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Acts 20:7-12
FALLING IN TO OPEN ARMS
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Pastor Desvariste Preaches
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Psalm 133
UNITED BY A BLESSING FROM BEYOND

PASTOR'S PEN

FELLOWSHIP FEASTS

MISSIONS SUNDAY

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

UPDATES & EVENTS 

STEPHEN MINISTRY

HAITI MISSION

PRAYER FOCUS

THIS MONTH AT A GLANCE
October 6- World Communion Sunday

CONNECT WITH US
northcreekpres.org

425-723-2386

Facebook Page:
@northcreekpres
Facebook Group:

 North Creek Presbyterian Church
Office Hours:

9am - 4pm
Monday-Thursday

October 12- Renewal Ministries Fall Prayer Retreat
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Psalm 100
WORSHIP IS SERIOUS PLAY

NO MINOR THING: 
JOINING JESUS IN THE LIVES OF TEENAGERS

October 20- Deacon Sunday
October 27- Fellowship Feasts

October 13- Missions Sunday & Missions Fair

October 29- Fellowship Feasts

CONNECTING:
HOW WE'RE SAYING YES TO JESUS' INVITATION

https://natw.org/
http://northcreekpres.org/home
http://northcreekpres.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/northcreekpres/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/northcreek/
http://northcreekpres.org/home
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STEWARDSHIP 2020: 

GOD’S ENDURING STEADFAST LOVE 
AND NCPC’S 3 CONNECTING INITIATIVES

Grace and peace!

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
    for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the God of gods,
    for his steadfast love endures forever.
O give thanks to the Lord of lords,
    for his steadfast love endures forever;
                            - Psalm 136:1-3

Psalm 136 is beautifully redundant. Each one of its 26 verses contains two
parts: a phrase naming some aspect of God’s faithfulness in creation or in
Israel’s history, and the identical repeated refrain for his steadfast love
endures forever. The phrase translated “steadfast love” is the ubiquitous
Hebrew word chesed, perhaps best translated “covenant faithfulness.”
In worship on Sunday, November 3 we will recite together a home-grown rewrite of Psalm 139—featuring the same
constant refrain as the ancient Israelites, but substituting in 26 of our own present-day experiences of God’s chesed
in the life of this congregation, gathered in October through the Fellowship Feasts. November 3 will also be
Stewardship Sunday, in which we’ll express that gratitude by making a pledge to the mission and ministry of this
congregation in 2020 (btw, we’ll celebrate God’s chesed in our 2020 pledge drive the following Sunday, November
10, at an after-church “pie potluck party”)

So what, specifically, is the 2020 mission you’ll be asked to support? That’s what we’re exploring throughout September
and October, as we work backwards through the three strategic “connecting initiatives” that your session, over an
18-month process, discerned Jesus inviting us to make our priority in this season of our congregation’s life. Here’s a
quick snapshot of each to jog your memory:

Throughout September, through worship, faith formation,
field trips, we’re listening for how Jesus wants us to fulfill his
invitation to be on mission among the youth of our immediate
community—something in which I believe every one of us has
a role!

Throughout October (and with a worship focus October 20th)
we’ll be gathering over meals in homes to deepen the
relational connections between all those who make ups the
NCPC family

And on October 27 we’ll arrive at connecting initiative #1, our
yearlong quest to renew our Sunday morning experience
(think last March’s schedule change, more frequent faith
sharing, more prayer opportunities)

That’s what God will be up to in 2020—and we get to be part of it! Evidence of God’s enduring chesed, God’s steadfast
love, is everywhere throughout the life of the congregation. I look forward to naming it, celebrating it, and living into
it during this stewardship season and beyond.
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FELLOWSHIP FEASTS ARE HERE

Sign Up
Here Today!

Fellowship feasts were the bread and butter of the emerging community of Christ documented in Acts. 
According to Acts 2:46, they “continued to meet together in the temple,” but they also “broke bread in
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts.”  There’s something powerful that happens
when Christ’s followers gather together in a home to share a meal.  The Holy Spirit is among them, uniting
them to Jesus and to one another, all a part of the larger plan of making them “one in spirit and purpose”
(Philippians 2:2).  When we gather with other believers in our homes, we continue to experience something
of the early Christian lifestyle.  We are given the opportunity to break bread in our homes and eat together
through our Fellowship Feasts, expressing our desire to continue the long-standing tradition of the church
first written about in Acts 2. 
The purpose of these home-based meals is Christian fellowship.  A fellowship “feast” happens when people
gather for a meal – with or without a suitable table and with more or less than eight people.  It is a potluck;
we share our homes and our meals. Everyone contributes!
Our feasts will take us through the season of stewardship and into the Thanksgiving season. Instead of one
day or one night of fellowship, we have decided to dedicate three dates for our feasts this season. This
way, you can pick the date that works best for you! Times can be determined by each group as assigned.
This is about fellowship, not schedules and stipulations!
We need you to make this happen! This event is RSVP only, for the benefit of the hosts and guests! Sign up
online today!

CLICK HERE
TO SIGN UP!

MISSIONS SUNDAY
HAITI FEATURE, PASTOR DESVARISTE, & MISSIONS FAIR

Join us on October 13 to discover all of NCPC's active missions.

For our 9 am Faith Formation Hour, hear our guest pastor, Pastor
Desvariste from our sister church in Bertrand, Haiti talj about the
situation there and the role of faith in God in his and his
parishoners' lives. 
 
Pastor Desvariste will be preaching at our 10 am service, Within
service, you will given an opportunity to explore the North Creek
Mission Fair. 

In the Fellowship Hall, you will find displays from North Creek's
local missions, worldwide missions, and some community partners.
You will be given a Missions Mission: get every mission stamped on
your punch card and be entered to win a prize. Every mission offers
something different to our world, and this event is an opportunity
for you to find your place within it. this is an opportunity to
discover how to be the change you want to see. 

https://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/youth-as-mission-class
https://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/fellowship-feasts
https://northcreekpres.org/adults-families/fellowship-feasts
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CLUB 45 LAUNCHES IN CHILDREN'S MINISTRY

There are many reasons we think Club 45 is an important new ministry for 4th and 5th graders in our
community beyond simply talking about hard questions.  4th and 5th graders are entering a time with a lot
of transition.  They are finishing elementary and getting ready to move into middle school, at church they
are preparing to move into youth ministry, sitting in big church and taking on more responsibility.  Club 45 is
a place where they can be themselves, have their own space and have fun.  It’s designed to help them
transition from Children’s Ministry up into Youth Ministry, they don’t need to check in, it happens on the
same night as youth group and they start making deeper connections with other 4th and 5th graders at
church.
 
Club 45 is inspired by an old ministry run 5 to 10 years ago called Club 56.  It is being led by Eric Jaton,
Cindy Little, and Erik Little.  Each week they intentionally hang out with 4th and 5th graders, and talk with
them about hard questions, and spend time prepping for Club 45.  If you are interested in joining them as a
leader in Club 45, you can reach out to me.  

So how can you help if you don’t want to be directly
involved?  First, if you know any 4th or 5th graders you
can encourage them to come check out Club 45, it’s on
Wednesday nights from 6:30 to 8:30 at North Creek
Presbyterian and it starts with pizza each week.  You
can pray for this new ministry, you can pray for the
leaders each week, and that God would work in the
students hearts and minds and bring students from all
over our community.  Thank you so much for your
continued support of Children’s Ministry and for your
prayers for this new endeavor.
 
In Christ,
Nathan Wagner
Children’s Ministry Director

This fall, we launched a new weekly ministry in Children’s Ministry
it’s called Club 45.  Club 45 is a weekly ministry that takes place on
Wednesday nights for 4th and 5th graders.  Each week children in
4th and 5th grade are invited to come and, eat pizza, spend time
together getting to know each other, play games, and talk about
tough questions in our Christian faith.  Those questions range from,
Does God Care How I Use My Time, to Is It Okay that I Doubt God,
or even, Why Does God Let Bad Stuff Happen?  These are important
questions that we all wrestle with, often multiple times, throughout
our faith journey and we think it’s important to welcome and talk
about those questions as soon as possible.

We are using a new curriculum from Group called Be Bold at Club 45, it’s designed to help kids think
about some of the tough questions they will encounter and also welcomes those questions.  We believe
that the Christian faith is a journey filled with ups and downs, doubts and occasional unbelief.  We want
to model that to our kids and be honest about how hard the journey can be sometimes.  We hope that
Club 45 is a place where 4th and 5th graders can be honest about how they’re feeling, what they’re
thinking and more.
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Interested in working at NCPC? The office is looking
for a part-time office assistant to work between 10-
20 hours per week. Find the application on Indeed. 

NCPC is Hiring

Mill Creek Community food bank is in need of the
following items: canned protein- tuna, chicken, spam
& Vienna sausages; peanut butter; tomato pasta
sauce; and rice.
Please leave donations in the red wagon in the
narthex.

Food Bank Donations Needed

FAITH & MISSIONS EVENTS

UPDATES AND EVENTS

Saturday, November 2, 2019, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
$50 – Partial scholarships available 

Pre-order Box Lunch for $10 or sack lunches welcome
 North Creek Presbyterian Church 

Facilitated by Revs. Denise Easter & Dianna Kunce

RMNW Spiritual Discernment Workshop-
“Discovering Your Path in Life”

At this workshop, you’ll learn how to discern the ways
God is speaking into your life – and calling you

forward in hope. For more information and to register
go to www.renewalminnw.org.

Seattle Missions Fest

This year’s Missions Fest Seattle
Conference will be held Oct. 18-19 at
Crossroads Bible Church in Bellevue. The
focus is “Scatter: Here, There, &
Everywhere.” There will be over 80
Exhibitors, 80 interesting Seminars, and
world class keynote speakers – there is
something for everyone. We hope to see
you there! For more information go to:
www.missionsfestseattle.org

Facilities is pleased to announce that the halls in the
church is scheduled to be painted beginning on or
around October 15! We are so looking forward to this
beautification project!! However, if you have paint
smell allergy, please note for the following Sunday,
October 20. Thank you.

Upcoming Painting Project

 Beginning October 20, join us for our 9 am class on
“The Beatitudes” from Matthew’s gospel. For six
weeks, Don Lichty, Rev. Dianna Kunce, and Rev.
Denise Easter will lead us through the Beatitudes,
focusing on the written sermons of Rev. Darrell
Johnson on that topic. Please sign up after worship
by October 6 to register and to order books for the
class. We must order books by October 7; the cost
will be $15 per book.

The Beatitudes

The Silver Thimbles are meeting every second Friday
of each month at 1:00 pm. Join us on October 11!
Our group works together to create quilts for foster
children. We are always seeking new members!
For information call Leona Burgess at 425.745.2486
or email her at leoburg1@gmail.com.

Silver Thimbles Quilting Group

https://www.indeed.com/viewjob?t=office+assistant+part+time&jk=2ce0d42f8abdb89a&fbclid=IwAR0tJC1Z9SH-EF76BrUyV3GSxKsPyq3g_bcVYf4EtQdQXH8Rc-ch04Bgx_o
http://www.renewalminnw.org/
http://www.renewalminnw.org/
http://www.renewalminnw.org/


6STEPHEN MINISTRY
SEEKING NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS
As a Stephen Ministry Leader I think it must be a common desire to wish your pastor would preach a sermon dedicated to the
mission or ministry that ignites your passion. A sermon that would convey the excitement you feel when you witness God’s
hand in the lives of His people and His work in a broken world. This summer I heard 4 of these sermons. Lectures, if you will, in
the best possible sense of the word, a discourse delivered before an audience, especially for instruction. 
 

June 2nd Pastor Kurt encouraged us with his message A Person of Purpose; Ready to Shine when it’s Time based on Acts 1:12-
26. He asked us to consider the story of Matthias, one of the “players, who inconspicuously, are living with purpose. They’re
honing their skills, they’re pursuing their passion.” He challenged us to be “like Matthias, to be a person of purpose, rather than
pursuing popularity, make consistent dedication your aim. Live your faith with inconspicuous commitment and take your place
in the hidden history of those who participate in the ongoing fulfillment of God’s divine plan of salvation through Jesus Christ
in the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Seven days later Pastor David spoke to us about the Pentecost miracle in his sermon from Acts 2:1-12 titled From Babel to
Berlitz. Pastor David suggested that “It’s not the speaking, it’s the hearing….It isn’t about talking, it’s about listening” to be
“Given ears that truly hear and truly understand”. He continued, “I think that another word for love is listening. Think about it,
careful, active, engaged, empathetic listening. Listening for the other, as other, in all of their uniqueness and particularity.”
David challenged us to consider, “What does Pentecost look like in your life?” 
 

Elder Greg Thomas continued this theme on July 14th with his sermon titled Tell Me Your Story focusing on Luke 10:1-9 when
Jesus sent the 72 disciples ahead of Him. Jesus told them “2 The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” Greg asked, “What took place in all those homes?” He
answered, “People told stories and disciples earned the right to be heard, listening before they talked.” This was not just polite
listening, waiting for their turn to speak. Greg described it this way, “ Active, intentional listening, giving someone your full
attention without distractions and looking at the face of the other person is one of the most tangible ways of showing God’s
love. That behavior shows someone else that they are respected and cared about; embodying Jesus’ love through your
attention.”
 

Elder Jenny Odell completed this theme in her September 1st lesson All That Christ Created You To Be. The companion texts
were from Ephesians 3:14-19 and 1st Corinthians 13:14-19. Jenny asserted that through Christ we are called to love each
other. God’s love is not a fringe benefit of faith but it is essential to the foundation of our faith. It was God’s love that
motivated Christ to redeem the world. And there is a purpose to that love. That through Holy indifference, setting aside our
own preferences and ideologies, we hold the Christ candle in love so that others can become all that Christ created them to be.
Jenny suggested that a big part of being loved is being known. This connects so well to Pastor David and Greg’s messages that
to really know someone is to listen. Jenny closed with this benediction; “Be so committed to being rooted and established in
love that we will encourage each other in love and build each other up in love, holding each other in prayer and in true
friendship because that’s where God’s work happens in us. And when we’re rooted and established in love we get to
experience that love and share it with the world around us. God’s love is this cure for the whole world.”

So, you may ask, “What does this have to do with Stephen Ministry?” In Stephen Ministry we use a compass to navigate the
process of caring. The four compass points are:

Compassionate: through listening we empathize, in holy indifference we set aside our own desire to
set goals so that the Holy Spirit provides healing and direction
Full of Faith: we trust in God as cure giver, and recognize ourselves as caregivers. Through the
process of caring we witness the power of God’s love and healing. 
Skilled: Stephen Ministers are equipped and trained to be active listeners, skilled in the way both
Pastor David and Elder Greg mentioned. And as Pastor Kurt suggested we continually hone our skills
through continuing education and training. 
Trustworthy: we are rooted and established in love that preserves confidentiality, integrity and
unbiased care.

This October we seek candidates for our next class of Stephen Ministers to begin in January. We would be thrilled if the Lord
appointed 72 as the harvest is plentiful and but the workers are few. We currently have 4 actively serving Stephen Ministers
and there is a need for more. NCPC’s mission is “Connecting to a Life Giving Relationship with Jesus”. Help us accomplish this
mission through serving as a Stephen Minister. Contact me at 425-316-0786 if you are interested in becoming a Stephen
Minister.

With hope and prayer, in His service and yours. 
Sincerely, Linda Cray 
Stephen Leader

https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
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FRIENDS OF BERTRAND

Seven years ago, a small team from NCPC went to Haiti to reach-out to
the small impoverished community of Bertrand located deep in the

country side and found a group of faith-filled Christians, and an empty 4-
room school that closed after the devastating 2010 earthquake. We met
the people and learned more of their stories, their deep faith, resilience

and resourcefulness.
 

Bertrand church leaders shared with the team the primary desire was
”Education for our children, that can provide a future of hope.” With an

invitation from Bertrand to partner, our teams experience, an intentional
discernment process, the team concluded to accept their invitation. 

 

Together with the prayers and moneys of Gods people at NCPC and
beyond, 170+ students Pre-K through 9th grade now receive a solid

christian education and a hot meal everyday. The NCPC Haiti mission
provides all the school operation through teacher salaries, uniforms,

supplies and food for daily meals.

Recently in Haiti there has been serious unrest due to extreme price increases, fuel shortages and
government corruption. It has taken a strain on all sectors of society. This has resulted in safety issues

for everyone and difficulty in maintaining activities of daily life. Our NCPC team, has been unable to visit
due to this situation.

We remain thankful for this opportunity to partner with our friends in Haiti. As we look back, God has
accomplished much. Doors of School are opened. School is growing, students are getting fed each day, a

well has been established. Last spring 12 students passed the rigorous state certification test.
Community leaders hope to begin a medical clinic and a micro enterprise program.

 

Please continue to pray for Haiti. Thank God for His presence there and continue to remember Bertrand
in your giving. Visit us at NCPC’s October 13th Mission Sunday and learn more, how you can become

involved or contact Gary and Donna Turner at: garyeturner1972@gmail.com.
 

If you have a heart  tug for Haiti, come join us for lunch Sunday 10/6 at noon at Gary & Donna Turner’s.
Hear what God is doing and how you may become more involved. Please RSVP ASAP to

gary_donna@comcast.net.

PRAYER FOCUS
The wonderful thing about praying is that you leave a world of not being able to do something, and enter God’s realm where

everything is possible. He specializes in the impossible. Nothing is too great for His almighty power. Nothing is too small for His
love. Corrie Ten Boom 

 
“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.” Romans 12:12 

 
Please be in prayer for our church, our pastors, our neighbors, our community and our nation. Join us Monday mornings at

NCPC at 9:45 am if you are available for praying or if you are in need of prayer. Please remember to fill out requests on
Sundays on the slips available in the pews. We prayer for these each Monday. An additional prayer opportunity in October
will be at the Missions Fest October 18-19th, 2019, at Crossroads Bible church in Bellevue. If you are already planning to

attend the Fest, you might want to stop by the Prayer Room and spend time lifting the Missionaries up in prayer. If not
those of us at home might take time to lift the Missions Fest up in prayer to our mighty God.

https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/
https://www.facebook.com/iglesiaentransformacion/

