
PASTOR'S PEN

The Advent of Divine Possibility
The season of Advent reminds us that God hasn’t given up on the world, no
matter how God-forsaken things may appear.
This year we’re preaching the Advent scriptures from Isaiah.  Each one of these weekly selections is
an expression of hope, a foretelling of the saving work of God: initially, in the return of God’s people
from exile; then in the coming of the Messiah who Christians believe is Jesus of Nazareth; and then
to the work of the Kingdom of God in the world that Jesus began and the church continues until he
returns. But lest we give the wrong impression due to only telling part of the story, those rays of
hope shine forth into some fairly dark times. 

In Isaiah’s day corruption was rampant among Judah’s political and religious leaders. Their nation
was threatened from the outside by major military powers, but more devastating was the
unfaithfulness brewing within the society of God’s people. Isaiah’s call was to speak about God’s
judgment – yes, there’s plenty of that in Isaiah’s prophecy. Imagine what it must have felt like to
live through such cringe worthy times. Consider what it might have felt like to be a victim of
widespread wickedness, where violence and injustice was increasingly the norm. Contemplate
how easy it may have been to be a participant in the madness by just going with the flow, trying to
make sure you and your family survived. 

When you look at the world today, what is it that causes you to cringe? Is it the presence of
violence, continued expressions of humanity’s inhumanity toward one another, from war and
murder in the news to cases of bullying and domestic violence that come close to home? Is it a
seeming loss of morality, with people hell-bent to do as they please in a whirlwind of self-
indulgence? Is it that the wealth and vast resources of the world seem to be hoarded by the
powerful few to the detriment of most people? Is it the scourge of addiction that leaves so many
lives ruined in its wake? The list could go on…there’s a bit of darkness in our world today.
Sometimes the thought of change for the better seems well-nigh impossible.

It is into this dark world that God calls Isaiah to speak good news of deliverance and salvation, a
message of divine possibility. God hasn’t given up on the world; far from it. God is working on a
plan of redemption, and the Messiah is the centerpiece. Jesus’ first coming changed the world for
good (yes, there’s a double meaning in that), and as an outpost of His message of salvation we
serve His mission until he returns. The fact that God hasn’t given up on the world should remind us
not to give up on our mission to serve God’s redemptive purposes in this world, our community,
and our relationships.

May this season truly be an Advent of divine possibility. It’s time to raise our expectations on what
God will do in and through us as a congregation. Perhaps the angel Gabriel said it best when
explaining to Mary how the Savior was to be born:

“For with God, nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)

Joyfully in Christ,

Pastor Kurt
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