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It was a long process that led to the vote at our congregational
meeting on March 28 approving the Pastor Nominating
Committee’s recommended Terms of Call for Rev. Dr. Kurt
Helmcke to serve as the Installed Pastor for a designated term
of 3 years. This vote was followed by the approval of the
Northwest Coast Presbytery’s Commission on Ministry on April
5, and, finally, a vote by the Presbytery
delegates/commissioners on April 15 to establish the installed
pastoral relationship for a designated term, as Pastor, between
the Rev. Dr. Kurt Helmcke and North Creek Presbyterian
Church. With completion of this final step, we are most pleased
and honored to announce Dr. Kurt Helmcke as Pastor!

Great News for North Creek Presbyterian Church
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There’s nothing quite like good teamwork.  From family activities like
clearing the dinner table and cleaning the yard, all the way to the halls of
business and industry, cooperation is key to getting good work done
well.  We see it on the field of play when individual players humble their
egos and get behind a common goal, each person performing their role
and while respecting others’ contributions.
 
When things are clicking, teamwork is an art, a thing of beauty. 
 Regrettably, the opposite is true, too.
 
There’s nothing quite as bad for a team as discord and non-cooperation. 
 It causes low morale…no one wants to be there.  It stunts creativity.  It
curbs productivity.  It’s hard for a team to pursue its purpose without the
cooperation that comes with good teamwork.
 
This is what the Apostle Paul was addressing in his letter to the
Philippian church.  In chapter 2, he encourages the church to be unified
in spirit and purpose.  In the church, cooperation is key, not only to keep
spiritual morale at a high level but also to accomplish eternally-important
objectives.  The single most significant move we can make to cultivate
cooperation?  Imitate the humility of Jesus Christ, who became a servant
as he accomplished salvation.
 
Starting this month, I’m encouraging all North Creek’s teams – from
Session to Deacons to Ministry Teams to any gathering of servants
working together – to take a moment before serving to reflect on these
words of teamwork preparation individually and/or as a team.  [See side
bar]  This is a biblical description of how Jesus works in and among us,
bringing unity and moving us forward in ministry.  Let’s open our hearts
and minds to this message every time we participate with others in
ministry at NCPC.  Our Jesus-inspired servanthood will empower
cooperation and teamwork, and it will be a thing of beauty.
 
Joyfully in Christ,
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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Cooperation is the Key
SPIRITUAL PREPARATION

FOR MINISTRY
COOPERATION

Meditate on these words to prepare
your heart for service, individually

and/or as a team

PHILIPPIANS 2:1-5 (7-8, 13, 14-16)

If you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, 

• if any comfort from his
love, 
• if any common sharing in
the Spirit, 
• if any tenderness and
compassion, 

Then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, 

• having the same love, 
• being one in spirit and of
one mind. 

Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above
yourselves, 

• not looking to your own
interests 
• but each of you to the
interests of the others.

In your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset
as Christ Jesus, who took the
very nature of a servant and
humbled himself

• Remember it is God who
works in you to will and to act
in order to fulfill his good
purpose
• So do everything without
grumbling or arguing…Then
you will shine like stars in the
sky as you hold firmly to the
word of life
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REV. DR.  KURT HELMCKE 

To be Installed as
 Pastor (Designated Term) 

of North Creek Presbyterian Church
By the Northwest Coast Presbytery

 
Sunday, May 16, 2021

2:30 PM

North Creek Presbyterian Church Sanctuary

(in-person and remote livestream)
Reception to follow

SERVICE OF
INSTALLATION

RSVP for the in-person event here starting May 4

https://northcreekpres.org/worship/service-of-installation


National Day of Prayer 
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2. Pray For The Church In America To Love One Another
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35
Jesus is telling His disciples, His church, that the distinctive mark that sets us apart from everyone else is only
one thing: Love for one another. Pray that we turn from the unloving way we are treating one another and turn to
loving one another. If we are an unloving and divided church, we forfeit the right to call for global love and unity.
 

3. Pray For Families, Workplaces, Communities, And Cities In America To Love One Another
“Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God.” 1 John 4:7 
When we belong to Jesus, we belong to love; therefore, call upon God for the families, workplaces, communities,
and cities in America to know that love is always God’s way. Ask God that they to begin to choose love and a
future together transformed by the power of unconditional love.
 

4. Pray For All Ethnicities And People In America To Love One Another
“Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never ends.” 1 Corinthians 13:6-8
Since God’s love is built on God’s truth and we are made in the image of God, all humans are of one race;
therefore, loving one another is not optional because love never ends.
 

5. Pray We Will Love God And Each Other So Much That We Will Agree Clearly, Unite Visibly, And Pray
Extraordinarily For Love And Change In America
“Besides this, since you know the time, it is already the hour for you to wake up from sleep, because now our
salvation is nearer than when we first believed.” Romans 13:11
Knowing we are living in a significant moment in history, call the church in America to wake up spiritually, agree
clearly, unite visibly, and pray extraordinarily, so He may shape the future of America mightily just as He did in
history.
 

Pray for the Seven Centers of Influence, especially in our cities, counties, states, and country: government,
military, media, business, education, church, family.

NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER 

T H U R S D A Y ,  M A Y  6 ,  2 0 2 1

North Creek Presbyterian Church joins Christians across our
country to pray for our nation.
On Thursday, May 6th, set aside a block of time –5, 15, or 30
minutes– to pray through this prayer guide.
Share on the church Facebook group that you participated.

1. Pray For America To Love One Another
“Love one another. Just as I have loved you,” John 13:34
Jesus tells us to love one another just like He loves us. This 
includes every person in America as well as every person in the world. Jesus wants us to love every
person sacrificially, willfully, and unconditionally because this is the same way He loves us.



Faith Formation
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Join us on Zoom on Wednesday, April 28 at 7 PM, when Don Lichty and Karen Butler will lead
an 8-week Bible study on the first half of John’s gospel, based upon a video series by Gary
Burge, Professor of New Testament at Calvin Theological Seminary and an ordained
Presbyterian minister. The study will focus on the miracles of Jesus (which John calls “signs”)
and the Jewish institutions and festivals that form the context of these miracles. The series
will run through Wednesday, June 16. Please register on the church’s website here.

Exploring the Gospel of John

End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through prayer and reflective
instrumental music. Through prayer and reflection, we will turn our focus back to God, our one
true source of strength. This time will calm and restore your soul, leaving you refreshed and
encouraged.
If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website and sign-up for email reminders.
If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening, you can access our Compline
services any time on our Facebook page.

Spring Prayer Retreat  Via Zoom
Saturday, May 15, 2021, 9-11 a.m. (PST) | Cost: $20 | Register here!
Spring has come! We’ve turned the corner on Winter, but also on Covid! No
longer “housebound” we are ready for a fresh start. New beginnings are

Renewal Ministries Northwest

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer - Thursdays at 8 pm 

“Praying the Way of Jesus and Saint Paul”

within reach. We ask ourselves, “Going forward, what do I want my life to look like? What is a gentler less
demanding pace for my life? Might God be calling me to something new with more spaciousness and freedom – what
might that be?” 
Jesus and Saint Paul clung to God’s dreams for their lives. Time alone with God was their lifeline! Relationship
with God focused and fueled their lives. They have much to teach us about space for God. In that sacred
space, God prepared them for new beginnings. God will do the same for us. So, let us pray!
Join with others, as we step into Jesus’ and Paul’s life of prayer, to be inspired and mentored in the practice of
“holy listening.”

Replay - Time with Dr. John M. Perkins
We had the incredible opportunity to hear from and interact with Dr. John Perkins, author of
our Lent book One Blood, in a Zoom call. Dr. Perkins will shared his heart with us. God has
used Dr. Perkins in mighty ways in his 91 years serving as a Christian minister, civil rights
activist, Bible teacher, best-selling author, philosopher and community developer. There is
so much we can learn from him. Watch the replay and other resources here. 

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/together-time
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/
https://renewalminnw.org/retreats/
https://renewalminnw.org/retreats/
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/time-with-dr-john-m-perkins


Starting in May, musicians will return to NCPC’s in-person worship.
This includes the worship band and choir! This news is long-awaited
and exciting to share. Also exciting is the call for volunteer
musicians!
The NCPC Worship band rehearses Tuesday evenings. We are
always looking for singers and gifted musicians of any instrument to
add to the band’s rotation and offertory selections. See below for
contact information.
Choir rehearsals for the Spring “Propelled by Hope” season will re-
start April 28 and continue Wednesday evenings, 7:30PM-9PM,
through June. The choir will prepare music for the current “Propelled
by Hope” series as well as read potential music for the fall and
winter. This is a good opportunity to return to choir or try it out for

Blessings from the Covid-19 restrictions! Although in person NCPC Monday morning prayer meetings
have been suspended for almost a year, the result was a doubling of active church prayer warriors! In
December 2019, just before covid -19 hit, we averaged 6 to 7 participants at in person prayer in the
church fireside room. On April 5 2021 we had 14 active “Zoom“ prayer warriors spread over two
states. The décor behind our smiling faces shows warriors participate from senior living communities,
mobile homes, and other locations from which they could not commute to an in-person meeting. In
addition, by not “commuting” we saved gas for cars and lights/heating at the church. 
Our earthly leader in this ministry is Linda Carson found at carsonlinda60@gmail.com.
 If you want to be part of this outreach while remaining in the safety and comfort of your own home
just contact Linda Carson for a Zoom invite.
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Choir Returns!
Music Ministry

Prayer Team Update
Prayer Ministry

 a short term. State Covid guidelines will be followed at all rehearsals and in-worship singing,
including 6-foot distancing and 3-ply masking. 
If you are interested in either opportunity or want more information, contact Brian Armes, Worship
& Music Coordinator, at brian@northcreekpres.org.
Additionally, NCPC is back on Spotify! Playlists are posted Thursdays for the upcoming Sunday
worship service. While the playlist versions may not be the exact same interpretation of a song as
presented in worship, this tool provides a great resource for personal reflection or family devotions
as well as a significant way to gather as a worshiping community around our Sunday music. Search
for “northcreekpres” on Spotify. Listen here!

https://open.spotify.com/user/northcreekpres/playlists


Spring Sermon Series
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Propelled by Hope
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new
birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…”  - 1 Peter 1:3

May 2 -  Communion Sunday   

Ephesians 4:1-6

Rev.  Kimberly Crispeno:
In Light of  Al l  This

May 9 -  Mother 's  Day

Luke 24:36-49
Founded on Forgiveness

May 16

Acts 1:1-11
Spir ited Witness

May 23

Acts 2:22-41
Promises Fulf i l led

May 30

Acts 2:42-47
Community Matters

June 6 -  Pentecost & Youth Sunday -
Communion Sunday 

Acts 3:1-16
Redirecting Praise

June 13

Acts 4:1-20
Compelled with Courage

June 20 -  Father 's  Day

Acts 4:23-36
Bold Moves


