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FATHER, I love the fact that you want to spend time with me. Thank you for our
sweet fellowship together. Help me to teach others by my example the
importance of daily prayer and fellowship with you. Sometimes I let so many
things get in the way of our time together. Today, Lord, I will reserve a portion of
my day just for you and me!

PRAYER IS A KIND OF CALLING HOME EVERY DAY. AND THERE CAN
COME TO YOU A SERENITY, A FEELING OF AT-HOMENESS IN GOD’S
UNIVERSE, A PEACE THAT THE WORLD CAN NEITHER GIVE NOR DISTURB,
A FRESH COURAGE, A NEW INSIGHT, A HOLY BOLDNESS, THROUGH
CALLING HOME THAT YOU’LL NEVER, NEVER GET ANY OTHER WAY.
Earl G. Hunt, Jr.

NCPC Staff
• HEATHER JAMES, TRANSITION PASTOR •
• KURT HELMCKE, ASSOCIATE PASTOR •  

 • KATE WEST, MEDIA SUPERVISOR •
• MOLLY CLARKE, CHILDCARE COORDINATOR • 
• CHRIS CHANG, YOUTH MINISTRY DIRECTOR • 

• TRINITY MOFFAT, ADMINISTRATIVE & FINANCE MANAGER • 
• LEXI LAWROSKI, COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING COORDINATOR •  

• MICHAEL MALLANT,  FACILITIES COORDINATOR •
 • JOHNSON PHAM, CUSTODIAN • 

As the smoke from the fires have hung heavy in the air so can  the lies of the
evil one cloud our day. Jesus is the Light of the world, our world, our personal
world. Oh what joy we experience when that light breaks through those
clouds to flood our souls with God’s wonderful love. John 1:5 says the light
shines in the darkness and the darkness has not overcome it. Praise God!
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With gratitude,
Pastor Heather James

Dear North Creek Presbyterian Church, 

It is a joy to be serving with you during this season of transition. After just one week, I am impressed by your
creativity and persistence, as well as your deep commitment to one another. I look forward to working with
you as we look towards a hopeful future for NCPC. 

I grew up in a vibrant congregation that helped to shape my journey of faith. And I grew up in a family that
prioritized honesty and open conversation, and the courage to ask for help—whether it was a tough task or a
life changing decision. I’m grateful for the way both my family and my family of faith supported my journey
into pastoral work, and the way they both shaped my love for leading in times of change.  

I have served in full time pastoral ministry for more than 25 years and remember God’s call to church
leadership as early as my young teen years. This call took root and has grown through God’s faithfulness and
leading in many different seasons of life ~ a music degree at Grinnell College, pastoral training from Fuller
Theological Seminary (M.Div.), parish ministry, and time serving overseas. I also have training and experience
in children’s, youth, and adult ministries, transitional ministry, and church re-development.  With a love for
learning and expanding my toolbox, I am currently pursuing a D.Min. focused on leading change in
congregations and organizations. 

Pastoral transitions are difficult. But they are also times of exploration and discernment, a time where the
congregation can seek the Lord’s leading in new ways as you lean into hope for what is yet to come. Your
Session is working hard as they listen and lead in this moment. They continue to work diligently on plans for a
safe and gradual re-opening of the building for worship and are fulfilling their call to care for the spiritual
nurture of this congregation. Your Deacons are working to provide care and comfort as we all find ourselves in
this unique 2020 moment. 

Pastor's Pen
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A Letter from Our New Transition Pastor

Over the next few weeks, you will be hearing more from me about how we
can talk about your experience of the past few months, opportunities for
reconciliation and healing, and how we can listen together for God’s leading
into the future. Please join me in praying for us.  Please pray for your
congregation’s elected leaders who are working hard for you. Please pray for
the staff who is serving with creativity and enthusiasm in unprecedented
times. Please pray for one another—for grace and peace to lead us as we
work together in this time of transition.

Pastor Heather can be reached at heather@northcreekpres.org. 



Each Sunday there is a maximum of 50 in-person attenders. 
To attend in person, you will need to preregister.
Registration will allow you and your household to be assigned to one Sunday during
the upcoming month.
All NCPC members and friends are invited to respond to the invitation to register,
even if you are planning to continue worshipping from home.

 Each registration will require a “primary registrant” for themselves and members of
the same household. All availability indicators must be the same for those covered by
a single reservation. If you and members of your household have different availability,
separate registrations need to be made.
All potential attenders must be registered, regardless of age. This includes children.
Availability is determined by indicating which Sundays you will NOT be available to
attend if assigned. Requests for specific dates will not be granted. 
After registration closes, groups of 50 will be formed by random assignment based on
the data provided. This process is managed by our Worship & Arts Ministry Team. As
soon as groups are determined, you will receive an email indicating your assigned
date for worship attendance, as well as a description of preparation requirements for
your visit.

For Sunday worship in the upcoming month (Oct 11 – Nov 1)
Registration Deadline: Thursday, October 1 at 12 pm

We are pleased to open the registration window for in-person worship attendance for
the upcoming month featuring the following four Sundays: October 11, 18, 25, and
November 1.

In-Person Worship “How To”

With a limited number of attenders allowed each week, this monthly process allows us to
ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity to participate and be welcomed to
worship safely. Our goal will be to ensure that every person interested is able to attend
ONE service during a given month. 

Important reminders:

Worship will be different because of required social distancing, and the opportunity to
worship in-person comes with COVID-19-related responsibilities.

The window for registration will close at 12 noon on Thursday, October 1.Step-by-step
instructions for filling out the registration form are located on the church website. 

Highlights:

Returning to In-Person Worship
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About In-Person Worship
What is different
You must preregister
and receive a Sunday
assignment
No more than 50
worshippers, plus
volunteers and staff
A required check-in
process at a single
entrance to the facility
Masks on throughout
the service
Music, but no in-person
singing
No communion in
worship on the first
Sunday (a special Zoom
communion service will
be scheduled so we can
take the sacrament
together)
Tithes and offerings
given, but no passing of
offering plates
No social gathering
after worship

COVID-19 Sunday
Worship Guidelines
COVID-19 Screening
Form
COVID-19 Facility Use
Guidelines (full version)

Important
Documents

Click here to
register by 12 p.m.

on October 1!

What is this all about? Read this Letter from Session.

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/83/83646050-9deb-41a4-9284-713b5fd484bb/documents/COVID-19_Sunday_Worship_Guidelines.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/83/83646050-9deb-41a4-9284-713b5fd484bb/documents/COVID-19_Screening_Questions.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/83/83646050-9deb-41a4-9284-713b5fd484bb/documents/NCPC_Reopening_Guidelines_-_09-08-20_-Full_version.pdf
https://northcreekpres.org/worship/in-person-worship-registration


Ministries
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It’s not too late to join members of our church family who have already begun to
participate in our weekly Together Time on Zoom.   During this extended time of
pandemic-related social distancing, it’s vitally important for us to have consistent
(non-physical) contact with others. Our hope is that everyone in our church family
– members and friends alike – will unite weekly on Zoom.  Together Time
continues on Wednesday, October 7 @ 7:00 PM. After joining the Zoom call, we
view a video presentation together, then go into small “break-out” groups for
encouraging conversations. Our topic for the next four weeks is the continuing
study of Max Lucado’s book More to Your Story: Discover Your Place in God’s Plan.

A print study guide is  available for those who want to answer the questions
ahead of discussion time. The guide is not essential for participating, but is helpful
for a full learning experience. Each participant’s guide is $5, scholarships
available. To arrange pick-up, call the church office at 425-743-2386. You can
also find the book and study guide on Amazon, both print & digital.  The Kindle
version of the study guide is $2.99.

Together Time Continues

Formed for Justice
The racial protests occurring around the country directs the question, “How
should the church and individual Christian respond?” To be informed is our first
step in answering the question “How.” Throughout the Bible we learn that God
is a God of justice and that through the power of the gospel Christians are
called to live in the ways that reflect this justice. Scripture tells us that one of
the most powerful ways that the church embodies the gospel is through the
love and unity we demonstrate across economic, cultural and racial divides (Col
3:12-15).  What does this look like in our fractured society? How can we stay
hopeful when it seems we are more divided than ever? 

Utilizing videos from a Formed for Justice Conference hosted by Tim Keller and
the Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan, Tal Anderson will facilitate a
9-week Formed for Justice class starting October 5. Each class will include
small group discussion time. The class will be Monday nights from 7-8:30pm on
Zoom. We hope you will sign up for this class today on the church website. 

Even if you do not sign up or cannot attend every class, you are very welcome!

Click here to
register online today!

Click here to
register online today!

We have several opportunities for those in need of prayer: 
- Monday Morning Prayer Group 10 AM Join the meeting here. 
Meeting ID: 869 8648 9489 Passcode: 596371 Dial in: +1 253 215 8782
- You can also submit prayer requests online here.
- We have a Prayer Chain to handle all prayer requests. Many have answered the call
to pray for these requests. To add to the prayer chain, contact Linda Carson at
ncpcprayer@gmail.com or 206.818.6613.

Prayer at NCPC

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/formed-for-justice
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/together-time
https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/formed-for-justice
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86986489489?pwd=UjUrOWJ5ckUvT0tjU3Z2enFCVHB1UT09
https://northcreekpres.org/congregational-care-during-covid-19/prayer-requests


Our church is committed to serving the interest of public health in our
community, assisting the medical community in fighting the coronavirus and
bringing healing to the afflicted. Our first step was to respond to an urgent
need for blood donations to replenish the blood supply, as donations had
dropped off significantly due to coronavirus concerns. In the first few weeks
of the epidemic, we offered our church building to Bloodworks NW as a
donation station. Nearly 100 people donated blood over two days of
operation. As other opportunities to assist public health efforts present
themselves, NCPC mission leadership is committed to being an active
community servant. There will be drives held on the following dates: 
• Tuesday, October 6th, 9am – 4pm
• Wednesday, October 7th, 9am – 5pm
• Friday, October 9th, 8am – 4pm
• Monday, October 12th, 9am – 5pm
• Tuesday, October 13th, 10am – 6pm
• Monday, November 16th, 9am – 4pm
• Tuesday, November 17th, 9am – 5pm

Our church's immediate response to needs in the community is being focused
on supporting the Mill Creek Community Food Bank. With all the needs out
there, our current mission is to make sure that no one in our community goes
hungry. They are currently in need of volunteers and the following foods:
Pastas, side dishes like Rice-a-Roni, cat food, canned fruit, jam, flour, sugar,
and pancake mix.
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Mill Creek Community Food Bank

Missions
Blood Drives with Bloodworks NW

Click here to sign
up to donate.

Click here to volunteer. 

Be the Light: Help Keep NCPC Connected
We have become aware that many in our dear church family may be having
difficulties navigating the confusing online connections and are becoming
increasingly isolated during this time of change and the COVID-19 pandemic.
Help us keep the church connected. Not everyone in our church family feels
comfortable reaching out to ask for help. 

If you know of anyone in our church family who is having difficulty
connecting, whether that be through viewing online service, receiving church
notices, or any other issues, please let the church office know by filling out
this form or calling 425-743-2386 to notify the office.  

Help us maintain those relationships in these difficult and unprecedented
time. 

https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform
https://schedule.bloodworksnw.org/DonorPortal/Default.aspx
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform
https://northcreekpres.org/congregational-care-during-covid-19/be-the-light


Fall Stewardship 

Fellowship Feasts have become a beloved new tradition at NCPC, but this year they’re going to be a bit
different.  Instead of meals hosted in member homes, they’ll be desserts hosted as Zoom online
gatherings.  Participants will eat their “bring-your-own-dessert” together while enjoying a few music
performances, then gather into smaller break-out groups to discuss our experience of God’s blessings and
our practices of faith during this year that has been unique, to say the least. 

In our Fellowship Feasts, we’ll gather to CELEBRATE GOD’S PROMISES and offer a resounding “Yes!” to
Jesus Christ and his powerfully present ministry among us.

This year’s fall stewardship series will start on Sunday, October 25 and continue into November,
culminating in a “Pledge Parade” in our church parking lot on Sunday, November 15.  Continuing a
tradition we started last year, we’re kicking-off our Stewardship Campaign with Fellowship Feasts,
gatherings where we enjoy delicious food and share fellowship with each other. 
Here’s a summary of the full sermon series:

Stay tuned to church emails and announcements in
early October to discover how you can sign up for
one of these special Zoom events!  These special
Fellowship Feasts will be held the last week of
October.
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Celebrating God’s
Promises

Fellowship Feasts

OCTOBER 25 -  YES! PROMISES FULFILLED IN JESUS CHRIST
2 Corinthians 1:15-22; 6:16-18

NOVEMBER 1 -  SAY “YES!”  TO COMFORT
2 Corinthians 1:3-11; 4:16-17

NOVEMBER 8 -  SAY “YES!”  TO POWER
2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 9:8; 12:9

NOVEMBER 15 -  SAY “YES!”  TO GRACE
2 Corinthians 4:6-11; 12:9

NOVEMBER 15 -  SAY “YES!”  TO TRANSFORMATION
2 Corinthians 5:11-21

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/childrens-ministry


In the next few weeks, you will be receiving an invitation to fill out the survey online.  For those
who need or prefer a paper copy, one will be sent to you.  When it is returned, your answers will
be incorporated into the pool of responses by a trained Holy Cow employee in order to preserve
the confidentiality of your response. 

We hope that this tool will help us understand where people are excited, where healing is still
needed, and how God is stirring a vision for the future among us.  Your honesty and thoughtful
answers will ensure that the tool is beneficial, and will help the church leadership to determine
our next steps in ministry and mission.  Questions?  Feel free to ask an elder, or reach out to
Pastor Heather at the church office for more information.

Following Jesus is all about transformation—becoming like Him and living like Him. We all experience getting stuck
occasionally, and we need help along the way to become transformed in Christ. The Enneagram is a personality tool that
offers profound insight into our heart motivations, attitudes, and behaviors—our blind spots, sweet spots, and hot spots
—which affect our personal transformation and all our relationships. The Enneagram provides a way of seeing both the
beauty of how God made you and the sin that messes up your life. We believe that the Holy Spirit can use knowledge of
the Enneagram to bring ways to improve your relationship to God and improve other relationships in your life, be they
in marriage, parenting, workplace, or ministry. 

Our facilitators are Adele and Doug Calhoun, who have worked with the Enneagram for over 20 years with non-profits,
church staffs, individuals, and with churches in other countries. They are co-authors of the recent book entitled
Spiritual Rhythms for the Enneagram: A Handbook for Harmony and Transformation, IV Press. In addition to providing an
overview of the Enneagram, they will be tailoring their teaching to address how your Enneagram type may contribute to
your experiences and relationships during this pandemic.

Holy Cow!
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Renewal Ministries Northwest
Jesus & The Enneagram: An Online Teaching Retreat

As a part of our transition work, the Session is inviting the
entire congregation to participate in an all-church survey to
help bring us a better understanding of the health and
vitality of North Creek Presbyterian Church.   We will be
using the Holy Cow Consulting Church Assessment Tool
(CAT).  Some of you may remember doing the CAT during
the last interim period. It was useful then, and we anticipate
the survey data will be a great help to us in this moment as
we look towards God’s promising future for NCPC.

Date: Friday, November 6, 5 pm – 7 pm & Saturday,
November 7, 9 am – 4 pm
Location: Online via Zoom
Registration Cost: GENERAL $120 | STUDENT (14-22) $50
(Email office@renewalminn.org to register a student)
Register Here:
https://renewalminnw.org/retreats/enneagram/

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/childrens-ministry

