
Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital
worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship.
The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community
The world around us connected to God's extravagant love
through the good news we share and the compassion we
show.

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in
you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with
Jesus, and encouraging our community to find meaning and
purpose in this same Christ-connection.

We desire to see

Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3
“Blessed is the one whose delight  is in the law of the  Lord, and
who meditates  on his law day and night.  They are like trees
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season,
and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”    
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PASTOR'S PEN

The Advent of Divine Possibility
The season of Advent reminds us that God hasn’t given up on the world, no
matter how God-forsaken things may appear.
This year we’re preaching the Advent scriptures from Isaiah.  Each one of these weekly selections is
an expression of hope, a foretelling of the saving work of God: initially, in the return of God’s people
from exile; then in the coming of the Messiah who Christians believe is Jesus of Nazareth; and then
to the work of the Kingdom of God in the world that Jesus began and the church continues until he
returns. But lest we give the wrong impression due to only telling part of the story, those rays of
hope shine forth into some fairly dark times. 

In Isaiah’s day corruption was rampant among Judah’s political and religious leaders. Their nation
was threatened from the outside by major military powers, but more devastating was the
unfaithfulness brewing within the society of God’s people. Isaiah’s call was to speak about God’s
judgment – yes, there’s plenty of that in Isaiah’s prophecy. Imagine what it must have felt like to
live through such cringe worthy times. Consider what it might have felt like to be a victim of
widespread wickedness, where violence and injustice was increasingly the norm. Contemplate
how easy it may have been to be a participant in the madness by just going with the flow, trying to
make sure you and your family survived. 

When you look at the world today, what is it that causes you to cringe? Is it the presence of
violence, continued expressions of humanity’s inhumanity toward one another, from war and
murder in the news to cases of bullying and domestic violence that come close to home? Is it a
seeming loss of morality, with people hell-bent to do as they please in a whirlwind of self-
indulgence? Is it that the wealth and vast resources of the world seem to be hoarded by the
powerful few to the detriment of most people? Is it the scourge of addiction that leaves so many
lives ruined in its wake? The list could go on…there’s a bit of darkness in our world today.
Sometimes the thought of change for the better seems well-nigh impossible.

It is into this dark world that God calls Isaiah to speak good news of deliverance and salvation, a
message of divine possibility. God hasn’t given up on the world; far from it. God is working on a
plan of redemption, and the Messiah is the centerpiece. Jesus’ first coming changed the world for
good (yes, there’s a double meaning in that), and as an outpost of His message of salvation we
serve His mission until he returns. The fact that God hasn’t given up on the world should remind us
not to give up on our mission to serve God’s redemptive purposes in this world, our community,
and our relationships.

May this season truly be an Advent of divine possibility. It’s time to raise our expectations on what
God will do in and through us as a congregation. Perhaps the angel Gabriel said it best when
explaining to Mary how the Savior was to be born:

“For with God, nothing will be impossible.” (Luke 1:37)

Joyfully in Christ,

Pastor Kurt
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2022 Stewardship Recap
Choose this day 
whom you will serve… 
But as for me and my household, 
we will serve the Lord.
                                      Joshua 24:15

Thank you to all who participated in our annual stewardship season, inspired by these
classic words from Joshua. We started our season with enthusiastic participation in our
strategic Envisioning Workshop on Saturday, October 22. Our Invitation Sunday on
November 6 was highlighted by a meaningful and memorable testimony of generous
giving offered by our very own Steve Chittenden and our experience of the covenant
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Our Pledge Sunday on November 13 presented us the
opportunity to offer our pledges of time, talent, and treasure in a service of worship, as well
as having our baptism covenant renewed. After worship we assembled in the Fellowship
Hall for Pie & Praise – what a joy it was to gather in gratitude for God’s abundant provision
for our life together at NCPC! Thanks to all who made this event a success, from pie servers
to song singers. Our worship service on November 20 continued the theme of covenant
renewal, complete with the opportunity to come forward for healing prayer.

We are so grateful for your continued support of God’s work in the church through your
tithes and offerings. If you are still in the process of discerning God’s direction for your
giving, we appreciate your consideration.  As a community of faith, we give to the Lord
through the church in response to the question, “What percentage of my income is God
calling me to give?” Our Stewardship webpage will continue to be available at
https://northcreekpres.org/connect/stewardship-2022, featuring links to giving testimonies
and pledge information. God’s grace and peace be with you.

https://northcreekpres.org/connect/stewardship-2022


During January and February, we’ll study the early
church and how they adapted to changing
circumstances in order to accomplish their mission.
This will help us envision how we might accomplish
our goals amid the changes within and outside the
congregation.

WINTER SERMON SERIES (JANUARY/FEBRUARY)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

ENVISIONING FORUM #2 (JANUARY 21)

We’ll take the results of our Fall Envisioning Forum
and the demographic study of our community and
develop “provocative proposals” for strategic next
steps.

PREPARING AND PUBLICIZING THE FINAL
REPORT (FEBRUARY/MARCH)

COMMUNITY STUDY (NOVEMBER/DECEMBER)

During the fall we’ll arrange for a demographic
study of our community by a well-respected
organization that works with missionaries and
church planters to help learn about who lives in our
local mission field and how our ministries might
reach out to them and help meet their needs.

This year’s stewardship theme is integrated into our
mission study process, and will give us the
opportunity not only to pledge our financial support,
but also our time and talent to the next phase of
ministry and mission at NCPC.

STEWARDSHIP SERIES (NOVEMBER)

On a Saturday morning we’ll gather for a few hours
and engage in exercises of appreciative inquiry,
followed by a church family meal served by our
Fellowship Team. Zoom participation will be
available. From this exercise, we’ll discover themes
that will help us chart the course for the future!

From October 2022 to March 2023, the session is
conducting a congregational mission study to
renew our ministry vision and chart the course for
our congregation into the future. Your enthusiastic
participation in October’s Envisioning Forum helped
us get a great start! Thank you for your ongoing
prayer support throughout this process.

During the month of November, we documented
and compiled all of the notes that were taken at the
forum.We then tasked our group facilitators with
identifying themes that emerged. This step has
been completed, and now the mission study team
will distill their work into a master list of important
themes that will result in strategic ventures.

As we move into the month of December, our
mission study team will be publishing a report of
themes that emerged from our time together on
October 22. In addition, they’ll put together a
demographic study of our community and
congregation. Both of these will be resources for our
next congregation-wide Envisioning Workshop on
Saturday, January 21.Registration for this event
(10am-1pm, including lunch) will begin sometime in
December, so stay tuned to the Connections
announcement.

Here’s a timeline of where we have
been:

NCPC MISSION STUDY
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FALL SERMON SERIES (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER)

Together we will study the five essential practices of
the church, preparing to carry these with us into our
future life together.

ENVISIONING FORUM #1 (SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22)

Here’s a timeline of where  we
 are going:



During this Advent season we will prepare for the coming of Jesus by appreciating the images of God’s
inbreaking reign described in the Old Testament book of Isaiah.  The word of the Lord came to Isaiah
the prophet, words that describe a Brand New World that would come into being through God’s
intervention.  These evocative images shaped the expectations of the Messiah’s arrival, longings
fulfilled in the birth of Jesus the Savior.  The scripture texts are taken from the Revised Common
Lectionary (Year A), so we’ll be following the same Advent texts as many other churches.

December 4 – Second Sunday in Advent (Peace Candle)
A Rooted Imagination
Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9, 12-13

December 11 – Third Sunday in Advent (Joy Candle)
Desert Blossoms
Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10

December 18 – Fourth Sunday in Advent (Love Candle)
A Child Changes Everything 
Romans 1:1-7; Isaiah 7:10-16

December 24 – Christmas Eve (Christ Candle)
Forever Brand New
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14; Titus 2:11-14

December 25 – Christmas Eve (Christ Candle)
All the Earth Shall See
Hebrews 1:1-4; Isaiah 52:7-10

ADVENT 2022
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“See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”   Isaiah 43:19

Advent Devotions: 
We are excited to be doing the Jesse Tree Personal Advent Devotions, a way of journeying through Advent
that traces the lineage of Jesus. Printed copies are available in the welcome center in the Narthex in two
sizes. The devotionals are posted online daily, on our public Facebook page.

If you prefer a PDF version, please email the church office: at church@northcreekpres.org. 

https://www.facebook.com/northcreekpres


CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
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C H R I S T M A S  E V E ,
S A T U R D A Y ,  D E C . 2 4  

5 P M -  F A M I L Y  |  8 P M
C A N D L E L I G H T

C H R I S T M A S  D A Y ,
S U N D A Y ,  D E C .  2 5
W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E



Christmas Concerts and Worship Celebrations at NCPC 

 Christmas concert celebrations at NCPC return this year.  The month begins
with TWO free-to-the-public Christmas concerts and concludes with TWO
Christmas Eve services. 

On Saturday, December 3 the Northwest University Symphony Orchestra,
under the direction of Naomi Fanshier, will present “A Christmas Festival,” a
worship-based Christmas concert for the community.  The concert begins at
7:30PM.  This year’s concert is a benefit for Hummingbird Medical Resources,
a medical mission serving Belize and parts of Africa.   
 
One week later, on December 10, the NCPC Choir invites everyone to “Adore!”,
a Christmas Concert celebrating the incarnation and our call to adoration of
the Christ Child.  This concert features choral music, a chamber orchestra,
and reading reflecting on the Biblical Christmas story.  The program also
begins at 7:30PM. 

And on December 24, Christmas Eve, NCPC will host two worship services to
celebrate the incarnation: 

A 5 PM Family Service with LED candles and special features for children, an 8
PM Traditional Candlelight Service.   

 
We are thrilled to reprise this concert series and a full schedule of Christmas
events.  Please plan to attend as many as you are able! 

MUSIC MINISTRIES
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Our Advent study comes from a website called "Stuff You Can Use", the Grow Curriculum, as
recommended by Pastor Kurt. We will be studying, “Silent Night”  at the 9am Sunday morning
hour. We'll have time for Bible study, small group discussion and a short video.

Here’s a question: Have you ever noticed how somber and even melancholy most Christmas
songs sound, yet the theme of the song is joy, peace, and happiness? We’re singing, “Christ the
Savior is born,” but the music sounds more like it was designed for mourning than celebration.
Maybe that’s how Christmas feels for you — like a time when you’re surrounded with good news
and good friends, but still with some somber tones in the background. Maybe this season is not
as merry & bright as you’d like it to be. We’re going to spend four weeks unpacking this tension
and looking at the very first Christmas to see how God showed up in ways people didn’t expect.
We’re going to discover that God’s timing is worth waiting for because God's plan is good news.
We'll discover how Jesus came to be our rescue to show us what God is like. Together, we'll find
out why Christmas is really about God speaking into the silence and the darkness.

This study includes Bible readings, small group discussion and a short video. If you, or someone
you know, despite many blessings, sometimes feel disheartened as you look around you during
the Christmas season – this is for you. Learn how at the very first Christmas God showed up in
ways people did not expect, and how He speaks into our world’s silence and darkness. 
 
Beginning January 8 until Lent, Adult Education will continue the study of Acts for Everyone. As
we learn how Christians began to adapt after the ascension of Jesus, we at NCPC can consider
how the Lord will lead us to grow and adapt through changes we face during the coming year.
 

ADULT EDUCATION 
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Upcoming Events:
December 7 - Valarie's last day!
December 14 - SPECIAL EVENT - 
Youth Christmas Party at the Little's home

YOUTH MINISTRY 

Wednesday Night Youth Group December Teaching Series

As another quarter ends, we say goodbye to another great intern.
Valarie is our Youth Ministry intern, and we are so grateful for all her
contributions to our family ministry and church! Valarie has
demonstrated a great work ethic and built great relationships with our
youth. 

Please pray for Valarie as she graduates from Northwest University this
winter and begins a new journey as a college graduate! May God bless
Valarie's future endeavors!

Teenagers are emerging adults, in the process of becoming who God created them to be as they
mature physically, emotionally, and spiritually. 

The church has believed in this so much that it started a tradition called Confirmation to help
students grow into adult-level faith.  North Creek is one of the many churches who have a
Confirmation program for youth.  Our tradition was to offer it every other year to all of our 7th & 8th
graders, along with any high school students who hadn't completed it yet.  That tradition was
interrupted by staff turnover and COVID-19.  The last time it was offered was 2018; only our current
Juniors & Seniors in high school have had a Confirmation class at NCPC.

We're excited to announce that we'll be having a Confirmation class in 2023!  As before, the
experience will be three-months long, from January to March.  There will be weekly classes on Sunday
mornings at 9:00 AM at the church in the Youth Room (this also is according to long-standing
tradition).  Since most of our students haven't taken Confirmation, this will be our primary youth
ministry program during the Winter season of 2023 (no Wednesday night program).  Our few students
who have completed Confirmation are welcome to join our teaching team as "Student TAs." 

Please click here to visit out website and register. 

Confirmation is Back at NCPC!

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/confirmation


CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
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Advent Devotional
This year during Advent, families will go through The Jesse
Tree Story Family Devotional. 

Each day of Advent, read a Bible story about someone on
Jesus’s family tree and hang an ornament symbolizing the
story on your Jesse Tree. As you decorate your tree, you’ll see
how God prepared for Jesus to be born through many
generations.

To see a complete list of Jesse Tree symbols and the Bible
stories that they represent, please click here. There are
enough Jesse Tree symbols here to cover each day from
December 1 through December 25.

This is an exciting time for Family Ministries! Both Nursery and Sunday School are open for business on
Sunday mornings during our 10am worship service! 

Family Ministries is looking for volunteers to help staff our Nursery and Sunday School classrooms.  
 Please prayerfully read over these simple volunteer job descriptions and consider giving your time
and talent to support and encourage our NCPC Kids! Nursery and Sunday School Volunteers sign up
for the Sunday volunteer dates that work for them, and you can choose your time commitment (ie. 1x
month, every other month, etc.)

Nursery Volunteer: Play, Color and read with our littlest ones in the Nursery during the entire 10am
worship service on Sundays.  

Sunday School Teacher: Follow a planned, curriculum based, Sunday School lesson that has crafts
and games already created and planned.  This usually takes a small amount of planning time to
familiarize yourself with the Bible Story and the curriculum’s plan.  Sunday School teachers teach after
the Children’s Message until the end of the service (approximately 40 minutes).  You can still attend
the first segment of worship, if you are prepared and the classroom is ready.  

Sunday School Assistant: Simply assist the Sunday School Teacher during Sunday School with
games, crafts, guiding students and clean up. 
If you are eager to see our Family Ministries at NCPC grow, this is an excellent way to support this
vision! Please contact Cindy Little at ermclittle@frontier.com or 206.769.9892 if you are interested in
exploring this opportunity.  

https://www.faithward.org/jesse-tree/jesse-tree-symbols-and-bible-stories/
mailto:ermclittle@frontier.com


Here we are in the blessed season of Advent, where we anticipate the coming of
the Lord and focus on hope, peace, joy and love, while our little ones are so excited
about all of the wonders of the Christmas season. Next thing we know, we’ll be in
the new year and preparing for what is ahead of us. 

At the November Session meeting, we got a jump on some of that anticipation for
the coming year through continued discussion of the themes reflected in the first
Envisioning Worship, which will provide a road map to help us discern where we
want to go, moving forward. At our next Envisioning Worship in January, you can
expect to hear visioning proposals which are informed by these discussions and
your input.

A big part of Session activity right now has to do with the budget for the 2023 year.
This includes review of the stewardship campaign, your generous commitment to
the ministry of North Creek, what we have heard is important to you and the
ministry teams, and what we are discerning God wants us to do in the coming year
for the ministry of North Creek and beyond. This is an exciting, yet at times tedious
process, but be assured it is one covered in prayer and openness to the Holy
Spirit’s leading.

Before you know it, we’ll be in January, talking about the Seahawks, snow (maybe),
and attending our Annual Congregational Meeting on January 29th. Mark your
calendars for that one!

In the meantime, may you each know Hope, Peace, Joy and Love this advent
season and beyond.

Christmas Blessings to each of you,

Karen Butler
Clerk of Session

SESSION NEWS
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It's been over 3 years since the Good News
Ministry to Kazakhstan team met in the Fireside
room at NCPC in 2019! This Ministry started to
bring the Good News of our Lord Jesus to the
citizens of Kazakhstan and nurture the existing
Church. So much has happened since then, and
so many lives have changed due to our work and
support!

Just in the 2022 alone, thanks to your generous
support we served 41% of the population within a
small area in the remote village in Kazakhstan;
including needy, single parents with low (or no)
income, widows and widowers.

In the same village, we conducted the House of
Prayer renovation, equipped the shared kitchen
area with a microwave to prepare meals for
gatherings, and established a new Youth Ministry
for children from low-income families providing
regular meals for the children. Within this new
Ministry, they conducted two major Youth
Ministry Worship retreats for 50 children.

Within the city of Almaty, we served 12 Rehab
patients while covering the cost of food, clothing,
treatment, transportation, and housing.

In another rural area we supported 3 various-
age Youth Groups, a Youth Choir and a Sunday
school Ministry, conducted regional youth
outreach and Summer Bible Study/Summer
Camp events, and started renovation of the
stand-alone youth Ministry building.

To thank you, our Pastors write, "During Advent
and reflecting on the outgoing 2022, thanks to
you we saw the merciful hand of God, and our
hearts are filled with joy and gratitude. Praise the
Lord!"

MISSIONS: KAZAKHSTAN 
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