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Prayer Focus
Our Helper in Prayer - John 16:5-15
In the gospel of John, Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit as the Helper whom He
would send to enable and instruct believers. One of the Holy Spirit’s
responsibilities is to help us in prayer. He knows about temptations or experiences
ahead, so He prompts us to talk to our Father. 

It’s important, then, to pay attention anytime you sense a need to pray. In 1
Thessalonians 5:19, we are told not to “quench the Spirit,” as ignoring that divine
prodding can lead down paths God never intended for us.

The Holy Spirit sometimes burdens us specifically to pray for someone else. In this
way, He offers Christians the opportunity to participate in God’s work. On many
occasions, I’ve received calls asking if I was going through a tough time, and
invariably, my caller had been praying for me. 

This burdening of our heart to pray for ourselves or for others is a special
demonstration of God’s love. By calling us to prayer, He can make us sensitive to
our surrounding circumstances or prepare us for a trial He knows is coming.
Listening to the prompting of the Holy Spirit and allowing ourselves to be
prepared is how we, in turn, display our love for God.

- Chas Stanley’s Intouch
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Joyfully in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the social
distancing restrictions we’ve been living under, it’s an
understatement to say 2020 has been a rough year so
far.  Even as we hope and pray for the development of
a vaccine that will move us out of the global crisis, we
recognize that the timeline is out of our control.  And
even if the virus is tamed sooner than later, the long-
term impact of this global setback will be difficult to
escape.

Mental health experts warn of a season of “disillusionment” that comes uninvited 6-12 months after the beginning
of a disaster-type crisis, mostly brought on by fatigue and frustration that our initial heroic efforts didn’t bring
immediate solutions.  If this plays out true to form in relation to COVID-19, we’re in for a rough fall and winter
ahead.  Add to this the family stress of children and parents working and studying online from home, general
economic instability, and a hotly-contested presidential election, and you’ve got the ingredients for a “time that
will try men’s souls” (adapting Thomas Paine’s famous quote).

One of the most profound words of God’s promised peace comes from the book of Numbers in the Old Testament
(6:24-26).  Aaron, God’s chosen priest, is commanded to say these words to God’s people.  It has been repeated as
a comforting benediction ever since.  Notice the close physical proximity of being face-to-face with the Lord.  And
notice the peace that we draw from this close encounter.  Let’s live in this divine peace.  More than that, let’s lock
into it!

The LORD bless you 
and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you; 

the LORD turn his face toward you 
and give you peace.

Pastor's Pen
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Preparing to “Lock-in” on God’s Peace

But it may also be “a time that will prove God’s peace” (adapting God’s life-giving Word).  The peace God promises
His people is powerful!  This fall, we’re kicking off the school year by looking into God’s peace.  Actually, we’ll go
beyond merely looking into it…we’ll be LOCKING into it!  Each week we’ll explore a different dimension of the
PEACE GOD PROMISES, and prepare to intentionally rely on it during the potentially-challenging months ahead.

SEPTEMBER 13 -  FACE TO FACE:  THE BLESSING OF GOD
Numbers 6:22-27

SEPTEMBER 20 -  A MATTER OF FOCUS:  KEPT IN PERFECT
PEACE
Isaiah 26:1-12

SEPTEMBER 27 -  ALWAYS AVAILABLE:  THE GIFT OF JESUS
John 14:25-27; 16:33; 20:19-22

OCTOBER 4 -  VITAL LIFELINE:  A FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
Romans 8:1-6; Galatians 5:22

OCTOBER 11 -  ANXIETY-ALERT: THE PRAYER PRESCRIPTION
Philippians 4:4-9

OCTOBER 11 -  THE PERFECT PARTNERSHIP:  GRACE & PEACE
Verses from 17 NT books
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During this extended time of pandemic-related social distancing, it’s
vitally important for us to have consistent (non-physical) contact with
others.  Our hope is that everyone in our church family – members
and friends alike – will participate in a weekly “Together Time” on
Zoom.  It starts on Wednesday, September 16 @ 7:00 PM.  After
joining the Zoom call, we’ll view a video presentation together, then
go into small “break-out” groups for encouraging conversations. Our
topic for the first 6 weeks is a study of Max Lucado’s book More to
Your Story: Discover Your Place in God’s Plan.

Together Time 

Pandemics and payment plans.  Job changes and joint custody.  
Life can feel overwhelming and inconsequential.  Bestselling
author Max Lucado reminds us that there’s more to your story
than the chaos, confusion, and clutter of daily life.  Your life is
a crafted narrative written by a great God, who is working
toward your supreme good. Join Max on a journey through the
great promises of the New Testament and discover your place
in God’s plan. Everything changes when you see how your
story fits with God’s story.

Be the Light: Help Keep NCPC Connected
We have become aware that many in our dear church family may
be having difficulties navigating the confusing online connections
and are becoming increasingly isolated during this time of change
and the COVID-19 pandemic.

Help us keep the church connected. Not everyone in our church
family feels comfortable reaching out to ask for help. 

If you know of anyone in our church family who is having
difficulty connecting, whether that be through viewing online
service, receiving church notices, or any other issues, please let
the church office know by filling out this form or calling 425-
743-2386 to notify the office.  

Help us maintain those relationships in these difficult and
unprecedented time. 

Click here to
register online today!

https://northcreekpres.org/congregational-care-during-covid-19/be-the-light
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/together-time


In the fall, the youth ministry at NCPC will enter into an
experimentation phase of finding ways that we can continue meeting
as a youth group while keeping our students safe. We are currently
working on policies and procedures to resume meeting indoors. We
will begin as soon as possible to plan and prepare for a “youth group
under the tent” that we will be held in the back parking lot of our
building. We hope to start some trial runs beginning in mid-
September, abiding by all the guidelines that the CDC and WA Public
Health have released. More information to follow through the Remind
app and email. If you would like to support the youth program, we are
accepting tents, canopies, and heaters that we might be able to
borrow and use until we resume meeting indoors! Please email
chris@northcreekpres.org if you are interested in participating.

Now that the sunshine and summer days are upon us, Johnson and I
are focusing our efforts on outdoor improvements. We started with
power washing all the sidewalks, painting our yellow and red curbs and
currently working on repainting all our parking stalls including the
handicap stalls in the front of the building. If you are in the area, take
a drive through your church to see some of the work that is being
done!! In cooperation with the facilities work party, we are also
beautifying the grounds with fresh bark in most of the flower beds.

The building is looking forward to everyone returning, however until
then, stay home and remain safe. 2020 isn’t an ordinary year, however
NCPC has extraordinary people. I have been fortunate to see some of
you as you drop off food donations or those coming in to participate
with the Bloodworks Northwest blood drive and it is wonderful to hear
that you are all doing well besides missing out on Sunday worship
amongst other things. We know that many are eager to return and
many teams here are working together “behind the scenes” to insure
when our doors open, the building is ready to safely allow members
and guests to worship in the safest possible way.

Youth Ministry
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Update on Youth Ministry at NCPC

Update from Facilities' Michael Mallant
Ministries
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This Year's Focus: Develop Family Devotions
This school year, we’re not able to have Sunday School at church.  Aware of the stress on families whose
children are going to school online during the week, we want our faith nurturing activities to be a change of
pace from the routines of home-based online education rather than one more Zoom meeting.  We’ve decided
to focus on Developing Family Devotions during this school year, at least until we’re back doing Sunday
School at church. 

Family Devotions are times when children and their parents take a break from the routines and stresses of life
to be with each other and connect with God through Scripture and prayer.  You can do this on your own with
a copy of the Bible, but many families find it helpful to follow a written devotional guide.  As a booster shot
for your family time with God, we’ve chosen two new devotional books to help you.  We really encourage you
to have both, because they play different positions on the team.

How Great is Our God: 100 Indescribable Devotions about God & Science (by
Louie Giglio)
Age Range: 6 - 10 years  //  Grade Level: 1 – 5
This will be a book to read whenever and wherever - especially when you
need a pick-me-up or a change-of-pace.  It is filled with fun and spiritually-
powerful lessons gathered from God's creation.  It can be used to "spice-up"
your Sunday weekly family devotion times.

You'll be able to indicate your involvement, order the devotion books, or let us know that you'll order
them on your own.

We'll be glad to cover the cost of the books you order from the church, but if you would like to help us
out by purchasing them you may write a check for $30.00 made out to "NCPC" and mail or drop-off
when you pick up the books.

The Promises of God Storybook Bible: The Story of God’s Unstoppable
Love (by Jennifer Lyell)
Age Range: 4 - 8 years  //  Grade Level: Preschool – 3
This will be our weekly Sunday devotional guide, 52 Bible stories that help
us to learn about God's loving promises to us.

Click here to register today!

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/childrens-ministry


Hanukkah in August seems strange timing doesn’t?  The Hanukkah celebration themes of light versus darkness and the
chapter subtitle, “Unexpected Light”, struck a chord with me in our current season of uncertainty.  Our circumstances
are different than the Maccabees but maybe our anxieties are similar.  Will we be able to stand fast in our faith?  Will
we survive?   Will there be enough?  Opposing forces make us feel small and vulnerable.

These are days when we need more light.  Rabbi Adin Steinsalts says, “We display Hanukkah candles in the window…just
to show we are fighting for the light…it’s a symbol of what we are. We were fighting for the light and we won.  And so
we light a candle and another candle and another candle.”

By the Holy Spirit as Christians we carry the Christ light; as Stephen Ministers we carry the Christ light to others.  A
verse from “The Servant Song” by Richard Gillard explains it this way, “I will hold the Christ light for you in the night
time of your fear. I will hold my hand out for you; speak the peace you long to hear.”   Stephen Ministers reflect an
unexpected light of Christ on your path.

NCPC Stephen Ministers are available, specially trained to provide distinctively Christian support as you navigate
through life’s challenges and changes, and we have adapted to follow guidelines recommended for physical distancing. 
 To establish a caring relationship with a Stephen Minister contact LeAnn Venn 425-239-8114.

Lord light our way today,
Linda Cray
Stephen Leader, NCPC

Stephen Ministry
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This summer, along with my friend Kim, I’ve been reading an interesting book
titled “My Jewish Year”.  Abigail Pogrebin, the author, shares her journey of
exploring holy days and festivals of the Jewish calendar to connect with her faith
in a deeper, more intimate way.   Reading through this together has brought us
closer as sisters of faith; learning about the roots to which we’ve been grafted as
believers in the One True God, and to understand the faith traditions of our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Last week our chapter study was Hanukkah.

Renewal Ministries Northwest
In these uncertain and unsettling times, we need to care for our souls. Mercifully, God has compassion for us in our
human vulnerability and fear, and God has given us prayer, which draws us into the divine life of God. In the sacred
space of prayer, the Spirit renews us in body, mind, and soul. 

Renewal Ministries Northwest has adapted the Benedictine monastic tradition of “Praying the Hours”—or “the Divine
Office”—to the 21st century and is now offering Evening Prayer every Wednesday evening at 8 pm. As the day ends,
Evening Prayer creates space for us to meet God; to look back on our day and express gratitude for that which was life
giving and to let go of our disappointments and concerns; and to receive the rest that Christ wants to give us. 

Evening Prayer is about 30 minutes and includes Scripture and accompanying music composed by Dr. Michelle
Margiotta. If you subscribe to the Renewal Ministries Northwest mailing list, you will receive a participant’s prayer
guide and the link to the Zoom call every week. As a symbol of Christ who is the light of the world, we encourage you
to have a candle close by to light during the service. 

Evening Prayer is free and open to all. Please invite others to take part as well. If you are unable to join us at 8 pm on
Wednesday, all past episodes are available for viewing anytime on Renewal Ministries Northwest’s Facebook page.

https://renewalminnw.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RenewalMinistriesNorthwest/?ref=page_internal

