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Prayer isn't about getting what we desperately want, but
about getting More of The One who desperately  wants
us! 
What if we bravely lived what we humbly pray: 
Your kingdom come - not ours.  Your will be done -  not
ours.  Your story be written - not our way, but Your way
...for YOU  ALONE ARE  GOD, and we are not. 
#TheBrokenWay# Praying Together 
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4:00 PM – A service especially designed for families with children.
8:00 PM – Our “signature” service with candlelight and carols
11:00 PM – The North Creek Choir returns to anchor our candlelight service that concludes with the singing
of Silent Night in the first few moments of Christmas Day.

Here at North Creek our mission statement is all about connecting with Christ:
Responding to Christ's invitation "Abide in me as I abide in you," the people of North Creek Presbyterian Church live out
God's mission by connecting to a life-giving relationship with Jesus, and encouraging our community to find meaning
and purpose in this same Christ-connection.
What difference does this mission make?  It inspires in us a vision for our ministry.  We desire to see  
> Followers of Christ connected to their risen Lord through vital worship and a deep life of prayerful & missional
discipleship, > The body of Christ connected in a healthy, caring community, and > The world around us
connected to God's extravagant love through the good news we share and the compassion we show.
The seasons of Advent and Christmas invite us to reconsider Jesus’ meaning, message, and mission from the very
beginning.  It’s a great time to sharpen our focus on our Christ-connection, and consider how God is calling us to
share the good news of Christ with our community.  The gospel of John speaks of Jesus’ birth as the entrance of
the source of true life into the world.  This life, John writes, is the light of all people.  In the midst of darkness, we
have good news to share with all the people in our families, neighborhood, and community.  We have found the
source of divine light and life, deep & lasting.  Let’s live into it so we can share it with others joyfully and
authentically.
Moving into the New Year, we’ll be leaning into our vision, considering how each one of us can take a part in our
common mission of inviting our community to find meaning and purpose in a life-giving connection with Jesus
Christ.  Each of our ministry teams will explore how they might orient their activities toward this goal, and they’ll
be inviting all of us into important activities designed to help us more faithfully reflect our vision.
We’ll jump start our outreach this month with two community musical concerts, including one featuring our very
own North Creek Choir with Orchestra on Saturday, December 11th.  Let’s spread the word and invite our
neighbors!  We can do the same with our outreach-oriented Christmas Eve services.  Yes, that’s right; we’re back
with three in-person worship services on that special day!

I have a vision of a mostly-full sanctuary at all three services as we celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas Eve.
Would you join me in this vision? Let’s work together, each one of us taking part in inviting our community to
find the true source of light and life in Christ. 

Joyfully in Christ,
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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Connecting to Christ at Christmas
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“In Him was life, and that life was the light of all people.”  John 1:4



Thank you to all who participated in our annual stewardship season,
inspired by the title of a classic hymn of commitment, Take My Life and
Let It Be. We experienced anew how the great hymns of the church –
traditional and contemporary – have an extraordinary ability to deepen our
devotion to Christ. Swept up in songs of praise, we continue to offer our
time, talent, & treasure to the Lord who loves us beyond measure!
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2021 Stewardship 
Stewardship Recap

We started our season with a virtual concert of carefully selected YouTube performances of well-loved
and timeless hymns, hosted by Pastor Kurt and Choir Director Brian Armes.  The feedback from the
viewers was overwhelmingly positive, with the quality of the inspiring performances far outweighing the
inconvenience of having to click through the first few seconds of those annoying ads!
Our Stewardship Sunday on November 7 was highlighted by a meaningful and memorable giving
testimony offered by our very own Greg Thomas.  Greg helped us realize that it’s never a bad time to
think of raising up our car radio antenna in our connection with the Lord!  On this Sunday we also
enjoyed the world-premiere of Vic Chaloupka’s new song titled “Just Your Steward,” with a reprise
performance on November 21.  We are so grateful for Vic’s spiritual leadership through sacred musical
expression!
Our Pledge Sunday on November 14 offered us an opportunity to offer our pledges and prayers of
dedication to the Lord in a service of worship.  Pastor Kurt continued teaching about God’s instructions
for making an offering as recorded in the Old Testament book of Leviticus, and how they are integrally
related to Jesus’ foundational teaching on the Great Commandment to love God and love our neighbor. 
 After worship we assembled in the Fellowship Hall for “Pie & Praise.”  What a joy it was to gather in
gratitude for God’s abundant provision for our life together at NCPC!  Thank you to all who made this
event the success that it was, from pie servers to song singers to “drive through” servants.
Our worship service on November 21 continued the theme in a crescendo of hymn-singing!  The North
Creek Choir performed a thrilling rendition of Martin Luther’s famous hymn “A Mighty Fortress is Our
God.”  Brian Armes blessed us and glorified God by preaching a mighty awesome sermon on expressing
our love to God through our worshipful singing.  That morning also featured the opening of our Sunday
morning nursery for infants and toddlers for the first time since the start of the COVID pandemic nearly
20 months ago.  Praise the Lord!
We are so grateful for your continued support of God’s work in the church through your tithes and
offerings.  If you are still in the process of discerning God’s direction for your giving, we appreciate your
consideration.   As a community of faith, we give to the Lord through the church in response to the
question, “What percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  Our Stewardship webpage will
continue to be available at https://northcreekpres.org/connect/stewardship-2021, featuring the link to
the virtual concert, testimony videos, and pledge information.  God’s grace and peace be with you.

Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.
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Christmas celebrations at NCPC return this year after last year’s scaled down celebrations.  The month
begins with TWO free-to-the-public Christmas concerts and concludes with THREE Christmas Eve
services.
On Saturday, December 4 the Northwest University Symphony Orchestra, under the direction of
Naomi Fanshier, will present “A Christmas Festival,” a worship-based Christmas concert for the
community.  The concert begins at 7:30PM. 
One week later, on December 11, the NCPC Choir welcomes everyone home for “A Fireside
Christmas.” This heartwarming Christmas concert, centered around the Biblical Christmas story,
features choral music, a chamber orchestra, and guest solo violinist, Dr. Christopher Hanson, conductor
of the Seattle Pacific University Orchestra.  This concert also begins at 7:30PM.
And on December 24, Christmas Eve, NCPC will host three worship services to celebrate the
incarnation:
A 4 PM Family Service with LED candles and special features for children, an 8 PM Traditional
Candlelight Service, and 11 PM Lessons and Carols Service.  
We are thrilled to bring back our regular full schedule of Christmas events plus an additional concert. 
 Please plan to attend as many events as you are able!

Christmas 2021 Special Worship Celebrations at NCPC
Worship & Arts
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In the past month, Session has held our regular meeting as well as a
one-day retreat to listen, strategize and plan for where God is
leading us. The first Saturday of November, we gathered at the
Phippens’ home on Whidbey Island where we first took time for
worship and leadership development, learning about spiritual
leadership, adaptability, and building trust. We asked ourselves the
question, “What kind of church do we want to be?” We spent the
rest of the day listening to Pastor Kurt’s three year forecast and
vision, identifying our core values and priorities for Session and the
congregation, and revisiting what we learned from the
congregational survey and how that informs those values and

December Update
Session News

priorities. We are working hard to apply what we are learning to our vision for ministry within and
outside of our church. Our time together was both intensive and filled with good natured
fellowship as well. Expect to hear more from our work at the retreat. What I’ve learned, overall,
from Session doings in October and November, is this: Enthusiasm Is Contagious. At both the
retreat, as well as listening to reports from the APNC at our session meetings, I have heard a lot
of enthusiasm for our church, what God is doing and will continue to do moving forward. I love
hearing how excited people are to be together as a church, and that good things are coming.
When someone reports and I see that enthusiasm, I know we are in good hands. And I am
thankful. May each of us receive this encouragement and blessing.
Blessings, 
Karen Butler 
Clerk of Session

Adult Education
Advent series, The People of the Nativity
Plan to join other participants at tables at 9 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 28 in the Fellowship Hall for the
three remaining sessions of this five-week study.  Our faith has been enriched as we’ve learned
about the “human” Jesus, as well as Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, and the angels.  
Coming in January: Emotionally Healthy Relationships Course. 
Next step for us as a congregation is this course that  will coordinate with Pastor Kurt’s sermon
series from January 9 to February 27. The course will enrich our life together as we learn biblical
principles to help us develop mature, loving relationships. Registration at church or online will
begin Dec. 4 and be open until Dec. 17. The registration form will include purchase of workbook
and Day by Day at a cost of $18.49 per bundle.  Here’s a preview of the video course, hosted by
Geri & Pete Scazzero: https://youtu.be/FZ-m_obuEtM. Registration will open soon here:
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/emotionally-healthy-relationships 

Upcoming Programs
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Thanks to the dedication of our youth advisors, Jennifer Down & Bob Heivilin, our youth group has
been meeting regularly on Sunday evenings.  We have a wonderful ministry team that is working
together to determine the activities and programming for our youth. Our ministry serves youth in
grades 6-12.  We have had 19 youth participating, with an average of 8-13 attending each week.  We
appreciate your prayers as we are seeking a college intern to serve as our Youth Ministry Coordinator.  
This Fall we have been making our way through the Alpha Youth Series. This video-based series deals
with some of the major questions about faith. Our hope is that this will lead our youth to a relationship
with Christ that is their own.  We appreciate your prayers as we are seeking a college intern to serve
as our Youth Ministry Coordinator.   
Our schedule for December and January will be as follows:
Sunday, December 5: 6:30-8pm – Youth group, Alpha Session
Sunday, December 12: 6:30-8pm – Youth group, final Alpha Session
Sunday, December 19: 6:30-8pm – Youth group- Annual Christmas gathering, location –stay tuned!
Wednesday, January 5, 6:30-8pm – Youth group, study topic – to be determined
Wednesday, January 12, 6:30-8pm – Youth group
Wednesday, January 19, 6:30-8pm – Youth group
Wednesday, January 16, 6:30-8pm – Youth group

What's New
Youth Ministry



“The Advent of Jesus: Hope
Where Hope Fades”
 “…the hopes and fears of all the
years are met in thee tonight”
Saturday, December 4, 2021 |
9:30 – 12:00 PST on Zoom
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Advent Prayer Retreat
Renewal Ministries Northwest

End your day in peace and in the presence of the Holy Spirit through
prayer and reflective instrumental music. Through prayer and
reflection, we will turn our focus back to God, our one true source of
strength. This time will calm and restore your soul, leaving you
refreshed and encouraged.
If you would like to join us on Thursday night, visit our website (link:
https://renewalminnw.org/about/email-signup/) and sign-up for email
reminders. If you are unable to join us on Zoom on Thursday evening,
you can access our Compline services any time on our Facebook page.

Weekly Compline Evening Prayer

Ignatian 5-Month Guided Prayer Retreat Returns January 2022! 

Have you lost hope, been feeling a little discouraged and need encouragement? During this Advent
retreat, we will reflect on the promise that God is deeply at work in the places of our daily lives where
hope fades. Join us as we walk through this together! More information on the RMNW website.

Renewal Ministries Annual Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 12 | 6:00pm on Zoom
With Dr. Michelle Margiotta and her Musical Friends.     
Please RSVP on the RMNW website.

https://renewalminnw.org/#retreats
https://renewalminnw.org/#retreats
https://renewalminnw.org/#retreats


Advent Sermon Series
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Advent Origins
Prequel to God’s Grand Finale

December 5 – Second Sunday – The Candle of  PEACE

Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 3:1-6

Retracing Steps…
on a  Path of  Preparation

December 12 – Third Sunday – The Candle of  JOY

Zephaniah 3:14-20 & Luke 3:7-18

Before Your Very Eyes:  
The Joy of  Expectant  Wait ing

December 19 – Fourth Sunday – The Candle of  LOVE

Micah 5:2-5a & Luke 1:39-45

A Somersault  of  the Spir it…
in  Sensing a  Savior

December 24 – Christmas Eve – The CHRIST Candle

Isaiah 9:2-7 & Luke 2:1-14
You Have Arr ived at  Your  Dest ination

December 26 – Christmas Sunday

Isaiah 52:7-10
Good News!  God Reigns!

Advent is the season of preparation for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas.  The
word advent comes from the Latin adventus, which means “coming.”  Advent does double duty in
relation to the coming of Jesus into the world: we celebrate his first coming in the incarnation, and
we anticipate his second coming when he returns to bring God’s kingdom in all its fullness.  The first
Sunday of Advent marks a new year in the church liturgical calendar.

This year we’re calling our Advent sermon series “Advent Origins.”  An origin story is a story that
explains the beginnings and formative experiences of a well-known character in movies and literature.  
It answers questions about who the character is and how they have become who we know them to
be.  The narratives of Jesus’ birth in the gospels are like an origin story: people first came to know
Jesus in his adult ministry, and only later learned about the special nature of his birth.  In the Bible,
Jesus’ origin story starts in the New Testament yet takes us back in time to consider the prophesies
of the Messiah spoken of by the Old Testament prophets.  Indeed, Jesus’ origin story takes us all the
way back to the origin of all things, for the mystery of the incarnation is that Jesus is God’s son,
present in the Triune God before all time.


