple to start an auto mechanic business with a loan, that will be paid back so that another
micro business load can be made. Jose is keeping Byron and Inez’s missionary vehicles running and has
gone with Byron to distribute food and supplies in the countryside. Jose was a youth worship leader at
the El Buen Pastor Church in Tikul, Yucatan.

Pastor Pedro Dzul and his young family have been ministering at a Presbyterian church plant, New
Jerusalem, in Tepich, Yucatan. NCPC helped his family when both he and his wife were sick with Covid
and supporting their ministry as their church grows. They have led two Children’s Bible Training School,
with several children dedicating their lives to the Lord, and now their parents are attending church. Pastor
Pedro is doing leadership training in his congregation, and once a month his preaching and teaching at
a second smaller church in Kochol, a village 60 kl away.

Please keep all of these Yucatan missions in your prayers and thank you for supporting missions at NCPC
as we reach the world for Christ. 

MISSIONS: YUCATAN, MEXICO



Sending  blessings to you from Mzuzu, Malawi! 

We are thankful for celebrating our 10-year anniversary of living in Malawi in 2022
(wow time fly’s!). Your prayers and financial support are an essential part of this
mission and we are very thankful for each of you! Please continue pray for the
country of Malawi, its government, its leaders, its students, its future, and also pray
for our local partner the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, and the universities
that we work for. 

Merry Christmas & happy new year,

Tyler, Rochelle and Mphatso (age 9) Holm

MISSIONS: MZUZU, MALAWI



Friends and members of North Creek Presbyterian Church, 

My name is Mary Dill; my husband and I began to attend NCPC in the summer of 1991.
One of the many reasons Forrest and I knew we wanted to be a part of North Creek
was the hands-on mission work and service of this congregation. We loved that this
church reached out to our local community and the world – and 31 years later, we
continue to care for the homeless. 

OPERATION NIGHTWATCH is an organization that provides the homeless have access to
a warm meal daily. This team has been active and growing for more than 40 years in
the greater Seattle Area; NCPC has been a part of their great history for a large
number of those years. NCPC's Operation Nightwatch came into existence through
Jesus’ mandate to feed the hungry. Every second Monday of the month, NPCP
volunteers cook and serve a meal on Yesler Way in Seattle. 

Our current team leader is Paul Wenger, with team members: Forrest Dill, Linda
Roundhill, Jonathan Ramos, and Steve Brundage. Paul and I would like to extend the
opportunity to you to join us and serve.

We are praying for 20 or more team members to share the load. Operation
Nightwatch challenges you to volunteer once in 2023. 

When our kids were in high school we volunteered as a family. Forrest and I would
cook, the kids would be greeters, man the socks/toiletries table, wash dishes, whatever
they could. So we invite families of older kids, couples, and individuals to join us. We
are praying for you to join this great ministry.  

If you have any questions or have ideas to share with NCPC’s Operation Nightwatch,
contact Mary Dill at 425.280.3133 marykathryndil@gmail.com.
 
To sign up, please visit the Welcome Center during January. We will have a sign-up
sheet for you to register. 

OPERATION NIGHTWATCH 

mailto:marykathryndil@gmail.com


HAPPY NEW YEAR!   As a child, I thought these words meant just another day
to have a party. Now that I am older and I hope a little wiser, I feel the
significance of what each day in the year can bring: joy, sorrow, life, death… I
now count my blessings for the gifts God brings me EVERY DAY. 

Ecclesiastes 11:5, NLT says: “Just as you cannot understand the path of the
wind or the mystery of a tiny baby growing in its mother’s womb, so you
cannot understand the activity of God, who does all things”. 

Each day brings the unexpected, the unknown. Each day, a woman
somewhere in Mill Creek, Everett, Seattle has been given the unexpected
news that she is going to have a baby. How that can shake the foundation
of her world. But we know that God LOVES that mother and baby and has a
future for them both. The Support Life team prays to be a real hope to the
unborn child and mother before and after delivery. 

Our team actively supports Pregnancy Resource Clinic in Everett, a local
partner for the past 7 years. We thank all of you for your donations to the
Baby Bassinette (in front of the library). You can give all year long.   We also
give to Abundant Life, a multi-faceted ministry to the unborn, specifically
helping a team that does free car repairs, so moms have working vehicles
to get their babies to doctor appointments, the grocery store and ‘do life’. 
 And lastly, we partnered with Young Lives, who mentor teen moms and their
babies through bible study/small groups, camps and other services. 

If God is knocking on your heart to know more about this ministry, we invite
you to reach out to one of our team members, Sharon Marshall, Stephanie
McGuigan, Steve Chittenden, Linda Roundhill or Mary Dill. 

And we pray for a blessed and happy new year for all babies and families in
our community!      

SUPPORT LIFE

https://www.learnreligions.com/new-living-translation-nlt-700666

