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In This Issue Our Mission 
 

Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in you," the 
people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out God's mission by 
connecting to a life-giving relationship with Jesus, and encouraging our 
community to find meaning and purpose in this same Christ-connection. 
 
We desire to see 
• followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital worship 

and a deep life of prayerful & missional discipleship. 
• the body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community 

• the world around us connected to God's extravagant love through the 
good news we share and the compassion we show. 

 
Theme Scripture—Psalm 1:3 
“Blessed is the one whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who 
meditates on his law day and night.  They are like trees planted by streams 
of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither. 
In all that they do, they prosper.”     

FEBRUARY 2022 

NCPC STAFF 
Kurt Helmcke, Lead Pastor      Brian Armes, Music & Worship Coordinator 

Kate West, Media Supervisor      Kris Green, Bookkeeper 
Michael Mallant, IT & Calendar Coordination 

Johnson Pham, Custodian      Kristi Wiant, Accompanist 



 

 

Pastor’s Pen 2 
It’s February, and that means it’s prime time for Black History, Punxsutawney Phil, the Super Bowl, 
President’s Day, and once every four years—this year included—the Winter Olympics.  But any list of 
February pastimes would be incomplete without mentioning the holiday that holds down the middle of the 
month.  Of course, we’re talking about St. Valentine’s Day, and its theme of love.  Today it’s primarily a 
celebration of romance, and a friendly reminder to the marriages in our midst to keep the fires of affection 
burning bright.  But the saintly roots of St. Valentine’s Day also speak of a more universal aspect of love, the 
self-giving concern for others spoken of in the New Testament with the Greek word “agape.”   
 
February is a great time to take stock of our love life—how we’re living out Christ’s command to love our 
neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31).  This winter at North Creek, we’re in the midst of a study of Emotional 
Healthy Relationships, which is all about love.  We’re exploring some of the mindsets that might keep us 
from “loving others deeply, from the heart” (1 Peter 1:22).  We’re learning how important it is to “speak the 
truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15) when we are angry, fearful, or anxious.  And knowing that we’re not perfect, 
just forgiven, we’re being reminded that “love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). 
 

In our families, friendships, and marriages… 
In our relationships with fellow church members… 
In times of agreement and disagreement... 
In easy situations and times of stress... 

 
It’s God’s love expressed in our patient & kind love for others that will make the difference.   
 
By God’s grace, let’s be a place where our “connection to a life-giving relationship with Jesus” results in His 
love flowing through us to one another in practical ways.  A few years before the original Valentine of Rome 
met martyrdom, the great church leader Tertullian (155 – 240 AD) reported that the pagan Romans would 
marvel when observing the relationships of Christians, exclaiming “See how they love one another!”  
 
May these words be said of us.  Again and again.  Amen. 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt 

Currently, we have a “Green Light” to lean into our existing mission statement: “Connecting to a Life-
Giving Relationship with Jesus.”  We’ll do this by  

• Nurturing Opportunities to Grow Closer to Christ along with Others (classes, small groups, Bible 
studies, Sunday School/SBC, youth group, etc.) 

• Inviting the Community to Connect with Christ through the Ministries of North Creek 
(Welcoming and invitational efforts from every aspect of our ministry line-up; especially including 
Fellowship, New Members, Worship) 

 
In our Strategic Ministry Plan, we’re in the middle of Year One—Healthy Recovery.  Our Emotionally 
Healthy Discipleship classes have been an important part of that effort.  I’ll be working with session to 
evaluate the health of our ministry systems, including staff management and officer training.  I’m also 
actively working toward a congregational workshop on our Misconduct Prevention Policy. 
 
To see the full summary of our current strategic ministry plan on our website, visit https://
northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission.  

...Strategically Speaking 

https://northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission
https://northcreekpres.org/about/our-mission


 

 

Admin Updates 3 
Staff Transition & Appreciative Farewells 
In the past month, we’ve said good-bye to three beloved staff members who served our church well during 
challenging times.  The church staff team, the Personnel Ministry Team, and the congregation each found 
ways to express appreciation to Lexi Lawroski (Office Assistant & Communications Coordinator), Trinity 
Moffat (Administrative Manager), Michael Mallant (Facility Manager). 
 
Current Coverage 
• OFFICE: The church office is currently being staffed by faithful volunteers from 10am-1pm Monday—

Thursday.  The office is closed on Friday.  For general inquiries, call them at 425-743-2386, or email 
church@northcreekpres.org.   

• PUBLICATIONS: Church publications are being managed by two new additions to our volunteer staff, Jon 
Hill and Jay Pedersen. They can be reached at office@northcreekpres.org.  See the introduction below. 

• BOOKKEEPING: Kris Green is our remote bookkeeper, and she can be reached at 
finance@northcreekpres.org.  She works on our portfolio during afternoons, M-Th, and takes Friday off. 

• IT & CHURCH CALENDAR: Michael Mallant is continuing to serve us on a part-time basis coordinating 
these functions.  He can be reached at Michael@northcreekpres.org.  

• FACILITIES: For the time being, the facility is being managed by the Facilities & Grounds Ministry Team.  
Contact Dan Clark. 

 
Hiring Process (in partnership with the Personnel Team) 
• Administration positions: Session-appointed Admin Task Force (elders LeAnn Venn, Kim Voetberg, Callie 

Carmean, and Karen Butler) 
• Facility position: Facility & Grounds Team (Dan Clark, elder/chair) 

Welcome, Jon & Jay! 
Our church publications are currently being co-managed by two talented new volunteers, Jon Hill and Jay 
Pedersen.  For submissions to the weekly bulletin, Connections email, Current newsletter, and website, 
contact them at office@northcreekpres.org (send to “Jon & Jay” or “Jay & Jon”). 
 
Jon Hill (mostly Mondays & Wednesdays) 

Hey everyone! My name is Jon Hill, and I’m excited to be working with your church and community as a 
student intern! Right now, I’m a senior at Northwest University working towards a degree in 
Communications. Some of my hobbies include movies, music, and Mac & Cheese. I was originally born in 
Washington but have lived most of my memorable life in Southern California. Eventually it got a little too 
hot for me, so I came back and now I’m here! I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in the 
upcoming months (Feb—April), and appreciate the chance to serve the community! 

 
Jay Pedersen (mostly Tuesdays & Thursdays) 

Hello everyone, my name is Jay Pedersen and I'll be filling in the office to help with the publications for 
NCPC. I am in my final courses at WGU for Business Management. I look forward to helping the church 
keep its members informed.  [editor’s note: You might recognize Jay’s last name.  Yes, he is the son of 
Neil Pedersen & Jill Johnson] 



 

 

Clerk’s Report 4 

APNC Report 

In mid-December our Ministry Information Form (MIF) went live on the Church Leadership 
Connection (CLC), which is an electronic national search tool used by the Presbyterian Church 
USA. Our MIF was immediately matched with potential candidates, who we are in the process 
of communicating with to see if they would like to be considered as active candidates. We 
also expect more matches to come our way through a self-referral process.  We are in the 
process of reviewing and narrowing down candidates.  

Our Associate Pastor Nominating Committee (APNC) is deeply grateful for your prayers as we 
prayerfully listen for God’s direction in this process. We are confident that God already knows 
the Individual that He will call to NCPC, and we want to be faithful in following His lead.   

Whew!  We made it.  As a congregation, we successfully made it through 2021, the pandemic, re-entry to in-
person worship, and navigating ongoing precautions for everyone’s health and safety.  As a session, we cer-
tainly appreciate everyone’s patience, faithfulness and desire for fellowship.  As the year ended and another 
began, Session worked hard to develop the 2022 budget which we presented at the annual meeting, and to 
plan and vision for our mission in the coming year.  We are hopeful and expectant that God will do great 
things in and through North Creek and its ministry. 
 
Who you gonna call?  As we mentioned at the annual meeting, Session members welcome your questions 
about our church and the ministries we, as a church, have committed to.  Here are the names of the session 
elders and their particular areas of leadership, if you want to contact them.  Each person’s email is shown on 
the church website: 
 
 

 

 

 

On a Personal Note:  I wish to convey my heartfelt appreciation and thanksgiving for so many of you who 

sent cards, emails and personal condolences to my family upon the deaths of my mother in November, and 

my Dad in December.  Our family has been so well loved by the North Creek community for over 20 years 

now, and this is just another example of how we know our home is here at North Creek.  Thank you, dear 

church community!      

         Karen Butler, Clerk of Session 

Joe Bohnen, Children’s Ministry 
Leslie Kastelle, Youth Ministry 
Joe Upton, Adult Discipleship 
Kathy Hulet, Older Adult Ministry 
Callie Carmean, Worship and Arts 
Steve Giboney, Congregational Care 

Dave Phippen, Mission 
LeAnn Venn, Welcoming 
Kim Voetberg, Personnel 
Dan Clark, Facility and Grounds 
Vic Chaloupka, Finance 
Karen Butler, Clerk of Session 



 

 

February Sermons 5 
February 6 
Proverbs 17:27–28; John 1:1-14  

Try on Some Shoes  
Listen carefully to others – and put 
yourself in their shoes 

 
February 13 
Galatians 2:1-14  

Close the Circuit 
Review the integrity of your values & 
actions 

 
February 20 
Daniel 1:8-17; Matthew 5:1-12  

Gain from Pain  
How everyone wins with clean conflict 

 
February 27 
Proverbs 3:5-6; Luke 14:25-35 

Remain Rooted  
Invest deeply in the wisdom of God 

Coming this Lent (March 6 –April 10) 

Convicted 
The Trial of All Centuries 
During the six weeks leading up to Easter, we’ll 
follow the trial of Jesus, and trace the heart 
convictions expressed by the characters we meet 
along the way.  Featuring dramatic first-person 
monologues from ... 

Mary of Bethany 
Caiaphas of Jerusalem 

Servant Girl of Jerusalem 
Pilate of Rome 

Soldier of Rome 
Salome of Jerusalem 

Mary of Magdala 



 

 

4 Family & Children’s Ministry 6 
2022 February Focus & Family Lent Event 

“Cross” Country Car-ride 

Photo Scavenger Hunt 
A month-long activity ending with a Zoom event on 
Saturday, February 26, 6:00-7:30 PM 
 
Our family Lent theme is “The Cross and Me.”  To get in-
to the spirit, we’re having a photo scavenger hunt for 
crosses that are displayed in our community.  Most of 
these are on church buildings, but who knows where we 
might spot one!  During the month of February at the time of your choosing,  each family is 
invited to go on a family driving tour around the community looking for publicly displayed 
crosses.  Whenever you find one, take a picture of the family or just the kids with the cross 
in the background.  Save your photos and get them ready to share when we gather for our 
Zoom Family Lent Event on Saturday, February 26 at 6:00 PM.  At this event we’ll share our 
cross photos and talk about why the cross is so important. 

Sign Up for Lent Children’s Messages 

Family-Produced Videos 
 
“The Cross and Me” is the theme of our Sunday 
morning Children’s Messages during Lent.  Following 
up on last year’s fun, families will be given the 
opportunity to record a video of a Children’s Message 
in their home or deliver it live at church, using a pre-
written script.  Special activity pages related to each 
week’s lesson will be made available to families to 
print out and enjoy at home.  If you’re interested, 
contact Pastor Kurt. 

Family Devotional  

Remember, Sunday School and Nursery are up-and-running! 



 

 

Youth Ministry 7 
Youth Group 
Wednesdays, 6:30—8:00 PM 
 
February 2  Made to Belong 
February 9  Quality Friends 
February 16 Loving Your Neighbor 
February 23 Spiritual Friendships 
 
Upcoming… 
 
March 2  Ash Wednesday 

Fellowship 

When you come to worship on February 6th or 13th, bring a Valentine from each person in 
your family.  Please write a note and sign it with your first and last name.  GIVE a Valentine in 
the bag when you check in.  RECEIVE a Valentine when you leave worship. Valentines may be 
homemade or bought. If you stream the service on YouTube and want to participate, mail your 
valentine to the office in care of LeAnn Venn. You will receive a Valentine in the mail. Below 
are some samples:  If you have questions please contact LeAnn Venn, lav351@gmail.com. 

   Share the Love with NCPC   

God Loves 
You 
From 

LeAnn Venn 

 
Dear Friend, 
Let us love one anoth-
er for Love comes 
from God  
1John 4:7a 

 
In Jesus Name,  

I Love You 
Mary Dill 



 

 

Mission 8 
Zoom Mission Seminar 

Real Estate and Homelessness:  
Connecting the Dots 

Tuesday, February 8 — 7:00 PM 

Our Good Neighbor Team has invited a representative from the Housing Department of 
Snohomish County to offer a presentation that will help us better understand the issue of 
homelessness.  This is a great way to let our neighbors know that we care about the issues 
in our community— Invite a neighbor to join you! 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89643788202?pwd=TEhmUStPYVhYdVl5Q0dDZVdtbGlFZz09  

 

Worship 
Mark your calendars for Ash Wednesday, March 2 
The season of Lent starts on the second day of March.  We’ll host a silent service of contemplation & com-
munion in the church sanctuary — drop-in any time between 6:00-8:00 pm.  The self-guided worship experi-
ence will conclude with the imposition of ashes. 

file:///C:/Users/KurtHelmcke/OneDrive - North Creek Presbyterian Church/Documents/2021 dec prof


 

 

In Other News 9 
Pray for our Nominating Committee 
At the January 30th annual meeting, the congregation elected 

a Nominating Committee who will be discerning who God may 

be calling to serve as new elders and deacons.  Please be in 

prayer for them, and do prayerfully consider the call if they 

reach out to you.  Here are the members of the team: Joe 

Bohnen, Robin Chaloupka, Kathy Hulet, Jack Oakley, & Mary 

Oakley. 

New Member Class 
February 5 & 12, 9-11am.  We are pleased to announce the 

return of our church membership class!  For two consecutive 

Saturday mornings in February, join Pastor Kurt and our New 

Member Team as we explore the meaning of membership and 

give an orientation to the congregation’s history and 

vision. We’ll also explore ways to get personally involved in 

God’s work here at NCPC! All who are interested in becoming 

a member of the church are invited to attend.  At the 

conclusion of the class, those who wish to proceed to 

membership will attend a dessert with the session on 

Tuesday, February 22, where they will be received into 

membership. Questions? Contact LeAnn Venn or Pastor Kurt. 

Register here: www.northcreekpres.org/ministries/new-

member-class 

Older Adult Ministry—First Event! 
The Older Adult Ministry team invites you to an informal time 

of visiting and fellowship in the Fireside Room on February 

9th, 1:00 to 2:30pm.  Come see your friends, visit, play table 

games and enjoy fellowship together.  This is a drop-in event, 

come and go as you please.  There will be no agenda or 

program….just visiting together.  Please bring your own 

beverage for yourself (optional) and a light snack, individually 

wrapped, will be provided.  We will observe the mask 

mandate and “slip ’n sip” with your mask on if you choose to 

eat or drink while we are together. Hope to see you there!  No 

need to sign up…just come and visit!  For more information 

contact Kathy Hulet, Elder at 253-376-3035. 

Women's Bible Study 
A typical meeting includes community prayer, praise singing 

and a casual study format with group discussion. Studies are 

designed for all levels from beginning to advanced. Please feel 

free to join us any time either in-person or online via Zoom. 

Tuesdays at 10am. 

Special Offering for Nepal Missionary 
The NCPC Deacons are calling for a special offering to support 

our missionary in Nepal, Christine S., who recently underwent 

back surgery and has asked the Deacons for financial support 

to help cover some of the unexpected costs ($4000) from her 

surgery and hospital stay. In faith, our NCPC Deacon Board 

has agreed to provide the requested funds. On Sunday, 

January 16th, in Worship, the Deacons presented the 

opportunity to our Congregation to respond to this need 

amongst us, and to make an offering that will help provide the 

needed funds to support Christine. If you would like to take 

part in this special offering, you can do so either in person 

during the Sunday Worship Offering or by mailing in a check 

made payable to NCPC, with “Christine S., Nepal” written in 

the memo line. Online gifts may be given from the Giving page 

of our website.  From the "Fund" drop-down menu, choose 

"Missions." From the "sub-fund" menu, choose "Christine S, 

Nepal." Thank you for prayerfully considering this need!   

 

Emotionally Healthy Relationships 
Join us for the second part of the Emotionally Healthy 

Discipleship course, focusing on developing mature and loving 

relationships.  Pastor Kurt's winter sermon series amplify the 

scriptural dimensions of this 8-week course.  Meet in-

person  on Sundays at 9 am  in the Fellowship Hall or on 

Mondays at 7pm via Zoom online Meeting ID: 873 7313 1425, 

Passcode 550918.  If you've not yet registered, bundles that 

include workbooks and Day By Day Devotionals are available 

for the first five to respond  ($20 for the bundle).  

http://www.northcreekpres.org/ministries/new-member-class
http://www.northcreekpres.org/ministries/new-member-class

