
NCPC Staff
• KURT HELMCKE, PASTOR •  

 • KATE WEST, MEDIA SUPERVISOR •
• BRIAN ARMES, WORSHIP MUSIC COORDINATOR •
• TRINITY MOFFAT, ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER • 
• MICHAEL MALLANT,  FACILITIES COORDINATOR •

 • JOHNSON PHAM, CUSTODIAN • 

Our Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, January 30th,
immediately following the 10am
worship service in the sanctuary.  A
remote participation via Zoom will be
made available.  We will
commemorate the lives of the saints
who passed away during the previous
year, elect a Nominating Team, hear a
budget presentation from the session,
and approve the pastor’s terms of call.  
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The meeting is open to all congregants, with voting privileges reserved
for members.  
An important part of the annual meeting is reading the annual report, a
summary of ministry activities in the prior year.  The annual report will be
distributed in mid-January in digital form via email.  If you would like a
printed copy, please contact the church office.

http://northcreekpres.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/northcreekpres/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northcreek/
http://northcreekpres.org/home


The “word of the Lord” about the promised Messiah is spoken by the Hebrew prophets
Angel announcements interrupt the story to reveal God’s plan
After welcoming the newborn Savior in the manger, the shepherds “go tell it on the mountain”
A great symbol in the night sky – the star of Bethlehem – is interpreted & followed by the Magi

At the heart of the Christian faith – indeed, the very mission of the church – is communication. Think of the biblical Christmas
story we freshly remember at this time of year:

The message of Christ is meant to be broadcast boldly. More personally, we have a Savior who wants to speak His love and grace
to a world in need. It should come as no surprise that the arts of communication are front and center in God’s kingdom, and of
vital practical importance to the church.
For the past three years, our congregation has been blessed with a Communications Coordinator par excellence. Lexi Lawroski
started with us as a college student at Seattle University and continued to serve remotely from her new home in Michigan
following graduation. During this time, she kept our publications consistent, relevant, and visually appealing. As you well know,
during the depths of the COVID-19 pandemic Lexi helped keep us in contact with each other through challenging times. For this
and so much more, we are eternally grateful.
Lexi is sensing that this is the time to say farewell and move on from her staff duties at North Creek, effective January 1. One of
her final duties with us was to put together this edition of the Current, as she has done so faithfully month-after-month. Please
join me in expressing appreciation to Lexi for her faithful service and collaborative spirit. Cards mailed or delivered to the church
office will be forwarded to Lexi.
During the month of January, we’ll expedite a staff search for an on-site Office Assistant who will assume vitally important duties
of communication to assist us as we move forward in mission.
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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To my North Creek family, 
I am so incredibly grateful to have worked alongside you for the past 3 years. It has truly been a blessing to get to know
so many of you and to have shared in furthering North Creek’s mission. I often tell people that I found North Creek
exactly when I needed to and that North Creek found me exactly when they needed to, too. I am so thankful for all of the
relationships I’ve developed during my tenure here, and I am so pleased to depart from this role with a stronger faith, new
friendships, and experiences I could not have had elsewhere. We’ve been through so much together! Significant staff
turnover, pastoral changes, structural reorganizations, and a global pandemic… all while managing and supporting normal
church operations. I am so grateful to have been able to support the church’s needs throughout the pandemic despite my
distance, and feel honored to have been a part of so many church initiatives like the Tables of 8 project, Pie & Pledge
events, and more, both while on-site and remote. Without the contributions of my fellow staff members and faithful
church members like you, I would have not have been able to succeed in my role. I am so proud of the work I have done to
keep North Creek connected, and I hope that my passion for the work I do has shone through it. My time at North Creek
has made me a better individual, and I hope that my time at North Creek has made it a better church. I will miss working
with you all deeply and wish the best to all of North Creek. I look forward to where the Lord takes me next in life, and I
hope to still be able to include many of you in it. I will forever cherish my time at North Creek. 
Sincerely,
Lexi Lawroski
P.S. Don't be strangers! I would love to keep in touch. I'll always be a friend in the NCPC directory! :) 

Thank you, North Creek!
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Adult Education
Emotionally Healthy Relationships 
Plan to start the New Year at 9 a.m. on Sunday, January 9 in the Fellowship Hall as
we continue our spiritual journey with Emotionally Healthy Relationships. This
powerful journey will walk us through a door that will change forever the way we 
 love God, others, and ourselves.  This course has been developed over a 21-year
period to directly address core biblical principles to guide us into an life-changing
experience of discipleship. And since loving others and loving God cannot be
separated, each of us will also grow in our personal, first-hand relationship with
Jesus by incorporating stillness, silence, and Scripture as daily life rhythms. This is
Part 2 of the Emotionally Healthy Discipleship Course that also includes the
Emotionally Healthy Relationships video and the EHR Day by Day devotional.

New Member Class
Membership Class Returns
We are pleased to announce the return of our church membership class!  For two consecutive
Saturday mornings in February, join Pastor Kurt and our New Member Team as we explore the
meaning of membership and give an orientation to the congregation’s history and vision.  We’ll
also explore ways to get personally involved in God’s work here at NCPC!  All who are
interested in becoming a member of the church are invited to attend.  At the conclusion of the
class, those who wish to proceed to membership will attend a dessert with the session on
Tuesday, February 22, where they will be received into membership.  Questions? Contact
LeAnn Venn or Pastor Kurt.

Pastor Kurt Helmcke will be basing his sermons on this course, adding in Scripture and other
information that will take us into a deeper mode of relationship. 
SESSIONS INCLUDE:
1. Take Your Community Temperature Reading
2. Stop Mind Reading and Clarify Expectations
3. Genogram Your Family
4. Explore the Iceberg
5. Listen Incarnationally
6. Climb the Ladder of Integrity
7. Fight Cleanly
8. Develop a “Rule of Life” to Implement Emotionally Healthy Skills
The bundle pack includes:
·One copy of the Emotionally Healthy Relationships Workbook plus Streaming Video Updated
Edition
·One copy of the Emotionally Healthy Relationships Day by Day devotional
Here’s a preview of the video course, hosted by Geri & Pete Scazzero: https://youtu.be/FZ-
m_obuEtM. 
 

https://youtu.be/FZ-m_obuEtM
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Happy New Year! How did it get to be 2022 already? Building up to the start
of the new year, Session spent considerable time in November and December
developing the budget for 2022, based on our mission and vision statements,
goals we have set, and dreams we are developing. You heard during worship
on December 12th that we are thankful for your response to our stewardship
campaign and your commitment to North Creek. We are also thankful for our
virtual ministry and the people who have made that successful for us. 
In 2022, Session is also looking forward to these exciting things:

January Update
Session News

Expanding our mission to be a light to our community and local mission
Calling an Associate Pastor to join us in expanding our capacity for caregiving, family ministry, and
outreach
Re-starting New Member classes
More fellowship opportunities to re-establish relationships, make new ones, and welcome visitors
Continued acceleration of in-person, spirit-filled worship
Growth in our Youth and Children's ministries, as well as continuing nursery care for our babies
and toddlers
Continued growth of our Adult Education ministry and developing our new Older Adult Ministry
Renewing our vision: identifying fresh goals for spiritual growth and outreach together

When I think about our leadership planning for the future, I know we haven’t even touched the
surface of all that God will be doing in and through North Creek in 2022. I keep recalling Paul’s words
at the end of chapter 3 of his letter to the Ephesians, where he says “Now to him who is able to do
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!” Just
think – He is able to do “immeasurably more” than we can ask or even imagine! I’m counting on that,
as we look forward to the coming year with hopeful expectation and excitement for what He will do,
giving Him all the glory.
Karen Butler
Clerk of Session
 

In mid-December our Ministry Information Form (MIF) went live on the Church Leadership Connection
(CLC), which is an electronic national search tool used by the Presbyterian Church USA. Our MIF was
immediately matched with potential candidates, who we are in the process of communicating with to
see if they would like to be considered as active candidates. We also expect more matches to come our
way through a self-referral process. At the start of the year, we will begin the long process of
reviewing and narrowing down candidates. Our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is
deeply grateful for your prayers as we prayerfully listen for God’s direction in this process. We are
confident that God already knows the Individual that He will call to NCPC, and we want to be faithful
in following His lead.  

APNC Update
APNC
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Wednesdays at 6:30 PM, Youth Room
For January & February, Pastor Kurt joins the advisor team for a special mid-winter focus on
RELATIONSHIPS

Youth Group
Youth Ministry

Friends Forever
Feb 2 – Made to Belong
Feb 9 – Quality Friends
Feb 16 – Be Neighborly
Feb 23 – Spiritual Friends

Family Matters
Jan 5 – Adopted into God’s Family
Jan 12 – Our Beautiful Mess
Jan 19 – Honoring Parents
Jan 26 – Building Bonds

The WBS meets weekly on Tuesday Mornings from 10am-12
noon.   We just finished our Advent Study by Ann Graham Lotz
entitled “A Gift for the King”. We will begin meeting again on
January 11th in the new year. Using a Discovery Bible Study
format, we will focus on key passages from throughout the
Bible, applying them to our walk with Christ.
A typical meeting includes community prayer, praise singing
and a casual study format with group discussion.  Studies are
designed for all levels from beginning to advanced. 
Please feel free to join us any time either in-person or on-line
via Zoom.  The Meeting ID number every week is 837 5600
9837 (Passcode 2021).
For more information, please contact Linda Roundhill (206-
390-0701) or Liz Marshall (425-877-5075).

Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study
Ministries
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Renewal Ministries Northwest

End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through
prayer and reflective instrumental music. Through prayer and
reflection, we will turn our focus back to God, our one true source of
strength. This time will calm and restore your soul, leaving you
refreshed and encouraged.
If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website (link:
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/) and sign-up for email
reminders. If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening,
you can access our Compline services any time on our Facebook page.

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer

Ignatian 5-Month Guided Prayer Retreat Returns January 2022! 

This retreat introduces the Spiritual Exercises of Ignatius of Loyola (16th century). The Spiritual
Exercises are an invitation to renew and deepen our relationship with Jesus Christ through
prayer and meditation on Scripture. These prayer exercises are not merely an intellectual
endeavor, rather, they lead us into a deeper and authentic experience of God’s love. As we
engage regularly with God through these practices, we deepen our devotion and desire to
follow Jesus Christ and to faithfully listen to his voice through the Holy Spirit.
More information on the RMNW website.

Begins Saturday, January 15, 2022
$200 early bird registration has been

extended to Jan. 4 
$230 after Jan. 4

https://renewalminnw.org/#retreats
http://www.renewalminnw.org/#guided_retreat


Winter Sermon Series
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Relationship Revolution
Cultivating Quality Connections
Jan 9  Relationship Revolution

Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6

I f  in doubt,  show love – i t  matters more than
you think

Jan 16    The Lost  Art  of  Mind-Reading

Proverbs 18:2,10-17 & Matthew 7:1-5    

Unless you real ly  can read minds,  don’t  jump to
conclusions

Jan 23   Robots are for  Real         

Mark 3:13-21; 31-35 & Micah 7:1-7, 18-20            

Is  your family programming due for a divine
update?

Jan 30   Sub-Surface Sonar

Psalm 22:1-14 & Luke 12:1-3       
Listen wel l  within -  Be aware of deep emotions

Feb 6    Try on Some Shoes        

Proverbs 17:27–28 (James 1:19) & John 1:1-14   

Listen careful ly  to others – and put yourself  in
their  shoes 

Feb 13  Close the Circuit

Galatians 2:1-14

Gauge the integrity rat ing of  your inward values
and outward act ions

Feb 20  Gain from Pain 

Daniel 1:8-17 & Matthew 5:1-12
How everyone wins with c lean confl ict

Feb 27  Remain Rooted 

Proverbs 3:5-6 & Luke 14:25-35 
Invest deeply in the wisdom of God


