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Thursday, September 24, 2020 

Dear NCPC family, 

Over the past few months, our congregation's leaders, including ministry teams, Session, 

and the staff, have been meeting and discussing how we can provide in-person Sunday morning 

worship for those who would want to participate.  It is our goal to provide a meaningful, safe, 

and lawful experience for those who would come, while still maintaining a vibrant and thoughtful 

experience for those who would continue to worship from home using the online option. After 

much work and engagement on the part of many, and with full consideration of State and 

Presbytery guidelines, we are confident that we have found a way for us to worship together, in 

both formats. We look forward to supporting our whole community as we all participate as we 

are able.  

In Philippians 4, we are told to "in humility, value others above yourselves, not looking to 

your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others." (Phil. 4:3b-4)  We are 

choosing a re-opening plan that allows us to celebrate the fellowship we have with one another, 

allowing each person to opt for the option that best fits their needs, and also calls each of us to 

support one another so that all will have the same opportunity to be together.  Rather than 

taking a first-come-first-served approach each week, we are initially inviting people to sign up for 

one Sunday a month.  With a limited number of attenders each week, we can ensure everyone 

who comes in-person is welcomed safely, and, by taking turns, we will make sure everyone who 

wants to come in-person can occasionally.  

While many elements will be the same, many will be different.    

To attend in person, you will need to preregister.  Each Sunday, the in-person gathering 

will be limited to 50 worshipers, plus volunteers and staff.  There will be music for both formats, 

but we will not have in-person singing. There will be communion for all, but it will be offered on 

the first Sunday evening of the month in an online service so that we can all "be together" as we 

celebrate the Lord's Supper. Tithes and offerings will still take place, but without passing the 

plates. Our pastors will still be preaching, but they will have masks on, as will all who attend in-

person. These changes reflect Presbytery and government safety requirements, and you can 

research those in more detail on our website.  

The one thing you can count on to be the same is our community, our faith, and our love 

for one another in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Whether we are coming together in-person, 

or streaming live, we will come together to hear, learn, and trust in the Word of God.  We will 

prioritize caring and praying for one another, and we will work together to follow God's call to 

love our neighbors as ourselves.  

You will soon receive an email with an invitation to register for Sunday morning 

attendance, including information about policies and procedures. We would encourage every 

http://www.northcreekpres.org/


worshiper from NCPC to respond to the invitation, even if you are planning to continue 

worshipping from home.  Your response will help us know how to support the congregation even 

better moving forward.  The first "month" of Sundays will be October 11, 18, 25, and November 

1.  For those who want to attend in-person, you will be able to express your availability, and we 

will do our best to ensure that every person interested is able to attend one Sunday during that 

window.  

A few days after the registration period closes, you will receive an email confirming the 

Sunday you are signed up to attend.  The Monday prior to your week, you will receive a form to 

complete that covers screening information, safety procedures, and a release of liability.  You will 

need to complete this form online before you come.  

Please keep an eye out for a video on our webpage, Facebook page, and YouTube 

channel that will show you what to expect when you attend in-person worship. We hope 

everyone will be well-prepared to follow our social distancing guidelines in order to get the most 

out of our worship service and allow us to welcome everyone safely.  While there are many 

unknown factors, like case numbers rising and falling and the Governor's announcements, we do 

know that the better we are at working together, the more we can do everything in our power to 

continue this in-person option safely and joyfully.  

Whether online or in-person, we are the body of Christ gathering at NCPC. We look 

forward to this new option for how we worship together, and know that we can work together 

to make sure that everyone is able to worship wholeheartedly, whether they are doing so from 

home or the NCPC building.   

Thank you for your patience, and enthusiasm, as we continue to worship together in new 

ways this fall. 

 

In Christ, 

NCPC’s Session: Tal Anderson, Joe Bohnen, Callie Carmean, Dan Clark, Minna Dimmick, Renee 

Dittman, Steve Giboney, Jeff Jensen, Jill Johnson, Leslie Kastelle, Joe Upton, Kim Voetberg, 

Pastor Kurt Helmcke, Pastor Heather James - Moderator 

 

 


