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“Nun danket alle Gott.” That’s the first line of a thanksgiving hymn written by German Lutheran pastor Martin
Rinkart in 1636. Rinkart composed it as a short prayer to be sung before family meals. The family meals in his
home were not exactly a picture of domestic tranquility. They often included refugees and those who had lost
loved ones in the violence and famine that accompanied the Thirty Years’ War, which regularly engulfed the
town in which he lived.
“Nun danket alle Gott.” Rinkart wrote the hymn in his native German language, and within a decade of
publication it became a favorite far and wide. But it wasn’t introduced to English-speaking congregations until
the mid-1800s, when a woman named Catherine Winkworth translated the hymn into English. Growing up,
Winkworth spent time living with relatives in Dresden, Germany. While there she learned the German language
and gained an interest in the hymns of the German Lutheran church. She ended up translating many hymn texts
in two published works. Through her efforts of translation, Rinkart’s hymn became a popular hymn in English
churches. And how did Winkworth translate the German title of Rinkart’s hymn?
“Now thank we all our God.” Here’s the rest of the first verse of this classic thanksgiving hymn:
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mothers' arms
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

As we consider the annual November theme of giving thanks, let’s be inspired by Martin Rinkart’s hymn, offered
to us in English by Catherine Winkworth. Let us all thank our God with heart and hands and voices.Offering our
hearts in prayerful devotion. Offering our hands in humble service. Offering our voices in songs of grateful
praise.
We rejoice in the wondrous things God has done, grateful for all the blessings that have touched our lives from
our youngest days. God’s gifts of love truly are countless. A few years ago, author Ann Voskamp started keeping
track, and when she got to one thousand, she paused to write a book about how this exercise changed her life…
and then she just kept on counting!
Expressing gratitude for all God’s blessings and gifts of love – even in the midst of challenging circumstances – is
as relevant today as it was nearly 400 years ago when Martin Rinkart sat down at the family dinner table and
first sang “Nun danket alle Gott.” 

Joyfully in Christ,
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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Our stewardship season started on a musical note with our
Virtual YouTube Concert featuring performances of hymns and
songs of praise. Swept up in song, we are reminded that the great
hymns of the church have an extraordinary capacity to take us to
the foot of the cross where we offer our deep devotion to our
Savior. When considering the question “What percentage of my
income is God calling me to give?” we pray “take my life and let it
be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.”
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2021 Stewardship Theme
Take My Life & Let It Be: Stewardship Swept Up in Song

November 7
STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
Sermon: We Offer Life’s Treasure 
Scripture Text: Selections from Leviticus 1 and 11 & Psalm 96
Our stewardship sermon series will begin Sunday, November 7.  We’ll explore the truth of God’s
Word on the topic of offering our sacrifices and praises to God, looking at the two worship books
of the Old Testament – Leviticus and Psalms.  An original song written for this occasion and a
giving testimony will remind us that financial giving to the Lord is one aspect of a life of
generosity responding to God’s abundant & gracious provision. 

November 14
PLEDGE SUNDAY
Sermon: We Offer Servant Hands
Scripture Text: Leviticus 19 & Psalm 135
FOLLOWING WORSHIP: Pie & Pledge, 11:30am – 1:00pm (see page 4 for detailed info) 
Our annual Pledge Sunday is November 14.  On that day you’re invited to bring your completed
Pledge Card (mailed the first week of November) to the church and offer it confidentially to the
Lord as an act of devotion.  Following worship, we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall for our annual
Pie & Pledge Event, a midday feast of pies savory and sweet celebrating God’s gracious provision.  
A drive-up option will also be available for those who have COVID-19 safety concerns.

November 21
WORSHIP CELEBRATION
Sermon: We Offer Loving Worship 
Scripture Text: Deuteronomy 6:4-9 & Psalm 100
We’ll finish our Stewardship season with a musical crescendo as we sing hymns of praise and hear
a sermon preached by our Music Director Brian Armes.

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Join us on Stewardship Sunday November 14th after worship
from 11:30 a.m.- 1 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for pie and ice
cream and a time of singing our thanks and praise to God for
all his goodness and love.  Or if you prefer and are
worshipping from home online, after worship you may drive
through the church parking lot and select and pick up your
choice of pie and drop off your stewardship pledge. 
 Whichever way, together we'll celebrate with gratitude and
thanksgiving God's continued provision and guidance for our
church and His people.

Pie & Praise November 14th 
2021 Stewardship

Music Ministry
It is hard to imagine Advent will be here before the month
ends.  In addition to our regular worship, the North Creek
Music Ministry is delighted to announce a two event
concert series to help the NCPC family and the
surrounding communities celebrate Christmas this year!  
On December 4, NCPC will open its doors to the
Northwest University Orchestra, hosting one of their
community concerts.  Under the direction of Naomi
Fanshier, the NU Orchestra will present a worship focused
Christmas Concert for the community.  
One week later, on December 11, the North Creek Choir
will present their Christmas Concert.  Featuring choral
music, a chamber orchestra, and guest violin soloist, Dr.
Christopher Hanson, Conductor of the Seattle Pacific
University Orchestra.  Both events are free and open to
the public with more details coming during November.  

Stewardship into Your Advent

As we, the NCPC family, consider the stewardship of our talents and time during this
Stewardship Month, the Music Ministry invites you to prayerfully consider callings you hear
toward serving NCPC through music. Adding your voice to the choir for the Christmas
Concert or Advent season is a great way to actively discern the call. Or, if you are
considering how to give more of your time to your church, both concert events will need
behind-the-scenes and day-of volunteers. Please contact Brian Armes, Worship and Music
Coordinator at brian@northcreekpres.org or fill out the information form on the website to
volunteer.
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Praise be to God, in September and early October, God led our
Associate Pastor Task Force and our Session to a slate of five
church members willing and called to serve as our Associate Pastor
Nominating Committee (APNC).  The congregation approved the
slate with thanksgiving at a Special Meeting on October 10, 2021. 
 Now the APNC gets to work first with training, then moving ahead
to solidify the job description into a Ministry Information Form
(MIF), to be approved by the Commission on Ministry and then
circulated nationally through the Presbyterian Church (USA)’s
Church Leadership Connection.  The APNC has a lot of work to be
done, both immediately, and then as matches come in, as they

November Update
Session News

review submissions from pastors seeking consideration for this position.  Our APNC will need to
be upheld in prayer as they discern God’s leading for who will serve as our next Associate Pastor. 
 The greatest help we can give our APNC is to keep them in prayer, asking the Holy Spirit to lead
them and sustain them in this important task.  
 The other main topic Session elders are working on right now is the annual budget development
and stewardship process.  Ministry teams are submitting their budget requests right now, and then
a team will prayerfully proceed to develop the 2022 budget.  You have likely already received a
letter in the mail about our Stewardship Campaign, following the theme “Take My Life and Let it
Be”.  Look forward to more information and events for this campaign.  And as always, we covet
your prayers both for the budget process as well as the Stewardship Campaign.  It is a pleasure to
be in ministry together.  
Blessings,
Karen Butler
Clerk of Session

Dear Friends,
North Creek Presbyterian Church is in the process of developing a new
ministry for older adults.  I am your elder on Session assigned to this new
ministry.  Recently I have been contacting members of our congregation
for input regarding the needs and desires for adults 65 and older in our
church.
Would you please share with me what you identify as ideas, needs and
desires that fellowship and programing for this age group might include?  
I welcome your ideas!  This is an informal needs assessment.  Please jot
down your ideas and let me know by phone, text, email, or letter. I look
forward to hearing from you!  My contact info is included to the right.
Grace and peace,
Kathy Hulet

Older Adult Ministry at NCPC

Kathy Hulet
404 228th St. SW E202

Bothell, WA
253-376-3035

kathy@kathyhulet.com



THE CURRENT PAGE 06

November 14th, Abby Johnson former director of Planned Parenthood, Pro-
Life Activist and Educator will be speaking at Westgate Chapel from 6-8pm. 
 Her life during her time at Planned Parenthood is the subject of the movie
UNPLANNED.  If you're interested in going, contact Forrest 425-478-4404 or
Mary Dill 425-280-3133 to coordinate transportation.  This event is free.  

Support Life Mission Action Team
Missions

Pregnancy Resource Center
Thank you for your continued donations to PRC.  Gifts of newborn size
diapers, wipes, onesies, formula are greatly appreciated. Thank you for your
prayers for these new babies' health and life with God.

Join many others on November 5-6 at Westgate
Chapel in Edmonds for Missions Fest Seattle 2021
as we explore the theme. "I Will Build My Church."
Prepare for challenges from speakers such as Nik
Ripken, author of The Insanity of God and The
Insanity of Obedience. Participate in up to 5 out of
almost 70 seminars, explore 65+ exhibits, and
experience ethnic worship groups. All this is FREE!

Missions Fest Seattle

Adult Education
During the past seven weeks, we have been renewed and inspired by the Emotionally Healthy
Spirituality classes that each week tied in with Pastor Kurt's excellent sermon series. Rejoicing in
renewed fellowship, we met at tables in the Fellowship Hall at 9 a.m. on Sunday mornings (or
alternately Monday evenings 7-8:30 on Zoom: 82352784514.) It's not too late to join the final class
on Nov. 7.  
As we continue to enjoy gathering in the Fellowship Hall, on Nov. 21 we will begin a five-week
Advent study The People of the Nativity.  Exploring the lives of the people in this familiar story, we
will learn more about the geneology of Jesus, as well as the characters of Joseph, Mary, the
shepherds, and the angels. Church leaders will teach each class, with small-group discussion
following. Free participant materials will be available before each session at a table in the
Fellowship Hall. Watch for more information in weekly NCPC Connections. 
Beginning the new year, we look forward to a second class series: Emotionally Healthy
Relationships, Jan. 9 - Feb.27 that again will tie in with Pastor Kurt's sermon series.  

Upcoming Programs



Jesus prays for us. So, what’s on Jesus’
heart? What does Jesus say to the Father
about us?
Jesus prayed often that God’s Kingdom
would come to earth as it is in heaven.
Jesus’ wants us to enjoy abundant life. He
set us free to live the LIFE of God that is
already in us by the Holy Spirit.  
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Fall Prayer Retreat
Renewal Ministries Northwest

End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through
prayer and reflective instrumental music. Through prayer and reflection,
we will turn our focus back to God, our one true source of strength.
This time will calm and restore your soul, leaving you refreshed and
encouraged.
If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website (link:
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/) and sign-up for email
reminders. If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening,
you can access our Compline services any time on our Facebook page.

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer

Join us for this newly revised prayer retreat. We encourage you to come and meet the One who gives
Life abundant. More information on the RMNW website.

Ignatian 5-Month Guided Prayer Retreat Returns January 2022! 

https://renewalminnw.org/#fall_retreat


Advent Sermon Series
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Advent Origins

November 28 – First  Sunday – The Candle of  HOPE

Jeremiah 33:14-16 & Luke 21:25-36
Signs  of  the Times:  The Coming Kingdom

Prequel to God’s Grand Finale

December 5 – Second Sunday – The Candle of  PEACE

Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6
Prepare the Way:  Enter  the Messenger

December 12 – Third Sunday – The Candle of  JOY

Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18
In  Your  Midst:  A Crescendo of  Expectat ion

December 19 – Fourth Sunday – The Candle of  LOVE

Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-45
Savior  at  the Source:  A Baby’s  Joyful  Leap

December 24 – Christmas Eve – The CHRIST Candle

Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-14
You Have Arr ived at  Your  Dest ination

December 26 – Christmas Sunday

Isaiah 52:7-10
Good News!  God Reigns!


