
 

 

  

In This Issue 
 

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in you," the 
people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out God's mission by 
connecting to a life-giving relationship with Jesus, and encouraging our 
community to find meaning and purpose in this same Christ-connection. 
 
We desire to see 
• followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital worship 

and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship. 
• the body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community 

• the world around us connected to God's extravagant love through the 
good news we share and the compassion we show. 

 
Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3 
“Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who 
meditates on his law day and night.  They are like trees planted by streams 
of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper.”     

March 2022 



 

 

Pastor’s Pen 2 
Unmasked Faces 
 
“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-
increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”  2 Corinthians 3:18 

 
The announcement that the mask mandate for houses of worship would be removed this month is welcome 
news indeed.  For the past two years, we’ve been worshipping together without being able to see each other 
fully face-to-face.  Some of us will continue to wear masks for personal protection, and we will affirm 
everyone’s right to do so.  Yet I suspect that many of us have been hoping for this moment for a long time 
when we can shed our masks in favor of full-faced expressions of worship. 
 
Just like the start of the COVID-19 pandemic two years ago, this moment of change arrives in the season of 
Lent, the 40-day classic Christian observance of spiritual preparation prior to Holy Week & Easter.  When the 
pandemic began, the heavy losses and austere safety measures that we immediately began to follow reminded 
us of the Lenten theme of the frailty of our human existence and our need for a divine Savior.  What Lenten 
sense might this moment of unmasking make?   
 
There’s something about the Lenten journey that calls us to deeper levels of honesty before the Lord, 
admitting our frailty and our faults, our suffering and our sins.  Lent is a journey where God’s Spirit leads us to 
open more of our lives to the healing and grace promised in the gospel of Jesus.  Think of the ways God might 
be inviting you to “unmask” in times of intimate prayer, sharing honestly from the depths of your soul. 
 
The God we seek in our Lenten journey is the One who welcomes us into a face-to-face encounter.  The words 
of Psalm 27:7-8 express this well: “Hear my voice when I call, Lord; be merciful to me and answer me.  My heart 
says of you, ‘Seek his face!’  Your face, Lord, I will seek.”  We seek union with a God whose blessings are 
described in face-to-face terms, as in the words of Aaron’s timeless benediction from Numbers 6:24-26: “The 
Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face 
toward you and give you peace.” 
 
May our unmasked faces signal a fresh seeking of a face-to-face encounter with the Lord, who will make His 
face shine upon us as we contemplate the Lord’s glory along our Lenten way. 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kurt 

Currently, we have a “Green Light” to lean into our 
existing mission statement: “Connecting to a Life-
Giving Relationship with Jesus.”  We’ll do this by  

• Nurturing Opportunities to Grow Closer to Christ along with Others (classes, small groups, Bible 
studies, Sunday School/SBC, youth group, etc.) 

• Inviting the Community to Connect with Christ through the Ministries of North Creek 
(Welcoming and invitational efforts from every aspect of our ministry line-up; especially including 
Fellowship, New Members, Worship) 

In our Strategic Ministry Plan, we’re in the middle of Year One—Healthy Recovery.  Our Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship classes have been an important part of that effort.  I’ll be working with session to 
evaluate the health of our ministry systems, including staff management and officer training.  I’m also 
actively working toward a congregational workshop on our Misconduct Prevention Policy. 
 
To see the full summary of our current strategic ministry plan on our website, visit https://
northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission.  

...Strategically Speaking 

https://northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission
https://northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission


 

 

March Sermons 3 
Convicted 
The Trial of All Centuries 

During Lent, our scripture passages and sermons will follow the flow of Jesus’ trial in Jerusalem, preparing 
us to fully observe Holy Week and celebrate Resurrection Sunday.  Along the way, we’ll trace the heart 
convictions expressed by those who participated in and witnessed Jesus’ trial, considering our own 
convictions as we follow our crucified and risen Savior.  Each Sunday will feature a dramatic presentation 
spoken from the first-person perspective of a key character in the biblical narrative.  

March 6 

Mary of Bethany: From the Obliterated Place 
(Rev. Kimberly Crispeno, preaching) 
John 12:1-8 
 

March 13 

Caiaphas of Jerusalem: Righteously Outraged 
Matthew 26:57-68 
 

March 20 

Servant Girl of Jerusalem: Witness to Weakness 
Mark 14:66-72 
 

 
 

March 27 

Pilate of Rome: Seeking the Truth 
Mark 15:1-15; John 18:33-38 
 

April 3 

Soldier of Rome: Twisted Taunts 
Mark 15:16-32 
 

April 10 – Palm Sunday 

Salome of Jerusalem: Friends to the End  
Mark 15:33-41 
 

April 17 – Easter Sunday 

Mary of Magdala: First View of Full Vindication 
Mark 16:1-7; 1 Timothy 3:14-16 



 

 

Worship 4 

Ash Wednesday, March 2 
The season of Lent starts on the second day of March.  We’ll host a silent service of contemplation & com-
munion in the church sanctuary — drop-in any time between 6:00-8:00 pm.  The self-guided worship experi-
ence will conclude with the imposition of ashes. 
 
Special Note for Youth: Continuing an annual tradition, the youth will meet for dinner at MOD Pizza in Mill 
Creek at 5:30pm, then attend the Ash Wednesday service together, discussing in the Youth Room afterward.  

As we enter Lent, the NCPC Music Ministry looks toward Holy Week and is excited to share two ministry op-
portunities for the season: 
 

Children’s Choir 

First, there is much excitement among families at the return of a Children’s Choir to sing on Palm Sunday!  
All children of Sunday School age are encouraged to join and sing along.  Rehearsals will be Sunday Morning, 
incorporated into Sunday School time.  Stay tuned to church communications for more information on this 
opportunity.  
 

Good Friday Service 

Second, NCPC’s Good Friday service, celebrated the evening of Friday, April 15, will feature the NCPC Choir 
presenting Joseph L. Martin’s The Song of the Shadows.  This work is a rich expression of the Passion of Christ 
with a history of performances at NCPC.  While the service is a singular experience for all, it also serves as a 
culmination of NCPC’s Lenten Sermon Series, “Convicted.”     
  

Join the Choir 

Seats are available in the choir for anyone wishing to join during this season; rehearsals are Wednesday eve-
nings, 7:30PM-9PM.  Contact Brian Armes at brian@northcreekpres.org for more information on joining the 
choir.   

Music Ministry During Lent 

mailto:brian@northcreekpres.org


 

 

Admin Updates 5 
Current Coverage 
• OFFICE: The church office is currently being staffed by faithful volunteers from 10am-1pm Monday—

Thursday.  The office is closed on Friday.  For general inquiries, call them at 425-743-2386, or email 
church@northcreekpres.org.   

• PUBLICATIONS: Church publications are being managed by two new additions to our volunteer staff, Jon 
Hill and Jay Pedersen. They can be reached at office@northcreekpres.org.  See the introduction below. 

• BOOKKEEPING: Kris Green is our remote bookkeeper, and she can be reached at 
finance@northcreekpres.org.  She works on our portfolio during afternoons, M-Th, and takes Friday off. 

• IT & CHURCH CALENDAR: Michael Mallant is continuing to serve us on a part-time basis coordinating 
these functions.  He can be reached at Michael@northcreekpres.org.  

• FACILITIES: For the time being, the facility is being managed by the Facilities & Grounds Ministry Team.  
Contact Dan Clark. 

 

Hiring Process 
(in partnership with the Personnel Team) 
• Administration positions: Session-appointed Admin Task Force (elders LeAnn Venn, Kim Voetberg, Callie 

Carmean, and Karen Butler) 
• Facility position: Facility & Grounds Team (Dan Clark, elder/chair) 

Welcome, Jon & Jay! 
Our church publications are currently being co-managed by two talented new volunteers, Jon Hill and Jay 
Pedersen.  For submissions to the weekly bulletin, Connections email, Current newsletter, and website, 
contact them at office@northcreekpres.org (send to “Jon & Jay” or “Jay & Jon”). 
 
Jon Hill (mostly Mondays & Wednesdays) 

Hey everyone! My name is Jon Hill, and I’m excited to be working with your church and 
community as a student intern! Right now, I’m a senior at Northwest University working 
towards a degree in Communications. Some of my hobbies include movies, music, and Mac & 
Cheese. I was originally born in Washington but have lived most of my memorable life in 
Southern California. Eventually it got a little too hot for me, so I came back and now I’m here! I 
look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in the upcoming months (Feb—April), and 
appreciate the chance to serve the community! 

 
Jay Pedersen (mostly Tuesdays & Thursdays) 
Hello everyone, my name is Jay Pedersen and I'll be filling in the office to help with the 
publications for NCPC. I am in my final courses at WGU for Business Management. I look 
forward to helping the church keep its members informed.  [editor’s note: You might recognize 
Jay’s last name.  Yes, he is the son of Neil Pedersen & Jill Johnson] 



 

 

Session Notes 6 

APNC Report 
Our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is grateful and excited.  We are so grateful for the 
faithful prayers of our Congregation, and we are excited that God is answering those prayers because we can 
see his faithfulness as each step of our process moves along.  Thank You! 

As a quick review and reminder.  When our new Associate Pastor is hired, they will be leading our Youth 
Program and facilitating our Children’s ministries.  They will also be supporting Pastor Kurt through 
occasional preaching and congregational care.  Our NCPC Session has prayerfully defined this job description 
with multigenerational ministry as a priority.  What a blessing it will be to have this leadership amongst us!  

Our APNC is in the early stages of reviewing Personal Information Forms (PIF’s) submitted by potential 
Candidates.  We are excited to say that at this stage, we are encountering some very encouraging 
Candidates.  The next step for these encouraging Candidates is to respond in writing to some deeper 
questions that our APNC created.  We are excited to go a little deeper with some Candidates as we receive 
and read their responses.  Please continue to pray for both  our Committee and our future Associate Pastor, 
as we prayerfully listen for and discern God’s calling on the individual that He has chosen to serve our NCPC 
Family.   

One of the most fun things Session members get to do is to meet with a New Members’ class to hear their sto-
ries and receive them into membership at North Creek Presbyterian Church. At our February session meeting, 
we had the opportunity to do just that. What a fun celebration we had, after such a long time of not having 
new members’ classes during the pandemic. We are thrilled to welcome 7 new members to our congregation, 
and look forward to worshipping, serving, and caring, right alongside each other. You have likely met some, if 
not all, of these new members, as they were presented in worship on Sunday, February 27th. Welcome, each 
of you! We are so thankful you are part of our church family. 
 
Other items we worked through at our February meeting were less exciting, but important nevertheless. We 
handled routine business, discussed budget items that present new challenges, staffing updates, and heard re-
ports from many areas of ministry and task force teams. Your Church Officer Nominating Committee is up and 
running, and the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee is going strong with regular, faithful work in finding 
our next Associate Pastor. Their continued progress is a great reminder that God is working within and through 
our congregation members. We also heard an exciting report about our new Older Adult Ministry event that 
occurred in February, and more plans for future events and ministry. 
 
While this month has brought exciting beginnings and re-starts, Session encourages you to continue to pray for 
our congregation, community, and ministries. We want to pay special attention to the children’s and youth 
ministries, continued prayer for the APNC, and for God to continue to lead us forward. 
 
Thankful to serve,  

Karen Butler, Clerk of Session 



 

 

4 Family & Children’s Ministry 7 
Sun

Sunday Mornings During Lent 

YOUR TIME TO SHINE! 
Picture Your Family doing the Sunday Children’s Message 
“The Cross and Me” is the theme of our Sunday morning Children’s Messages during Lent.  
Following up on last year’s fun, families will be given the opportunity to record a video of a 
Children’s Message in their home or deliver it live at church, using a pre-written script.   
 

Sign up with this doodle poll link: https://doodle.com/poll/xxedcazwt5wviv88?
utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link 

Family Devotional Guide for Lent – 
Available in the Church Office 
The Cross and Me: Daily Devotions for Lent 
True-to-life situational stories and scriptural reflections will 
help us grow in our appreciation of the cross of Jesus.  Daily 
Lenten lessons from Jesus’ parables and sermons are given 
modern day treatment through scenarios that children 
encounter each day.  Get the whole family involved in 
reflection and prayer through a gift of this inspiring 
devotional that children can read alone or with a parent day 
by day through Lent. 

 
The Cross and Me Mobile Project 
Perfect as a centerpiece above the family table or hanging in the family room or 
bedroom, this mobile grows throughout Lent as we pray through the days until 

Each year during Lent, we invite children and their families to collect coins for an 
offering using cardboard “fish banks” in support of the nation-wide program called 
One Great Hour of Sharing.  It’s all for people in need! 
Pick up your fish bank at church (Sunday AM or church office) 
Color your fish bank, assemble it, and start giving!   

Sunday Mornings During Lent 

Family Devotional Guide for Lent – Available in the Church Office 

Fish Banks for the “One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering 

https://doodle.com/poll/xxedcazwt5wviv88?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
https://doodle.com/poll/xxedcazwt5wviv88?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link


 

 

Older Adults 8 

Fellowship 

Older Adult Ministry 

Did you attend the first event?  The Older Adult Ministry team invites 
you to another informal time of visiting and fellowship in the Fireside 
Room on March 9th, 1:00 to 2:30pm.  Come see your friends, visit, 
play table games and enjoy fellowship together.  This is a drop-in event, 
come and go as you please.  There will be no agenda or program….just 
visiting together.  Bring a game or two!  Please bring your own 
beverage for yourself (optional).  A light snack, individually wrapped, 
will be provided.  We will observe the mask mandate and “slip ’n sip” with your mask on if you choose to 
eat or drink while we are together. Hope to see you there!  No need to sign up…just come and visit! For 
more information contact Kathy Hulet, Elder at 253-376-3035. 

Introducing New Members 
 
This month something happened that 
has not occurred at North Creek for 
two years. We had a New Member 
class directed by Pastor Kurt Helmcke 
and coordinated by Julie Chittenden 
and Elder LeAnn Venn on two Saturday 
mornings, February 5 & 12.  As a 
result, seven people met with the 
Session Tuesday evening February 22 for a dessert reception and faith-sharing.  Sunday, February 27th, the 
seven members were presented to the congregation. We wish all of them a warm welcome to North Creek! 
Be sure to meet each and every one of them to get to know them and help them to know us better.  Joining 
our church are: 
 
• Stephanie Armes, a professor at SPU and a marriage and family counselor, is the wife of Brian Armes our 

Music Director, and the mother of Isabelle. You will see Stephanie singing with the choir and music team. 
• Jerry and Marie Justice have been attending North Creek for a couple of years. They attend the 9:00 adult 

education classes. Their grandson attended youth group and they are active with him and his family. You 
will see them greeting you at the door Sunday mornings. 

• Obed Kabanda and Louise Kabugho have been attending North Creek for several months. They are the 
parents of four children, Elton, Lynn, Leah, and Ruth. Obed works for Global Fund for Women. You will 
see Obed in the choir. Louise is known for her hospitality. 

• Sharon Lehr has attended North Creek for several months. She helped the decorating team at Christmas.  
• Cindy Mwangi is relatively new to North Creek. We are grateful for her heart of worship, and we hope to 

know her better in the coming months. 



 

 

Mission 9 
Good News Ministry to 

Kazakhstan 
What happens if we, as God’s children, 
abide in love, as HIS Church? In Ephesians, 
Paul tells us to work together as the body 
of Jesus Christ toward “administration of 
God's grace” while teaching new converts 
the “unfathomable riches of Christ.”  

NCPC outreach in Kazakhstan does just 
this. Part of your tithe supports 3 Sister 
Churches in Kazakhstan on your behalf. 2 
of the 3 Ministries would not exist without 
NCPC.  

Below are portions of the letter from Pas-
tor Sergey with the Baptist Church he 
planted 20 years ago. He thanks NCPC and 
expresses gratitude to the “Lord Jesus 
Christ and to you, His children! Thank you 
Jesus and all of you for the prayers and for 
your gift of material support to our Minis-
try in Kazakhstan! Your generous gift will 
be used to continue the repair of the 
House of Prayer, help sustain our Wom-
en’s Bible Study, and deliver Good News 
packages to those in need. You also sup-
port our car repairs to preach to those liv-
ing in remote areas.” 

Thank you, NCPC, for your heart and gen-
erosity for ministry to those in need all 
over our globe. Pictured above is Baptist Church meeting, Feb-

ruary 2022,  Kazakhstan  



 

 

In Other News 10 
Pray for our Nominating Committee 

At the January 30th annual meeting, the 

congregation elected a Nominating Committee 

who will be discerning who God may be calling 

to serve as new elders and deacons.  Please be 

in prayer for them, and do prayerfully consider 

the call if they reach out to you.  Here are the 

members of the team: Joe Bohnen, Robin 

Chaloupka, Kathy Hulet, Jack Oakley, & Mary 

Oakley. 

Church Work Party 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 2, for 

our first church work party of the spring 

season.  Come anytime from 8:00am-

2:00pm.  Bring your outdoor tools and join 

your fellow church members in beautifying our 

grounds and glorifying the Lord!  
 

Small Groups are Forming 

Participation Requirements:  NONE!  

Just an opportunity to share faith / life 

together. Our Mission Statement: Nurturing 

opportunities to grow closer to Christ along 

with others in Small Groups.  For more 

information, call Joan Eble 425-787-2489. 

 

The Case for Easter 

Join us for The case for Easter starting on 

March 20th. The Case for Easter is written in a 

journalistic style which probes the core issues 

of the resurrection.  Lee Strobel retraces the 

startling findings that led him from atheism to 

belief.  

Join us at 9 am on Sundays in the fireside 

room, or on zoom at Meeting ID: 873 7313 

1425. Passcode 550918.  Before the first 

session, study book will be available without 

charge, and discussion questions will be sent 

in an email. 

Teens playing Foosball at  Youth Group 


