
 

 

In This Issue Our Mission 
Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in you," 
the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out God's 
mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with Jesus, and 
encouraging our community to find meaning and purpose in this 
same Christ-connection. 
 
We desire to see 
• followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital 

worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship. 
• the body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community 
• the world around us connected to God's extravagant love 

through the good news we share and the compassion we show. 
 
Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3 
“Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who 
meditates on his law day and night.  They are like trees planted by 
streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their 
leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.”  
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Pastor’s Pen 2 
 
New Growth for a Firmly Rooted Church 
 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”  Isaiah 43:19 
 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.  Hebrews 13:8 

 
In our society, it’s easy to fall into thinking that new ventures and old ways are mutually 
exclusive.  If you’re for one, you must be against the other.  And yet the image from God’s 
creation of a firmly rooted tree producing new shoots that bear fresh fruit invites us to 
consider that old and new may belong together in a well-balanced life.  As the scriptures 
above remind us, the church’s one foundation – for all times and places – is Jesus Christ 
her Lord, yet our Lord is regularly bringing forth new expressions of God’s reign. 
 
As another school year ends, we take a moment to consider what next year will bring.  Do you recall the excitement 
of your elementary school years when you discovered who your teacher would be in the fall in that very grown-up 
grade you were about to enter?  Or recall what it felt like when you anticipated the leap from the Junior High ranks 
into the big-time world of High School?  A new school year brings new opportunities along with excitement, albeit 
accompanied by a few worries about how different things might be. 
 
For NCPC, next school year will be dedicated to a full-scale mission study that will involve each one of us.  After a year 
of focusing on establishing church health, next year we look forward to collaborating in the discovery of God’s vision 
for our church and the formation of a strategic plan that will guide our congregation’s mission for years to come.  The 
2022-2023 school year will be a momentous one for all of us at NCPC, enjoyed to the fullest and remembered for 
years to come! 
 
The three seasons of the school year – Fall, Winter, & Spring – will bring their own distinctive focus, each phase 
building upon that which came before: 
 

Fall 2022 – Connect to Strong Roots.  We’ll study the five essential activities of the church: worship/prayer, 
caring/community, discipleship/formation, service/mission, & witness/inviting.  We’ll explore our legacy in 
each of these areas through “appreciative inquiry” to discover what we treasure from our past that we want 
to make sure to carry with us into the future. 

Winter 2023 – Consider Conditions & Climate.  We’ll study our community to see how it may have changed in 
recent years, as well as wider trends in our culture impacting congregations like ours.  We’ll explore change-
responsive adaptations to our ministry plan so that our mission will not only survive amid change but thrive 
under new conditions. 

Spring 2023 – Form Fresh Vision.  This is where old and new come together into a freshly bloomed plan for 
faithful ministry into the future, as we follow our Lord’s lead. 

 
Enjoy your summer vacation and look forward to a fantastic fall season! 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 

Pastor Kurt 



 

 

June marks the end of the programming year for our music ministries.  A great amount of thanks and gratitude 
goes out to all our volunteers who have contributed to supporting our worship music, special services, and concert 
programs. 
 
While the North Creek Choir will be on summer hiatus starting June 19, North Creek’s worship will continue to 
need music leaders over the summer months: song leaders, soloists, small vocal ensembles, and instrumentalists.   
 
We have started expanding our worship band this spring and look to grow with even more musicians over the 
summer.   
 
Sharing your musical gifts is a life-giving way to serve our Lord and our worshiping community, as well as a way to 
experience a unique fellowship with other artists and musicians in our church family.   
 
Have you been hearing a call to share your musical gifts with the congregation?  Are you interested in serving the 
church through singing or playing a musical instrument? We would love to explore this with you!  All ages, skill 
levels, and instruments are welcome.   
 
If you are interested, please contact Brian Armes, Worship and Music Director, at 
 brian@northcreekpres.org. 

Sermons & Worship 3 

June 5th  
If God is For Us 
Romans 8:28-39  
 
 

June 12th  
Worthy Is The Lamb 
Revelation 5:1-14  
*Join us as we celebrate our 
graduating seniors! 

June 19 
Amen 
Psalm 106:48, Deut. 27:9-26 
Rev. 14 & 7:11; 2 Cor. 1:20 

Triumph of Life in the Rising of Jesus Christ  
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
—1 Corinthians 15:57  

 

 Worship:

Sermon Series:

Our summer sermon series will feature a counting down of our collective 
 Top 10 Bible verses.   

On Sunday, June 12, visit the Fellowship Hall to participate in an activity that will 
reveal the collective impact of our Top Ten verses! 

 
Stay tuned to find out which verse is featured every Sunday starting June 26th 

through September 4th.  

mailto:brian@northcreekpres.org


 

 

Staff Updates 4 

Staff Coverage: 
• OFFICE: Kcristell and our faithful volunteers are in the office from 10 am to 1 pm Monday—Thursday. The office is closed 

on Friday. For general inquiries, call them at 425-743-2386 or email church@northcreekpres.org.   
• PUBLICATIONS: All church publications are managed by Kcristell; for all publication submissions, email her 

at office@northcreekpres.org.   
• BOOKKEEPING: Kris Green is our remote bookkeeper; for any inquiries, please email: finance@northcreekpres.org. She 

works on our portfolio during afternoons, M-Th, and takes Friday off. 
• IT & CHURCH CALENDAR: Kcristell coordinates the church calendar and can assist with general IT needs. For IT support or 

calendar and facility reservations, call 425-743-2386 or email church@northcreekpres.org.   
• FACILITIES: For the time being, the facility is managed by the Facilities & Grounds Ministry Team. Contact Dan Clark. 
• SUMMER BIBLE CAMP: Meagan Giboney, our summer student Intern is coordinating this year’s summer bible camp, for 

general inquiries, email: office@northcreekpres.org 

We’re Hiring! 
We have one full-time position open, and applications are being accepted. Consider if God 
might be calling you to apply, and spread the word to others you think might be good 
candidates. 

• Facility Maintenance Coordinator – This person coordinates activities and tasks related 
to maintaining our facility and keeping it in clean, secure, working order. 
 

For more information, see our website’s Employment Page.  

Hi North Creek Presbyterian Church, my name is Kcristell Peña. I am very excited to be on staff 
as the Administrative Manager. I have been on staff for a few weeks now, and I have had the 
best time working with Pastor Kurt, Brian, the wonderful volunteers, and our student interns. I 
have had the opportunity to meet so many of you, and I must say, I have felt so welcome by this 
beautiful congregation. 
 
I grew up in a Christian home and re-dedicated my life to Jesus at 18 after encountering his res-
toration and love after a life-altering loss. Through the love and support of a church community, 
I found hope again, and that is why I accepted this role at NCPC; I look forward to working with 
the church leadership and volunteers in doing the Lord’s work in this community! 

 
During my interview process, I met with some members of the Session of Elders and Pastor Kurt. Their love for the church and 
commitment to the mission is why I wanted to be part of the team. All my professional experience has been in administrative-
type work. My previous role was as a Payroll Specialist, and I worked on all things Employee Benefits. Before that, I did sales 
support, employee leadership, training, and social media management. I am excited to bring that experience to NCPC and col-
laborate with Pastor Kurt, the Elders, and the Volunteers carrying out the administrative needs. 
 
I graduated from Northwest University in 2018, and one day, I hope to pursue a master’s degree in school counseling. Rony 
and I have the honor of serving in our local church and enjoy breaking bread with friends and family! We have two dogs: Bru-
no (2-year-old Golden Retriever) and Olivia (1-year-old Golden Doodle). My favorite restaurant is La Cabaña in Seattle, where 
we get a bite of the homemade food that we both grew up eating! My family emigrated to Washington from Honduras, and 
Ron's family from Nicaragua. 
 
In honor of, The Greatest Hits series, I would like to share my favorite scripture. I love the entire chapter of Ephesians 3, but if I 
had to pick my favorite verses, I would say: verses 9-20. 
 
Your sister in Christ, 

Kcristell Peña. 

https://northcreekpres.org/about/employment


 

 

Session News 5 
The year is speeding along, and already we are almost at the time to say goodbye 

to some elders finishing their terms, and hello to new officers.  At our May Session 

meeting, we talked a lot about our ministry teams, church officer nomination 

process, and church leadership.   

You’ve probably heard that there will be a congregational meeting on June 5th, 

partly for the purpose of electing church officers for the coming term, and partly 

to discuss and decide on possible changes to our bylaws related to church officers.  

Be on the lookout for more information on this prior to the June 5th meeting, but 

also put the meeting on your calendars for June 5th, following worship.   

Later in June, church officers will be installed and/or ordained (depending on their 

prior ordination status), and then will start those positions on July 1st.  This is 

always a great time of welcoming new officers, but also bittersweet in that we will 

have to say goodbye for now to officers whose term has ended.  For session, this 

includes Joe Bohnen, Leslie Kastelle, Joe Upton, and Kim Voetberg.  Each has 

made a difference in specific ministry areas, but has also played a vital role in the 

work of Session each month of their terms.  We thank them and wish them some 

well-earned rest. 

We also focused on ministry teams during our May meeting, identifying each 

team, their leadership, their members, and specific needs at this time.  Our 

purpose in focusing on ministry teams right now is to fill out the teams needing 

more members or leaders, and provide training where needed, so that we can go 

into the next year of mission study in strong partnership, where we come 

together to appreciate where we’ve been and envision where we want to go as a 

congregation.  This will be an exciting time of ministry for our church, and it will 

be great to work together toward this goal. 

Thankful to serve, 

Karen Butler, 
Clerk of Session 



 

 

4 Family & Children’s Ministry 6 
Sun day  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcing our 2022 

Summer Bible Camp 
July 11-15, 2022 

 

This year we will be back IN-PERSON! (with a remote option) 
 

Let's cook up some fun at this year's Food Truck themed Summer Bible Camp!  
 

Get ready to grow your faith with God as we dive into the gift God gave us, FOOD! “Give us 
this day our daily bread.” Matthew 6:11. Summer Bible Camp starts July 11th and ends July 

15th. Registration is open now! 
 
 

We invite students entering Kindergarten in Fall of 2022 to students entering 5th grade in 
Fall of 2022. 

 
Families – The registration opened May 1st, if you have not already registered your children, 

please do so soon!  Registration is now $15.00 a per student.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Meagan at Office@northcreekpres.org 

 
 



 

 

4 Local Mission 7 
Register Now for “Poverty 101”! 
 
The church is offering a free class called ‘Poverty 101” in 
conjunction with the Everett Gospel Mission.  The class will be 
held at the church on Saturday, June 25, 2022 from 9:00 to 2:30.  
Lunch is included!   
 
Poverty 101 is an interactive series of exercises and learning 
experiences that helps our community better understand the 
unique challenges of long-term poverty and to assist individuals 
to better understand her/his own thinking about poverty and those experiencing poverty. It is 
designed to provide tools that will help each of us and our organization find the best way to engage 
with and come alongside people who are affected by poverty. 
 
In completing Poverty 101 you will: 
• Increase your self-awareness of life history and how that impacts your understanding of those 

experiencing poverty. 
• Explore differences of socio-economic cultures. 
• Understand different kinds of poverty – generational poverty, working class poverty, situational 

poverty, immigrant poverty, and depression era poverty - and how each kind of poverty 
differently impacts one’s views of self, God, and the world around us. 

• Learn about communication/perception differences and how they impact healthy interactions 
with those experiencing poverty. 

• Consider how systems might create barriers to change. 
• Learn how your church or organization/agency and you can be more effective in ministry to 

those affected by poverty and homelessness. It is relational not transactional. 
• Learn the difference between effective charity and toxic charity. 
• Discover how ministry/service to those affected by poverty homelessness can increase your 

church/agency's outreach and your appeal to your community while strengthening your church/
agency's family. 

• Understand that we all share a “marred identity”, that is, from original sin and personal sin, and 
how understanding this allows us to humbly walk together, assisting each other in our life’s 
journey and walk with God.  

 
This will be a great opportunity for our congregation to come together around how to be a good 
neighbor to those who are experiencing poverty in our community.  If you are able to attend, 
please register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/egm-poverty-101-at-north-creek-presbyterian-
church-tickets-262279453907?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  Questions?  Please contact Jill Johnson at 
jilljohnson12@comcast.net. 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/egm-poverty-101-at-north-creek-presbyterian-church-tickets-262279453907?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/egm-poverty-101-at-north-creek-presbyterian-church-tickets-262279453907?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


 

 

Prayer Ministry & Other News 9 

 

There is a magnificent 1 1/2 acre behind Canterbury Cathedral that includes woods with many rare and historic trees, 
orchards, herb and vegetable gardens, profusions of bulbs and flowering bushes, greenhouses, and a meadow. It is home 
for cats, rabbits, pigs, tortoises, chickens, turkeys, pheasants, frogs, fish, and more, all healthy and many named. The trees 
are full of singing birds including friendly robins who sit by the Dean of Canterbury as he leads morning prayers on YouTube. 
It’s a picture of the Garden of Eden, illustrating “Shalom”.  
 
But prior to the Dean’s appointment 21 years ago, a drought and lack of running water left it parched and barren of healthy 
plants and birds and other wild animals. Friends of the Dean tapped and channeled a spring for running water and created 
two ponds. With that and thoughtful gardening everything changed and it became the haven it is today.  
 
As the Dean pointed out, in scripture our souls are likened to a garden that needs the living water of the Holly Spirit for us 
to be truly alive and fruitful, able to shelter others within our love. And the careful and patient, persistent gardening of our 
souls. Think of that garden as we try to learn the disciplines that allow the Holy Spirit free reign in our lives! A primary 
discipline (and joy!) is meeting with God in prayer and soaking in His love each day.  

-Kate Gibbs 

Support Life Baby Bottle Campaign Continues Until Father’s Day 
 
The Baby Bottle campaign has been under way since Mother’s Day and will continue until Father’s Day, June 19th. It was 
wonderful to hear the Director of Development of Pregnancy Resource Center, Andrew Woodyard, share about the growth 
in programs and resources at the Center. PRC is doing so much for women and families in our communities take care of the 
needs of expecting mothers. Thank you for the money we’ve received so far and for your gifts of diapers, clothing and other 
items to the Baby Bassinette, located outside the library doors.   
    
 The simple task of changing a diaper is an act of love and kindness to a baby. What you can give to PRC helps lighten the 
load of a struggling new parent. You help change lives, for babies, for moms. What a difference a few dollars and change 
can make.  
 
News From the Facilities Team 
Nothing is so rare as a day in June (June 11th, 9 AM-Noon) when you can join our Facilities Team and Scouting organizations 
to do our summer gardening in the fountain garden, the general landscaping, and help maintain our parking lot. Bring your 
gloves, sun protection, and wheelbarrow (if you have one). For more information contact Chuck Popick at 425-481-0363 
 
Small Groups are Forming! 
Small groups provide an opportunity to share faith & life together.  
Our  Small Group Ministry Vision Statement: is “Nurturing opportunities to grow closer to Christ along with others in Small 
Groups.” To sign up or for more information, call Joan Eble 425-787-2489. 
 
The Older Adult Ministry Team (Wise Guys) invites you to another informal time of visiting and fellowship in the Fireside 
Room on June 8th, 1:00 to 2:30 pm. Come and visit with your friends, play table games, and fellowship together. It is a drop
-in event, come and go as you please. For those interested, we will be offering some optional short instructional classes on 
various topics such as how to take photos with your smartphone, how to prepare for emergencies such as natural disasters, 
and information on some mental health topics.  For more information, contact Kathy Hulet, Elder 253-376-3035.  
 
Dates for the next OAM events, all in the Fireside Room, 1-2pm 
 July 13 
 August 10 



 

 

Global Mission 8 

“My Word …shall not return unto me void” Isaiah 55:11 
 

The Good News to Kazakhstan Ministry continues to work on your behalf as the year 

progresses. This is done to provide people abroad with Scriptures and necessary help. 

Every Good News package distributed to our brothers and sisters in Christ in 

Kazakhstan is done so through your donation.  
 

Please pray for continued access to kids, single parents and the home-bound in remote 

areas of Kazakhstan. Most importantly, pray for those who need Jesus Christ.  
 

In these pictures, you can see the difference you made in the lives of these people. This 

single father who raises two kids on his own wants you to know that no-one is 

supporting him except for his own work and you, NCPC! He works hard, yet there aren’t 

many jobs in the area, so your help is vital to the lives of his small children attending the 

Baptist Church in Kazakhstan.  
 

The Good News packages (similar to Food Banks goods) are also distributed to the 

widows and those who are identified by the local Deacons as needing assistance. The 

women in the picture sent a video where they thank the Good News Ministry for “being 

there when we need it most.” They pray that the Good Lord Jesus blesses you in return, 

and grants you peace and blessings.” 
 

Thank you, NCPC, for your international outreach as we share God’s Word and lend a 

helping hand to those in need. The Good News Ministry is grateful!   


