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Prayer Ministry
David’s words in Psalms 138:3 should be words of
encouragement, for all who believe in Jesus, “On the day I
called thou didst answer me, my strength of soul thou didst
increase.” God hears and answers prayer and by it we grow, we
are lifted up, and feel ready to move on from where we were
when we called to Him. That which can keep us from echoing
David’s words would be to not being still and quiet in spirit to
hear Him answer us. Thus we turn to Psalms 46:10 “Be still and
know that I am God”.
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A month after my installation service, you might be wondering where we’re headed as a church and how I intend to lead
as your pastor.  In addition to the preaching and pastoral care ministry, my work in the month of June has been focused
on preparing for a new slate of officers to join the Session and Deacons on July 1st.  The session is given the
responsibility of leading the church, and I’ll be working to get that team up and running, since five of the 12 elders will be
new.  Looking ahead at my work with them, I’ve identified three strategic goals.  To clarify, these are not the session’s
goals for the church – that’s for them to discern and develop…so stay tuned.  These are my pastoral leadership goals for
preparing the session and the congregation for faithful ministry.

1. Cultivate Church Health
We’ve been through a lot in the past 18 months.  God is leading me to focus on our recovery, and on establishing healthy
patterns for moving forward.  It starts at the top – with me and the session elders, but it will expand to include all of us. 
 This work will involve intentional training of our session elders, as well as a sermon-based, all-church study of the
concepts of Emotionally Healthy Discipleship.  The first step starts in September, and our Adult Ed team is already off
and running.  Be a part of it!

2. Expand Ministry Capacity
As the impact of the pandemic fades more into the background, we’re more able to attend to larger questions about
God’s desired future for NCPC and how we will get there.  This will involve a presbytery-mandated mission study
process, which will likely be scheduled to begin about a year from now in mid-2022.  This step is MUCH more
comprehensive that simply surveying the congregation.  It will involve a fresh look at our purpose & vision, a revealing
look at our community, and an honest look at our persistent challenges and obstacles to growth.  Our session will lead
this effort, with plenty of opportunity for your participation.  Leading up to it, they’ll be trained in the principles of
adaptive leadership, or, as one author puts it, “leadership without easy answers.”

3. Provide for Pastoral Care
This summer, two facts are colliding head-on: 1) There are fewer pastors on staff than in most of our church’s history
(one…that’s me), and 2) The demand for memorial services has never been higher.  This is a challenge not only for me but
also for our support staff and those who serve our memorial service ministry.  One driver for this increase is the back-log
of memorial services due to pandemic-related delays.  But we’re also noticing that we have more members than ever
before who are in the season of life when end-of-life is more of a natural concern.  So, when you find yourself wondering
what I’m doing in a given week, envision me leading one memorial service, meeting with a family to plan for another, and
praying with someone nearing the end of their life.  This pastoral caregiving will always remain a priority, but it may also
be wise to expand our capacity beyond one pastor.

These are simply first steps in my ministry as your installed pastor.  Every step I take will be an expression of following
Jesus and allowing his Holy Spirit to guide and equip me.  May all of our steps find their footing in the footsteps of the
Master who goes before us, even our Lord Jesus Christ.

Joyfully in Him,
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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First Steps
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A Word on the Financial Condition of NCPC
By Jill Johnson
I am completing my term as a ruling elder, most of which has been spent as the equipping elder for Finance.  
It has been quite a roller coaster over the last two years!  COVID hit and all the church’s plans and programs
went up in the air.  New ways of being the church emerged with very different budgets.  Then, our senior
pastor left the church.  A whole new set of challenges came with that transition.   While often nerve-
wracking, what a test of faith that God loves His church and would stand beside us as we felt our way
through these dark times!  The Holy Spirit surrounded each of the elders and all of us together as we met
and discerned how to navigate the churning waters of our situation.  I thought it would be useful to share
some parting thoughts on the financial situation of the church, now that we are emerging from the worst of
COVID, we have planned a path forward for church leadership, and the churning waters have (at least
temporarily!) calmed.
First, and most importantly, God was so faithful to us through this tough time.  I just cannot thank you all so
much for your encouragement, and for being called by God to steadfast giving.  In March of last year, we
were not sure what to expect, and we slashed budgets.  In June of 2020, we said good-bye to our senior
pastor and wondered what changes that would mean to giving and expenses.  As it turned out, although
giving declined a bit, spending went down even further than planned, as it was difficult to do any
programming when we could not physically meet.  We applied for and received a Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loan from the SBA ($110,000) so that we could be assured of having the funds to pay salaries
for our staff.  We were blessed that we did not need to cut staff, although each staff member sure found
themselves doing new duties to respond to all the changes COVID brought.  We ended 2020 with positive
net income of about $90,000.  
For 2021, we knew we would be resuming in-person church activities, but didn’t know when.  We did our
best estimates of what costs would look like.  We continued to give strong support to our missions, as our
community and our friends around the world were all suffering from COVID impacts.  As always, God has
been faithful.  Giving has been steady, and most programming costs have continued to run under budget, so
as of the end of May, we have positive net income.  We have also been blessed that we have had our PPP
loan forgiven.  We now have strong financial resources in place to head into our post-COVID world, with
Pastor Kurt at our helm.  The Session has discerned that we need to step boldly into what we are called to
do as a church.  Having wind in our sails in so many ways, including financially, gives us the courage to move
forward in big ways.  You may have heard that we decided to proceed with hiring an Associate Pastor, and
then there will be further discernment about other new staffing, programs and missions.  
We intend to set aside some funds to make sure we can take care of our aging building, and we will set aside
a reasonable amount of funds to make help make sure we can weather any future disruptions, as there will
not be another PPP opportunity.  And then we will plan to use all the rest to pour out God’s love and good
news as best as we can.
I find myself in a spirit of gratitude to so many:  to my fellow elders who are so faithful, competent and
dedicated, to the incredible Finance Team, to Kurt and the staff, and to the whole congregation.  Your
willingness to pull hard on the oars in the water kept our ship moving forward.  It has been an honor to
serve you.   



Website Update
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The new northcreekpres.org
Check out our new website!  Below you' l l  f ind a
breakdown of each header and what you wil l  f ind
there.  

Here you wil l  f ind
a l ink to virtual
worship,  the
bul let in,  onl ine
fel lowship pad,
communion guide,
and more.  

Here you wil l  f ind
information for
f irst-t ime vis itors.
our event
calendar,  giving
information,  and
our detai led
contact
information.  

Here you wil l
f ind the missions
we support ,
upcoming
missions events,
how to get or
provide
congregational
care,  deacon
contact
information,
Stephen Ministry
information,  and
more on RMNW. 

Here you wil l  f ind
al l  of  our adult
education classes
and faith
formation
opportunit ies,
chi ldren's  and
youth ministry
information and
events,  and other
ministr ies of  the
church.  

Here you wil l  f ind
our mission as a
church,  our
elected elders and
deacons,  our staff ,
and our church
statement on
racial  just ice.   

Here you wil l  f ind
our newsletter ,
forms,  member
directory,  pol ic ies,
procedures,  and
any other
necessary updates
and operations
information.  



We are excited that Pastor Kurt will be launching an all-church study that will bring us together again after
the COVID19 pandemic. The author of the book and study is Peter Scazzero. He founded New Life
Fellowship Church in Queens, NY. It is a large multicultural, multiracial church. Peter is also the co-founder
of Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, a ministry that equips churches towards emotional health as well as
contemplative spirituality.
There are several components to this wonderful journey together. Think of this course as a Post 40-Days
study for NCPC. This venture will help us stay centered in Christ and love each other. Like past all-church
programs, we will enjoy a sermon series by Kurt that will tie into a personal daily devotion, as well as a
Sunday morning Together Time (or an optional midweek Zoom session). The sessions will include a 15-
minute video by Peter Scazzero and break out time with small groups. 
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Emotionally Healthy Spirituality
Adult Education

WHEN: Sunday, September 19th at 8:45am
WHERE: NCPC Fellowship Hall
COST: $26.99 for EHS Bundle (workbook, devotional, book) 
Some may want just the workbook that is listed on the order form.
Link for registration and materials. Financial assistance for the class
is available. Note assistance in the registration form under
Comments.  

Register here after August 1:
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/emotionally-healthy-
spirituality 

The summer days are perfect for play:  long, warm, and bright.  Many of our summer recreations are
accompanied by music, and memories of them are stirred when those songs shuffle through our playlists.  The
music of our worship does the same thing.  
But as our music ministries are on summer hiatus, here are a few suggestions to find playlists for your spirit.  
First, read the Psalms.  Time spent in this book will connect us to our summer corporate worship and may stir
memories of songs helping us reflect on God and His work in our lives.
Second, listen to your worshipful music on the NCPC Spotify playlists (northcreekpres), your dusty cd collection,
or a virtual or recorded worship experiences on YouTube.  Rediscover those songs that stirred your soul. 
Third, sing or whistle or hum.  Invite music to become a daily part of your worship.  Sing in your car.  Whistle
when you garden.  Hum as you enjoy a sunset on the Sound.  Keep the songs alive and let God speak to you
through the remembered melodies.
If you find music a growing part of your experience with God, perhaps this is a call to share your musical gifts
with the congregation through singing or playing a musical instrument; we would love to explore this call with
you!  
If you are interested, please contact Brian Armes, Worship and Music Coordinator, at brian@northcreekpres.org.

July - Just Keep Singing
Music Ministry



Summer! We welcome the season! We’ll enjoy the sun and outdoor activities filled with adventure. This summer
we get to explore with greater freedom. The old “normal” is past. We are different. Our world is different. 
We are in a rare moment; a moment that we don’t want to miss. Now is the time to let God imagine new
possibilities for us that give joy and purpose. This is a time to be courageous and be open to how God is inviting
us into new priorities, values, and commitments. 
In his ministry Jesus set people free to have life abundant. In his last conversation with his disciples (John 17),
he inspired them to imagine a bright future. At this prayer retreat, we will “listen in” on the conversation. We
will ask, “What was on the heart of Jesus?” The Holy Spirit will help us hear what is on his heart for us today.
Come and join us! We’ll help you listen for one voice. Jesus! 
Cost: $25 To register online or by mail go to Renewalminnw.org.

End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through prayer and reflective
instrumental music. Through prayer and reflection, we will turn our focus back to God, our one
true source of strength. This time will calm and restore your soul, leaving you refreshed and
encouraged.
If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website and sign-up for email reminders.
If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening, you can access our Compline
services any time on our Facebook page.
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Summer Prayer Retreat with Renewal Ministries
Saturday, July 17, 2021, 9:00-11:00 a.m. (PST) on Zoom
Facilitated by Rev. Denise Easter and Rev. Dianna Easter

Renewal Ministries Northwest

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer - Thursdays at 8 pm 

“Discerning a Future with Hope”

Sunday, October 3, 2021, 6:00 PM
Hosted By North Creek Presbyterian Church
CELEBRATION & WORSHIP EVENT WITH RENEWAL MINISTRIES NORTHWEST  
Featuring Nashville Music Artist Dr .Michelle Margiotta.

Combined event with North Creek Presbyterian and
Renewal Ministries Northwest

Welcome to our new church officers,
who begin their ministry on July 1st:

Elders:
Karen Butler
Vic Chaloupka
Kathy Hulet
Dave Phippen
LeAnn Venn

New Elders & Deacons
Church Leadership

Deacons:
Tiffany Anderson
Cindy Little
Meg McClure
Estella Spaulding

Thank you to our dedicated elders and deacons whose terms
of service were completed at the end of June:

Elders:
Tal Anderson
Minna Dimmick
Renee Dittman
Jeff Jensen
Jill Johnson

Deacons:
Joyce Bolz
Dave Cray
Sherri McGee
Linda & Shane
Richardson

https://renewalminnw.org/retreats/
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/


Summer Sermon Series
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Saying So with the Psalms
Summer 2021 at NCPC will be a summer of faith-sharing in the
Psalms.  We’ll look at several “Testimony Psalms” that feature a
personal reporting of how God has been involved in one’s life.  To
help you reflect on each week’s Psalm, we’ve developed a journal
for written reflections & meaningful sketches.  Pick yours up at
the church on Sunday or contact the church office.
During our summer worship services, there’ll be a time of “open-
mic” sharing of your personal words of testimony that relate to
the previous week’s Psalm.  Your journal reflections may serve to
prepare what you might say.
There’s also an opportunity to submit photographs documenting
your time of reflection, from inspirational scenes in God’s
creation to personal works of visual art.  Attach it to an email and
send to psalmsayso@gmail.com by Wednesday each week.

June 27

Psalm 40

The Lord Lifted Me Up
  …And Gave Me a New
Song

July 4 -  Communion
Sunday

Psalm 27

The Lord is  my Light
  …Whom Shal l  I  Fear?

July 11

Psalm 23

The Lord is  my Shepherd
  …He Leads Me

July 18

Psalm 18

The Lord is  my Rock
  …in Whom I  Take
Refuge

July 25

Psalm 34

I  Sought the Lord
 …And He Answered Me

August 1 -  Communion
Sunday

Psalm 66

Come & Hear
 …Let Me Tel l  You What
He Has Done for Me

August 8

TBD
Elder Sermon

August 15

TBD
Elder Sermon

August 22

Psalm 116

I  Love the Lord
 …He Heard My Cry

August 29

Psalm 107:1-22

Let the Redeemed of  the
Lord Say So

September 5

TBD
Elder Sermon

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so…” Psalm 107:2


