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In This IssueThe Prayer Team at North Creek Zooms as a group on Mondays at
10:00AM.  We pray, we listen, we wait, and we invite you to share your
joys and concerns with us and join us as we pray faithfully with you for
your needs.... 
 One member shares: 
"I have felt the burden of circumstances for our congregation, our
brothers and sisters, country and world.  I have found such a blessing in
joining The Prayer Team, where together, and In The Holy Spirit,  we
voice our concerns and have seen God at work". 
Let us pray with you, and watch God be glorified as he provides  Grace,
Comfort, Healing and Hope.  Always, keeping the faith in The Power of
Prayer. We have so much to be thankful for, so we Praise God for the
JOY  of our salvation; for The PEACE that comes with FAITH,  for GOD'S
PROMISES always kept and for JESUS who invites us to ask in HIS NAME
and for THE HOLY SPIRIT who prompts us to Pray in God's will.   
Two scriptures to ponder: Philippians 4:6-7. 2 Corinthians 1:20, as
references to pray. 
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It happens this month…winter transitions into spring.  Can you believe it?  Hallelujah!  Today I looked outside at a clear blue
sky, and my whole self – body, mind, and spirit – felt pulled forward into the season to come.  We “spring forward” into
daylight savings time on Sunday, March 14, then one week later we leave winter behind as we stroll into spring.  The
average temperature rises.  The days get longer.  What are you looking forward to doing in this new season?  Consider
these possibilities:

Working on outside projects like gardening & landscaping, daylight walks and hikes, following MLB Spring Training,
swapping your heavy winter clothes for something lighter, actually ENJOYING outdoor dining!

Truth is we’ll probably see a few more days of wintery weather.  It may even snow again (hopefully not as heavy as last
month!).  But hope “springs” eternal and we know that warmer, longer days are on their way.

Our experience of the global coronavirus pandemic is going through a change of seasons as well.  As we leave the first
COVID-19 winter behind, some of us carry with us memories of how we “thought like a Norwegian” and relished the cozy
moments of a colder, darker season.  Considering the limitations of social interaction amid the usual feelings of seasonal
depression, it would be understandable if most of us are looking forward to leaving behind the bleak midwinter and
pressing on toward a brighter season of possibilities.

As the pandemic enters into its second year, and we pause to prayerfully remember lives lost and lifestyles altered, we
nevertheless notice signs of hope springing forth.  More and more of us are sheltered under the protection of a vaccine. 
 It’s possible to dine out inside a favorite restaurant, and our worship services have been opened up to actual physical
attendance.  Social distance challenges continue to abound in relation to work, school, and relationships. Masks remain
mandatory.  And yet the day we move beyond COVID limitations seems more visible on the horizon.

The season of Lent features this same kind of flow.  During Lent we are pulled forward by the imminent arrival of the
Easter Sunday celebration.  Even so, between now and then there will be many a dark day as we reflect upon our own sin
in light of the cross of Christ.  Yet even in the midst of our prayers of penitence and our lifting up of lament we recognize
that Jesus is working to redeem our suffering.

Given all that we have been experiencing, perhaps the Apostle Paul’s wisdom on the pathway of hope might resonate with
our reality all the more:

We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and
character, hope.  And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit....  (Romans 5:3-5)

May God’s resilient hope spring forth for you, your family, this congregation, and our community as we shift into a new
season of redemptive possibility.

Joyfully in Christ,  
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen

THE CURRENT PAGE 02

Spring Forward



This coming March 13 will mark one year since
Governor Inslee declared a state of emergency in
Washington and the COVID-19 epidemic began to take
hold.  Since that time our church, community, country
and the world have endured economic hardships, lost
the ability to safely socialize in person as normal, plus
our loss of in person community worship.  Most
importantly, of course, is the tremendous and tragic
loss of life here and worldwide.

When Christians are faced with tragedy God calls us to
mourn, grieve and be comforted by Him.  In
recognition of that and the need many of us feel to
respond, we are holding a service of remembrance on
Saturday, March 13 at 7 PM,  for COVID-19 victims
and also for loved ones lost for other causes.

The service will be open to anyone up to a socially distant safe capacity in the sanctuary, plus the fellowship
hall will be open for overflow.  It will also be live-streamed on our YouTube channel and FM broadcast to our
parking lot.  The community is being invited too as we have spread the word to other area churches.  As usual
required masks, social distancing, prescreening and other COVID safety precautions will be instituted.

For those in person attendees there will be an opportunity to bring forward a candle in the name of someone
lost this past year.  In addition, those viewing via live-streaming can submit names of loved ones lost on the
YouTube comments section. You can also email names to the church at media@northcreekpres.org or call the
church office by March 11 and leave a message.  All names submitted will be mentioned and prayed for during
the service.

Should you come in person it would be helpful for planning, but not required, to sign up to come. Go to
www.northcreekpres.org to sign up. We also encourage everyone to spread the word in our community and
everywhere via social media or word of mouth. Instruct those you invite to go to our website or to the
YouTube channel for live-streamed viewing.

We pray you all will find this event to be a blessing to you, your loved ones and our community.

Worship & Arts Team

Special Service of Remembrance - COVID-19
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Blessed are those that mourn, for they will be comforted - Matthew 5:4

https://northcreekpres.org/worship/service-of-remembrance-covid-19


Grief, what is it? The Mayo Clinic says, “Grief is the natural reaction to loss. Grief is both a
universal and a personal experience.” We recognize grief as the period of deep sorrow
following the death of a loved one. We are attuned to it, empathy leads us to draw close to
those experiencing bereavement, to offer words and acts of comfort. We recognize grief
because we have all experienced loss.  

Stephen Ministry
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On Grief

We sometimes miss the grief associated with other types of loss.  Grief can be found in: the anxiety of a
diagnoses, pain of divorce, insecurity of job loss, dependence due to disability, loss of safety through theft,
loss of confidence from financial hardship, the loneliness of isolation, distress of infertility, disillusionment
when dreams we have for our children are not achievable.

When we consider all the losses our faith community has experienced for the last 12 months grief is surely a
presence among us.

• The loss of loved ones.
• The loss of personal contact.
• The loss of predicable routines.
• The loss of tangible spiritual support.
• The loss of personal safety due to COVID risks.
• The loss or diminishment of financial resources.
• The inability to personally contact loved ones in care facilities.
• Fears for loved ones in frontline and essential employment.
• Changes in spiritual leadership.
• The insecurity of political events.
• Increasing threats of violence.
• Disappointed expectations.
• Uncertainty of the future.
• Fears that our children will lose essential educational skills.
• Concern that our children’s emotional & social development will be stalled or stunted.
• The emotional exhaustion of it all.
 

These things have happened and continue to happen.  We grieve and grief is a path that unrolls before us. 
 We can choose not to walk this path alone. We do not have to grieve alone.  We can share our sorrows with
a compassionate, faith-filled, trustworthy, skilled, Stephen Minister.

NCPC has prepared Stephen Ministers for times such as these. All that is necessary is to accept their care.

Contact LeAnn Venn 425- 239-8144 to connect with a Stephen Minister.



End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through prayer and
reflective instrumental music. Through prayer and reflection, we will turn our focus
back to God, our one true source of strength. This time will calm and restore your soul,
leaving you refreshed and encouraged. During the month of March we will be focusing
on themes of the season of Lent.

If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website and sign-up for email
reminders. If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening, you can access
our Compline services any time on our Facebook page.

Renewal Ministries Northwest

Back in early October of 2020, Personnel gave us the okay to put together a job description and begin the
process of looking for the person that we felt God was calling to come and help lead and build the music
program at NCPC.  That team consisted of Lynn Willett, Raegina Weber and Kate West.  As this was a new
position – combining both the Choir Director and Worship Coordinator positions, we took some time to build
the description and then present it to Personnel and Session for their approval.  The position was posted in
November and we started receiving resumes almost immediately!  The team worked to go through those and
narrow the candidates down to five that we interviewed via Zoom.  Those five were narrowed down to two
that we asked to come into the church and run a ‘rehearsal’.  The result of that process led us to Brian Armes. 
 Brian was introduced in church on Sunday, February 21st.  He and his wife Stephanie (a professor at Seattle
Pacific University) have only been in the area since 2019 and they are expecting their first child next month!

We look forward to getting to know Brian and Stephanie more as he settles into the position and starts to get
to know the congregation.  But, to get things started, I came up with a few questions that I sent to Brian with
the instructions not to overthink his answers.  Here they are.
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Weekly Compline Evening Prayer - Thursdays at 8 pm 

Meet Our New Worship Music Coordinator, Brian Armes
Music Ministry

1. What is your favorite word? – Monorail
2. What is your least favorite word? – Can't
3. What Instrument do you wish you could play at a professional
level? – Drum Kit
4. What is your favorite Bible verse? – II Chronicles 20:15
5. What sound or noise do you love? – The coffee maker in the
morning.
6. What sound or noise do you hate? – A dentist's drill
7. If you're cooking dinner, what's your signature dish? – This
depends on the occasion. I've got a great rib glaze, but we can also
go with pulled pork bbq ('cause that's what I made last night!).
8. What profession other than your own would you like to attempt?
– Volleyball Coach
9. What profession would you not like to do? - Car Salesman
10. What would you like to hear God say when you arrive at the
pearly gates? – “Get in here. You ain't seen nothin' yet.”

Welcome Brian and Stephanie!  We look forward to having you as a part of the NCPC family!

https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/


Lent Sermon Series
“Jesus, You are worthy… because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a
kingdom and priests to serve our God.’”  Revelation 5:10-11
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One Blood: The Cross, Grace, & the Human Race

March 7 – Third Sunday of Lent

Ephesians 2:11-22
Brought Near by the Blood:  Reconci led at  the Cross

March 14 – Fourth Sunday of Lent

Acts 20:22-28; Romans 5:6-11
The Power of  the Blood:  Enemies No More

March 21 – Fifth Sunday of Lent

John 19:28-37; Isaiah 53:4-6
Pierced for  Our Sins:  Sorrow & Love Flow Mingled Down

March 28 – Sixth Sunday of Lent (Palm Sunday)

John 17:21-23; Luke 22:20
Crimson Communion:  Together at  the Table

Apri l  4 – Easter Sunday

John 17:21-23; Luke 22:20
Salvation Song!  The Glorious Sound of  the Great Mult itude

Church back parking lot | Thursday, April 1 | 6:30-8pm
The back church parking lot is the place of commemorating Jesus’ Last Supper with his
disciples by experiencing a taste of the Jewish Seder meal.  Participants will prepare &
bring their own Seder elements according to a published list.  A limited amount of socially-
distanced seating will be provided; beyond this, participants will bring their own camp
chairs/table.  In case of rain, an alternative plan will be provided, which may include seating
in cars with FM radio audio.

Indoor Service in Sanctuary.  In-person (if possible) & livestream.
Friday, April 2 | 7– 8 pm
Details to be determined.

Maundy Thursday “Parking Lot Picnic Passover” Outdoor Service

Good Friday Worship Service

Holy Week Services



Ministries & Care
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During these uncertain times, there may be members or friends of NCPC who find
themselves in financial need.  If this is true for you or someone you know in the church, the
Deacons have grocery store gift cards available to those with such needs.  For inquiries,
please contact Deacon Joyce Bolz at joyceb2011@gmail.com or any of your Deacons.

Deacon Assistance

      From John M. Perkins – a missionary to communities of poverty
and evangelical civil rights activist – we’ll learn about God’s plan for
unity and reconciliation among people divided by cultural differences,
including those based on skin color.  We’ll explore how the Christian
practices of lament, confession, forgiveness, and repentance can
bring diverse people together in the love of Christ, and we’ll be
challenged to be prayerful and courageous in pursuing God’s vision
for reconciled humanity. What to Expect Each Week

• Fellowship & Fun!
• Video featuring Dr. Perkins
• Interactive Presentation of the Weekly Key Concept
• Group Discussion
• Prayerful Joys & Concerns

Register Online to Receive the Zoom Link:
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/together-time

Lent Together Time
One Blood: Talking Race & Love with John M. Perkins

Wednesdays, February 24 – March 24
7-8:30 pm on Zoom
Schedule:
Week 2 – 3/3 – One Race, One Blood (Ch. 2)
Week 3 – 3/10 – Lament & Confession (Chs.. 3-4)
Week 4 – 3/17 – Forgiveness & Repentance (Chs. 5-6)
Week 5 – 3/24 – Serving God’s Cause of Love with Prayerful
Courage (Chs. 7-9)

For the safety and health of our worshipers, we have installed in our sanctuary an advanced air
purifying/neutralizing system, like those being used in hospitals and schools.  This system eliminates airborne
bacteria, mold, and viruses.  It eliminates 99% of sneeze germs within 3 feet, and even eliminates 99% of
viruses on surfaces.

Church Sanctuary Air Quality Improvements

“Per Capita” is the money our church pays to Presbytery for each member.  The amount for 2021 is $49.73. 
 What is the money used for?  According to the Presbyterian Church (USA) web site, “Per capita is a set amount
of money (apportionment) per member that congregations pay to the larger Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Said
another way, it is a Presbyterian Covenant Community Fund — part of the glue that holds Presbyterians
together. Because every Presbyterian shares in the benefit of the PC(USA)’s system of government, the
expenses associated with coordinating and performing the functions of that system should be shared by
everyone as well.”
You can see https://oga.pcusa.org/section/ecclesial-and-ecumenical-ministries/per-capita/frequently-asked-
questions/ for more information.
You are encouraged to consider making a special donation, beyond your tithe to the church, to cover the cost of
the per capita associated with each membership in your household.  Thank you!

Per Capita Giving


