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In This Issue
In this year of Covid, families are under an enormous amount of strain
financially, socially and spiritually. It is even more apparent that daily Prayer
is a necessity. There are so many concerns confronting us on a daily basis,
prayer helps us to focus and set our hearts and minds in a more Godly
direction. 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” - Philippians 4:6-7 
Pray continuously for your families, wisdom for your Elders, Church, and your
State and Federal governments.  Pray for racial justice, acceptance and justice
for our immigrants.  Pray for Gods intervention in the oppression of
minorities throughout the world. 
“Short prayers such as these – voiced almost continuously – will help you live
transcendently: seated with me in heavenly realms.  I am training you to be an
over comer – unfettered by circumstances.” 
- Jesus Today – Sarah Young
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What a year for the travel industry!  The coronavirus pandemic has forced many of us to cancel or postpone our
anticipated journeys.  Cooped up and quarantined, we long for a time when we can safely get back on the road
again or take to the seas & skies to explore destinations near and far.  Considering this travel-limited reality, we’re
taking our Advent journey on a virtual tour to the Holy Land!  Our destination is Bethlehem, a small town outside
of Jerusalem in Israel.  The events in Bethlehem captivate us every year, but this year we’re going to lean into the
journey aspect of the Advent season. 

Have you ever thought of how important travel is to the biblical Christmas story?  One might summarize it as a
collection of travel stories.  The magi travel the furthest from their home – “Bearing gifts they traverse afar; field
and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.”  Joseph, Mary, and their soon-to-be-born child travel
south from their northern Israel home in Nazareth, arriving at their destination just in the nick of time but without
a lodging reservation.  The Shepherds have the shortest trip of all – from the hills to the town – yet this initial leg
is just the first step of many as they “go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.”  What all these journeys
have in common is the destination: the humble town of Bethlehem.  Their destination is ours this year.  We’ll take
a fresh look at this place on the world map where God’s love descended into human life. 

Inspired by the biblical Christmas story, through the centuries many from around the world have made the trek to
the real-world Bethlehem.  One such person was Phillips Brooks, an Episcopal priest from Philadelphia who
worshiped at the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on Christmas Eve in 1865.  Three years later, Brooks
reflected on this inspirational experience when he sat down to pen a special carol for children to sing in the
Sunday School Christmas program.  The words flowed onto the page in one sitting, and it wasn’t long before they
were set to music by the church organist.  It’s deeply spiritual lyrics and soothing melody made it an instant hit. 
 Perhaps you’re familiar with it.  The carol is called “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”  The first verse invites Advent
travelers into a remarkable scene:

O little town of Bethlehem 
How still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 

Let’s bring the hopes and fears of this long year as we journey toward the everlasting light shining from the dark
streets of Bethlehem.  

We’ll find a Savior there. 
Joyfully in Christ, 
Pastor Kurt

Pastor's Pen
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Advent & Christmas Sermon Series

Dear NCPC Family, 
In response to Governor Inslee’s newly imposed restrictions, due to the record number of COVID-19 infections in
Washington and in the nation, we have decided to suspend in-person worship services through December 13 and
possibly beyond. 
We regret taking this action but our in-person worship team believes that the safety of our congregation and our
community is the best way for us to demonstrate our Christian witness. Since the number of infections are at an all
time high with increased hospitalizations to come in the next few weeks, we believe our duty as Christians should not
be to potentially add to the problem. We know many of you have enjoyed attending worship these past several weeks
and we will endeavor to resume as soon as we feel the infection rates are back to an acceptable level. We have the
resources and personnel in place to begin in-person attendance quickly once that happens. 
In the meantime, please know that we will continue to provide live-streaming services each week. Also, watch for
emails in the future for updates on this and other worship opportunities. 
Blessings, Pastor Kurt Helmcke 
Callie Carmean - Worship Team Elder 
Dave Berkompas - Worship Team Chair 
Diana Hunt -  In Person Volunteer Coordinator 
Linda Berkompas - Flock Former (arranging attendance groups) 
Kay Nickel - Sunday Service Ambassador

“When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened...’” - Luke 2:15
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Destination Bethlehem

A Note on In-Person Worship

November 29 – The First  Week of Advent – The Candle of  HOPE

Micah 5:1-9
Bethlehem, the Prequel :  Hope for  a  Beleaguered People

December 6 – The Second Week of Advent – The Candle of  PEACE

Luke 2:1-4; Ezra 1:1-4
Surprise Homecoming:  God & Global  Disruption

December 13 – The Third Week of Advent – The Candle of  JOY

Luke 2:5-10; 2 Corinthians 7:1-7
No Room, Great Joy:  Grasping Gospel  Resi l ience

December 20 – The Fourth Week of Advent – The Candle of  LOVE

Luke 2:11-15; 1 John 4:7-16
On the Map:  The Epicenter of  God’s  Love

December 27 – The First  Sunday of Christmas

Matt 2:13-15; Luke 2:17-20; Acts 1:8
Connecting Fl ight:  From Bethlehem to the World

January 3,  2021 – The Second Sunday of Christmas

Matt 2:1-12; Psalm 119:105
Light Leads the Way:  Fol lowing the Guide

December 24 – Christmas
Eve – The Christ  Candle

Luke 2:8-18

“Let ’s  Go!”  Moved by the
Message

Service t imes:  
6 pm & 8 pm

Livestream and drive-in
service options

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/childrens-ministry


Our stewardship season had a fantastic
start with our two “Digital Desserts,”
where we gathered together on Zoom to
feast on sweet treats and share how we’ve
experienced the promised blessings of
God even in the most challenging of years. 
Our sermon series explored the theme of
“YES! Promises Worth Celebrating,”
emphasizing that God is faithful to His
promises, even in difficult times. 

Stewardship 
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2020 Stewardship Update

For all of God’s promises have been fulfilled in Christ
with a resounding “Yes!”  2 Cor. 1:20

In a difficult year, we remember that God is faithful to His
promises.  Comfort, grace, power, & transformation are
being delivered to us in Jesus Christ through the Holy
Spirit.  In gratitude for God’s faithful provision & abundant
blessings, we joyfully respond by saying “Yes, Lord!” and
offering our time, talent, & treasure.

The Apostle Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians helped us to say “yes” to God’s comfort, grace, power, and
transformation in Christ.   Jill Johnson and Scott Mitchell shared meaningful presentations that encouraged us
to live a life of generosity in response to God’s abundant & gracious provision.

This prepared us to participate in our “Pie & Pledge Parade” in the church parking lot after worship on
Sunday, November 15.  How sweet it was to finally see each other face-to-face after months of social
distancing!  Driving through the parade route, we offered our pledges to the Lord and received a delicious
piece of pie for every member of our household.  This expression of joyful gratitude continued our tasty
tradition of combining pledges and pie at the conclusion of our stewardship season.  Special thanks to all the
volunteers who made this event such a great success!

We are so grateful for your continued support of God’s work in the church through your tithes and offerings. 
 If you are still in the process of discerning God’s direction for your giving, we appreciate your consideration.   
As a community of faith we give to the Lord through the church in response to the question, “What
percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  Our Stewardship 2021 webpage will continue to be
available at https://northcreekpres.org/giving/stewardship2021, featuring resources helpful for praying about
and thinking through what stewardship means to us at this time.



To prepare our hearts for Christmas in these tumultuous times, during the four weeks
before Christmas Zoom “Together Time” will continue on Wednesday nights, beginning
December 2 @ 7p.m. After joining the Zoom call, together we will watch Lee Strobel’s
video The Case for Christmas, then go into small “break-out” groups for encouraging
conversations.  In The Case for Christmas, we will look at the story surrounding the
birth of Jesus—and how we can know that the events recorded in the Bible are true! 
In each session we will explore: 
• Whether the Christmas story actually happened or developed from the myths of the
day 
• The Bible’s claim that Jesus was born of a virgin and why it is important to our faith. 
• How Jesus–and only Jesus–fulfilled hundreds of biblical prophecies about the
Messiah. 
Sign up online to receive instructions on how to pick up your copy of The Case for
Christmas (suggested donation $1).

Ministries
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Together Time Continues

Click here to
register online today!

Please pray for the youth in our congregation and for God’s leading in this ministry. Speaking of which, we are hosting
youth group on Wednesday nights 7:00-8:30 over Zoom. If you are in 6th-12th grade, we would love for you to join us.
Email me at youthleader@northcreekpres.org and I will send you a link.

Greetings once again. I am so very honored to serve as your
temporary Youth Ministries Coordinator during this transition of
youth ministry leadership. I served at NCPC from 2015-2018, while
more recently I was leading Outdoor Education and Adventure
programs at Cedar Springs Camp. Unfortunately, in March the
pandemic put a hold on camps, and I was laid off. It was a surprise
and disappointment but God is good and we know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose (Rm 8:28). Featured with me are my
wife Cathy (married 13 years now), our daughter Sydney (6), our
son Owen (3), and we have a baby girl coming in May! Like many
families we are navigating life differently these days with zoom
classes, grocery deliveries, masks, and lots of hand sanitizer. One
thing that has remained constant is our love for the Lord and our
unshaken faith in His goodness. I look forward to connecting with
youth and families and inviting this congregation to continue its
support of our incredible teens. 

A Message from Youth Ministries Coordinator, Sean Lian

Church Work Party
Saturday, December 5, 9am-12pm.Join the Annual Leaf Blowing &
Fellowship Working Party! We’ll all have masks and keep 6 feet of distance,
but it will be a meaningful time of social interaction while serving an
important need. Contact Chuck Popik with questions.

https://northcreekpres.org/ministries/together-time


We have become aware that many in our dear church family may be having
difficulties navigating the confusing online connections and are becoming
increasingly isolated during this time of change and the COVID-19 pandemic.
Help us keep the church connected. Not everyone in our church family feels
comfortable reaching out to ask for help. 

If you know of anyone in our church family who is having difficulty
connecting, whether that be through viewing online service, receiving church
notices, or any other issues, please let the church office know by filling out
this form or calling 425-743-2386 to notify the office.  

Help us maintain those relationships in these difficult and unprecedented
time. 

Our church's immediate response to needs in the community is being focused
on supporting the Mill Creek Community Food Bank. With all the needs out
there, our current mission is to make sure that no one in our community goes
hungry. They are currently in need of volunteers and the following foods:
Pastas, side dishes like Rice-a-Roni, cat food, canned fruit, jam, flour, sugar,
and pancake mix.
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Mill Creek Community Food Bank

Missions

Click here to volunteer. 

Be the Light: Help Keep NCPC Connected

Pastor Sergey and the Womens’ Bible Study Group we support thanks our Lord Jesus Christ and you, “for supporting the
charity event through which people and families in need received food assistance. Thank you for showing mercy by
donating for the needy. Let our God fill all your needs according to His riches!!! We wish you God's blessings in all areas of
your life!!!”
Another letter, “we pray for those who have not yet experienced this joy!”
Thank you again on behalf of people in Kazakhstan. God bless you!

Peace to you and thanks for the generous support! Your donations were
incredibly helpful and allowed us to exceed our goal of $500! Your support
is making an immediate difference in the lives of people during these
difficult COVID 19 times! 
Now, the Youth Group will receive school furniture, the Rehab Center will
house two year-long patients, and the Baptist Church will deliver Good
News packages for the needy and poor. 
Natasha (pictured sitting down with her two kids on her lap, and Pastor
Sergey’s daughter Ruth in blue shirt) wrote, “Dear Friends Good News
Group. I, Natasha, live by myself without permanent residence. I lost
documents and can’t get any government assistance for my kids (one
needs medical assistance). I don’t even have coal. I need food and clothes.
Thank you for sending Pastor Sergey and his wife Galina (standing by
Natasha’s blind grandmother) to help us. Praise the Lord! Thank you.” 

Kazakhstan Good News Mission Update

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform
https://northcreekpres.org/congregational-care-during-covid-19/be-the-light
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqUGVCmulCn5xiVoB5OzjR2zu61llkmPTNTkUuu09cVBm5bA/viewform


“Stand firm in the faith” I Peter 5:9 
Following Jesus is the most exciting journey we could ever
be on. We experience incomparable joy and peace, but along
the way, circumstances and situations come against our
minds and fill our surroundings to depress that joy.   Our
heart and mind feel far away from God, and our energy for
the spiritual life wanes. What do we do? 

I think you will all agree that 2020 has been a year of challenge. This has certainly been the case in “how we do
church.” Eight months ago, a world-wide pandemic changed the way we looked at worship, and we were forced
to embrace unique and extraordinary ways to serve and function as an on-line presence for our faith
community. 
Through the dedication and commitment of NCPC staff and volunteers, our congregation has been able to
continue gathering together on Sunday morning, participate in small groups mid-week, and communicate
through classes and town hall meetings. Technology is a wonderful thing, but nothing really happens without
the people behind the scenes, working tirelessly to ensure that our faith renewal moments are constant, and
that they provide each of us with what we need to stay connected. 
Pastors KURT HELMCKE and HEATHER JAMES have provided leadership and support throughout a demanding
period this year, and both staff and congregants have benefited from their reassuring presence and spiritual
guidance. Our church family has been blessed with Pastor Kurt for many years, but never so much as in 2020.
Pastor Heather is reaching her stride, giving us fresh outside perspectives to help guide us through new waters.
And as we know from talking with “first responders and military” the families behind the scenes, offering quiet
comfort and encouragement play a huge role in the success of our ministry. 
With the building being “closed” for so many months it may have felt like our staff did not have much to do.
That couldn’t be further from the truth. Their roles not only shifted, but expanded as they assumed new and
different duties. COVID played a huge part in adding to the complexity of our workplace. Now as we have
engaged in a planned re-opening of our building, the workload has increased even more. 
We want to acknowledge our unsung heroes, men and women for whom NCPC is not only their place of
employment, but their ministry. TRINITY MOFFAT, MICHAEL MALLANT, KATE WEST, KRISTI WIANT,
JOHNSON PHAM, LEXI LAWROSKI, MOLLY CLARKE, (recently left CHRIS CHANG, newly placed SEAN LIAN),
and our faithful volunteers, DENISE EASTER, DIANNA KUNCE, and DIANA HUNT…  We are a church blessed!

How God Shines Through Us
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Renewal Ministries Northwest
Powerfully Restored and Standing Strong

Format: 8 Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to noon on Zoom When: Jan. 23, Feb. 13, March 6 and 27,
April 10, May 1 and 22, June 12, 2021 
Cost: $175
Register Here: https://renewalminnw.org/retreats/

In this 6-month retreat, we will be exploring St. Ignatius of Loyola’s “14 rules for discernment of spirits,” which
teaches us how to resist the evil ones’ attempts to obstruct our relationship with Jesus. We learn to be alert,
understand, and resist being drawn into spiritual bondage and desolation.
If you find yourself in a place of needing direction, peace, or just a refresh, this online retreat is for you.
We look forward to finding strength, wisdom, and encouragement “together” on this journey.

From Personnel Elder Kim Voetberg


